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NEWS SUMMARY 


A \fEMOIR of Mr. Cyril Farey, whose death occurred last 
week, is on p. 976 


TH!; PROCEDURE under the new Planning Act for claiming 
payment for loss of development value has been explained 
by the MoHLG, and is enlarged on by a Correspondent. p. 989 


TH® MINISTER OF HEALTH, giving details of capital alloca- 
tions for hospital building in Parliament on Monday, stated 
that the average capital expenditure in the three years before 
the war was three times that for the current year. p. 994 


A WORKING PARTY of Cambridge architects, builders and 
plumbers has compiled a ‘‘ Code of Practice” for the protec- 
tion of water pipes and fittings from frost. p. 998 


HOW NOISE FROM AIRCRAFT on the ground and from 
acro engines on test beds can be substantially reduced is described 
in an article released by DSIR. p. 998 


THE PRICE of mild steel ferro-concrete bars has been increased 
as from December 13. p. 1000 





BUILDINGS FOR EDUCATION 


JFROLLOWING the gracious speech at the opening of 

Parliament, the House has lost no time in getting 
down to work, and the present tempo and importance of 
educational building justified the new Minister, Sir David 
Eccles, in taking up a large part of the time on the first 
day in conveying the Government’s decision to make 
additional money available, thus giving renewed impetus 
to the largest educational programme this country has ever 
undertaken. 

Before even considering the present proposals, it is useful 
to reflect on the volume of building work since 1945, and 
the following table shows new Primary and Secondary 
~~ school buildings completed between 1946 and 

a 








Schools completed 

Year (sum totals) Cost 
1946 9 — 
1947 10 — 
1948 25 £15.8m. 
1949 86 £21.5m. 
1950 224 £27.5m. 
1951 334 £34.6m. 
1952 489 £47.5m. 
1953 542 £55.4m. 








In addition to these large sums, there has been expendi- 
ture of approximately £4.5m. a year on the minor works 
programme. 

It is, nevertheless, clear from the Minister’s statement in 
the House that there is still a tremendous amount of work 
to be done to bring school building up to the requirements 





of the 1944 Act, and in particular to adjust the inequality 
of standards which so often applies between the country 
and the new housing estate. Very considerable pressure 
has been brought to bear on the Ministry from the Members 
of country constituencies, National Farmers’ Unions and 
the like to try to improve the rural buildings and to get rid 
of the “ all-age ” school which is far too often the unhappy 
lot of the rural areas. 

To many architects, whether they be official or private 
practitioners employed on school building, the proposals 
for freeing the present restrictions on total costs and the 
numbers of projects which can be proceeded with in any 
one year must be received with mixed views, since at this 
time everyone is flat out to get jobs out to tender and 
started before the end of this present financial year. The 
Minister’s knowledge and previous experience of building 
works, and the difficulties of starting work on site at the 
wrong end of the year would lead us to the view that, 
although this policy is determined by our budgetary control, 
it would, nevertheless, contribute quite considerably to a 
lowering in the cost of the school programme and ultimate 
speed of construction if Authorities were given at least a 
three-year programme for the whole of their educational 
building and allowed to start in the best conditions. 

There is some encouragement that this view might be 
considered by the statement that the traditional rdle, as 
between the Ministry and the Authorities, is now turned 
round and that the Minister is now taking a foot off the 
brake and putting it on the accelerator. This action, 
coinciding with the release of private building licences, 
might tend to increase the cost of school building, and it 
would appear that the Ministry should review the present 
cost-per-place figures, particularly in so far as the smaller 
secondary modern and grammar schools and instalment 
projects are concerned. To our knowledge, a number of 
tenders for these buildings recently received show that the 
present cost-per-place figures are unrealistic if proper 
standards of finish and a good quality of building, resulting 
in low maintenance and heating costs, are to be maintained. 

It is imperative in the carrying out of this programme 
and the wider programme of technological education, which 
was reviewed in Parliament at the end of last week, that a 
high standard of design and quality of materials and 
workmanship should be maintained, and that as far as pos- 
sible, with proper safeguards to the expenditure of public 
money, the irksome procedure and restrictions applying in 
particular to this branch of building should be removed. 
Our correspondence columns and the conversation when 
architects and contractors are gathered together underline 
the frustration, delay and extra cost involved by Local 
Government audit, which can hold up accounts for as long 
as two years after schools are occupied, and—by varying 
procedure for tendering and contract conditions, and other 
similar matters—run entirely contrary to many Govern- 
ment reports and the Robertson Committee on tendering 
procedure. 

With this huge programme in mind, the Minister can 
be assured that the building industry will do its utmost to 
assist in this vital task, fully realising that by so doing it 
has the welfare of the country no less than its own at heart. 
Nevertheless, we would respectfully suggest that serious 
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consideration should be given to criticisms which, if not 
heeded, might very well tend to make a large body of con- 
tractors disinterested in school building now that there is a 
larger field for their activities, and could tend to increase 
the cost of school building still further. 


THE SCULPTORS LAMENT 


(THE failure of the recent competition for a sculpture 

group for the new TUC headquarters building has set 
many people wondering whether contemporary architecture 
promises any future for “architectural” sculpture. Mr. 
Charles Wheeler, RA, in an article in The Times re- 
cently, has deplored the neglect of his art in this context. 
“ This,” he says, “is due to economic stringency, to a 
certain indifference on the part of the modern architect, 
and to the present confusion of view-points which bewilders 
would-be patrons of this, the noblest form of sculpture, 
and persuades them to eschew this troublesome subject 
which is sad. As all historic example points to the right- 
ness of incorporating sculpture with architecture, the pre- 
sent neglect must surely be made good in the years to 
come.” 

We are not sure that Mr. Wheeler’s reasons for the neg- 
lect of sculpture in contemporary architecture are entirely 
valid. Many building owners would not, and do not, be- 
grudge reasonable expenditure on embellishment, and not 
all architects are indifferent to it—indeed, we should say 
that very few are. The fact is that contemporary archi- 
tecture, at least externally, relies for aesthetic effect on 
abstract qualities of design, on colour and texture of sur- 
face, and it has so far shown little promise of developing 
a characteristic form of sculptural or decorative embellish- 
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—_ comparable with those associated with the historical 
styles. 

Architecture, for a variety of reasons, has become im. 
personal. Not so many years ago, when tradition was still 
dominant and architecture and the arts and crafts were 
inseparable, one could take up an illustration of a recent 
building and say unerringly “ Lutyens,” “ Blomfield” or 
“ Rickards,” or “Nicholson,” “Tapper” or “ Temple 
Moore.” It is still possible to do this with the work of 
a small handful of men who cling to something of their 
traditional faith. But how many could distinguish to-day 
between, say, the contemporary school designs of architects 
north, south, east or west? All have a family likeness, 
Design is probably the work not of an individual but of 
a number of men who are willing to submerge their indi- 
vidualities in the impersonal group. All this may be part 
of the inevitable price of contemporary architectural prac- 
tice and of technical progress. 

The real question is whether the highly personal work 
of the sculptor has any place in a machine-age architecture 
that shows signs of becoming dominated by prefabrication, 
modular co-ordination and mass production. If there is 
to be any sculpture at all on this it should presumably be 
as impersonal as the building itself. We recall one or two 
promising experiments of this sort, notably a symbolical 
carved crush of mechanical bits and pieces over the 
entrance doorway of an engineering laboratory. Something 
might be developed along these lines. But for the tradi- 
tional kind of realistic sculpture that Mr. Wheeler appears 
to have in mind there would seem to be little or no future 
in the architecture of the machine age, though some eleva- 
tions, by their very negativeness, make an excellent back- 
ground for free-standing set-pieces of the realistic kind. 








Photo: Howard Coster. 


THE NEW PRA. — Professor A. E. Richardson, MA, FRIBA, 
who has been elected President of the Royal Academy of Arts. 
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WOBURN ABBEY.—A view of reconstruction work designed by 
Professor A. E. Richardson, PRA (Richardson and Houfe). 
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Notes of the Week 


ARCHITECT PRA 


PROFESSOR RICHARDSON, whom 
we cordially congratulate on his 
election as President of the Royal Aca- 
demy (the fourth architect to receive the 
honour, the others having been James 
Wyatt, Sir Aston Webb and Sir Edwin 
Lutyens), is a man of extraordinary 
vitality, looking a good deal younger 
than his 74 years. In addition to running 
a busy practice (with the help of his 
son-in-law, Mr. E. A. S. Houfe), he is 
Director of the RA Architectural School, 
a member of the Royal Fine Art Com- 
mission, and deputy chairman of the 
Georgian Group. He also finds time to 
lecture, write books and scour the coun- 
try for antiques and unfamiliar examples 
of Georgian architecture. Earlier this 
year he drove his car to Rome and back. 
it is believed that we shall see some of 
the drawings he made there in next 
year’s RA Summer Exhibition. 
it was of Richardson that Stanley 
Ramsey, many years ago, wrote an 
amusing jingle that included the lines: 
Georgian in the country Neo-Grec in Town, 
That’s the stuff to give ’em if you want renown! 
Though the Neo-Grec phase is long 
past, the professor remains a Classicist 
at heart, and his enthusiasm for the 
Georgian period is entirely unabated. 
He lives in a Henry Holland house at 
Ampthill filled with eighteenth-century 
furniture and works of art. Even the 
lighting, by candles, is in period. Guests 
invited to dinner often find themselves 
wearing eighteenth-century costume and 
eating food of appropriate period 
character. 


THE PROFESSOR AS ARCHITECT 


IMPORTANT WORKS in the earlier years 
of the Professor’s career, carried out in 
partnership with Mr. C. Lovett Gill, in- 
clude the Opera House, Manchester, 
Moorgate Hall, London, the elevation to 
the Regent-street Polytechnic, London, 
and several blocks of West End flats. 
Recently the Professor has won golden 
opinions by his restorations of the bomb- 
damaged St. James’s, Piccadilly, Trinity 
House, Tower-hill, and Woburn Abbey. 
An illustration of the latter appears on 
facing page. He also designed the Royal 
Pavilion, Ascot; the Jockey Club, New- 
market; and the Church of the Holy 
Cross, Greenford. Notable buildings 
now in course of construction in the City 
from his designs include the Chancery- 
lane Safe Deposit and offices for The 
Financial Times. 

As all the world knows, the new 
PRA is an orator and a wit. We look 
forward with keen anticipation to the 
broadcast of his speech at next year’s 
Academy Banquet. 


ARCHITECTURAL BENEVOLENCY 


THE ABS ball last week was generally 
held to be the most successful yet. Over 
800 people comfortably filled Grosvenor 
House’s ballroom which had _ been 
delightfully decorated for the occasion 
by the London architectural schools, 
whose members had also designed the 
Stands for sideshows where money was 
gracefully and amusingly extracted for 
that best of all architectural causes—the 
Centenary Appeal fund of the Architects’ 
Benevolent Society. Food, band and 
entertainment were excellent—the only 
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NEW FLATS AT NANTES.—A huge new block of flats, to be known as “ Cité 
Radieuse, ’’ designed by Le Corbusier, is now nearing completion at Reze, near Nantes, 


France. 


This 17-storey building, which is about 170 ft. in height, dominates the 


surrounding countryside. Ii is intended to house about 1,500 people in 300 apartments, 
which have every modern amenity. The block will also have a maternity centre and a 
large playroom. Commenced in July, 1953, it will be ready for occupation in March 


next. 


The photograph shows work in progress on the flats. 





grumble we heard being aimed at a rather 
sticky dance floor—and the President of 
the Society (who, with Mrs. Aslin, was a 
gracious host) must have been delighted 
with the result which netted nearly 
£2,500, which will go towards building 
the Homes for the elderly. Congratula- 
tions to Cecil Epril and his staunch 
committee ! 

The ABS general fund, however, still 
requires money for its unceasing work of 
assisting the architect or his family who 
have fallen on hard times. 
chance for those of us who were unable 
to go to the ball, quickly to make our 
contributions. These should go to Miss 
Solly, General Secretary, ABS, 66, Port- 
land-place, W1, and will, we know, earn 
her blessings and those of the Society’s 
pensioners who need its help this 
Christmas. 


RIBA LICENTIATESHIP TO END 


SincE January 1, 1934, the class of 
Licentiates of the RIBA has been open 
only to those whose names are on the 
register maintained by the Architects’ 
Registration Council of the United King- 
dom. As from August i, 1940, admis- 
sions to this register on a_ practice 
qualification, apart from a few excep- 


‘tions under Regulation 26B, were discon- 


tinued and only those who qualify by the 
examinations recognised for the purpose 
may be admitted to the register. These 
examinations are identical with those 
which qualify candidates for the Asso- 
ciateship RIBA. There has, therefore, 
been a period of 21 years in which 
persons holding a practice qualification 
have had the opportunity to apply for 
election as Licentiates. 

By resolution of the Council in 
accordance with By-law 7, further 
admissions to the class of Licentiates 
will be discontinued as from Decem- 
ber 31, 1955. 


Here is a’ 


ARCHITECTURE TO ORDER 


Mr. EpDwWaRD CRANKSHAW, who pro- 
bably knows his Russia as well as any 
Englishman to-day, has been entertaining 
his readers in The Observer with a racy 
account of an official deviation from the 
established party line on Soviet Architec- 
ture. The West, as he truly says, have 
long been depressed by the heavy taste- 
lessness of contemporary Soviet building. 
“Now,” says Mr. Crankshaw, “in the 
presence of the highest leaders in the 
land this style has been condemned ... 
and the banner of functionalism has been 
unfurled.” The academic architects, and 
particularly the president of the 
Academy, A. G. Mordvinov, appear. to 
have been roughly handled at a confer- 
ence by the First Secretary of the Party, 
who interrupted the president’s set speech 
to say: “There is no trace of the yard- 
stick (of cost) in your report. Is it quite 
impossible to think in terms of what a 
building costs. ...?” 

This conference, says Crankshaw, has 
let fresh air into a stuffy situation; he 
adds that “if there exists an up-and- 
coming school of younger architects in 
the Soviet Union, their day has come.” 
And so, one fears, may have come the 
day of the older architects, such are the 
occupational rigours of the Soviet artist 
who fails to discern the trend of the party 
line. We shall watch for evidence of the 
new architecture with interest. 


NOTRE-DAME 


M. JEAN SCHLUMBERGER, in an article 
in Le Figaro, protests vigorously .against 
the pending restoration of the “last 
face” of the south tower .of Notre- 
Dame. He agrees that the thirteenth- 
century stonework is somewhat decayed 
but not sufficiently to justify replacement. 
Moulds ‘of the stonework taken fifteen 
years ago show that little change has 
since occurred. 
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= , peop! 
An African Newsletter tials, 
Johannesburg, November 11, 1954 nightly bryvieis, when 2S 
(delayed in transit). an erstwhile — month's Rand 
hs ; . English ration of steak is 
F an abundance of piped hot water is . . part 
: eer grilled by native boys = 
one of the recognisable signs Of Over wood fires. does th m 
civilisation, then South Africa qualifies nothing to diminish. all t 
with full marks. But when you find it in — dence 
the rest camps of the Kruger Game EU/ROPE IN AFRICA of th 
Reserve, deep in the bushvelt 250 miles Mocambique or Portu- war 
from Johannesburg, some small sensation e se tt 4 to0 € 
ee. Set i : guese East Africa being 
of surprise is permissible. It is a little ¢, near. a prolonging of recog 
unusual, after all, to sit in a steaming hot Y Afric 
. “aging the trip to Lourencgo as 
bath while the hyenas and lions make Marques seemed only soure 
their accustomed noises a few yards from sensible. Those wheee that 
the window. But that is Africa, a land sate ; being 
: ; ; ; . geography has become nal 
of surprises in which no one seems dimmed since leaving eens 
astonished. school may _ best 5. on 
The Game Reserve is a_ national remember this delightful las | 
institution, as it deserves to be, by reason ity as Delagoa Bay. The fae iia 
of its imaginative setting. It owes its rain which has con- sl ie 
being to Paul Kruger whose original sjstently followed your sidia 
conception of a small reserve for the correspondent through 
preservation of animal life has been pro- South Africa (so much / 
gressively enlarged until the Reserve now so that there has been At 
covers an area of nearly 8,000 square talk of acquiring him estin 
miles. It has an average depth of 50 for the nation and send- achie 
miles and stretches about 350 miles from jing him off to the any 
top to bottom, for much of its length drought-ridden Orange force 
touching Mocambique. There are 1,400 Free State) duly obliged used. 
miles of dirt roads and a total of 15 rest again, and the town was soun 
camps where visitors may stay overnight. reached in a torrential arch 
By five in the morning you are abroad storm. Lourenco using 
in a car, and can count yourself unlucky Marques has all the pane 
if before breakfast a selection of ante- flavour of a Portuguese set < 
lope, zebras, giraffe, hippo, warthogs and city — wide avenues, One 
lion has not shown itself for inspection. many trees, stuccoed critic 
On ee — ey — Rapa ne and a blue sea. ing ( 
absented themselves, a fact which seems It is a favourite holida nae eran e hi 
sadder in retrospect than it did at the resort for corathecntareid Photo: The Johannesburg “* Star = 
time. Whipsnade with the lid half off the who find it fully worth Fig.3. AFRIKANER MEMORIAL, VEREENIGING: alurr 
Reserve may be; in fact, it is a thrilling enduring the lengthy Model for a monument designed by the South African whic 
and fascinating experience which the though harmonious cus- sculptor Coert Steynberg, to be erected at Vereeniging to pany 
toms rites. The city has represent the defeat of the Afrikaner people in the South struc 
- - e one of the most impor- African war and their resurgence after the Peace of light 
: tant harbours in East  [/ereeniging. The recumbent figure with the dagger in his (Fig. 
—? ye oe natural —peart is intended to symbolise the Afrikaners in defeat in Afri 
gs the - — 1902. Out of the wound comes “‘ a spirit of steel” flourishing And 
Sor Pt -cogligg tl a sword “‘ to symbolise the spirit which grew out of defeat.” scale 
; by the Portuguese in the The monument, estimated to cost £20,000, has been com- omy 
late 19th century to cede missioned by the Vereeniging Memorial Committee. " . 
Mocambique for a mere burg 





£1 million was refused by the British 
Government. Modern drainage tech- 
niques are clearing much of the swampy, 
fever-ridden lowlands and turning them 
into highly productive farms. 

Most of the commercial buildings and 
hotels follow the Mediterranean styles, 


THE CITY OF GOLD 


So to Johannesburg, city of gold. 
There are at least two Johannesburgs, 
the first of which was described by a 
casually-met young visitor from _ Tel 
Aviv as a place where they are so busy 


Fig. 1. An Architect’s House, Lourengo and many of the private houses have a ™aking money that they don’t know 
Marques. Below: Fig. 2. A block close silty with Hollywood-Spanish, When they are dead. Certainly it is a city 
of Shops and living accommodation, but there is a modern school of design Of Tush which seems never to have for- 


Lourengo Marques, using a brise-soleil 
technique of unusual character. 





whose works are best seen in the new 
cathedral and in the broadcasting offices. 
There are also some curious outcrops by 
architects who have obviously studied 
their “ glossies,” of which I show two 
examples, a block of shops with living 
accommodation above (Fig. 2) in which 
a novel form of brise-soleil has been 
used; and the house of an architect 
(Fig. 1). There is a functional reason for 
raising the house on stilts—it helps to 
make it burglar-proof! 

Home through Swaziland, a British 
Protectorate, which has some of the most 
lovely country in South Africa, much of 
it reminiscent (if one discounts the al- 
most universal redness of the earth) of 
the Scottish lowlands. Many people 
from the Transvaal are retiring here to 
farms, especially in the Mbabane area. 


gotten that it was founded in a hurry 
and still has something of the flavour of a 
prospectors’ town, ringed as it is with 
the towering white or yellow mine spoil 
and slime heaps. Great multi-storeyed 
blocks of buildings lie cheek by jowl 
with single-storeyed framed houses. The 
atmosphere of hurry is accentuated by 
the layout of the city which is on a 200-ft. 
grid and causes pedestrian as well as 
traffic progress to be somewhat slow, be- 
sides providing the newcomer with prob- 
lems. Though less than 70 years old, it 
is estimated that Johannesburg has been 
rebuilt virtually three times, and certainly 
at present there is plenty of evidence that 
the builders are hard at work. 

The second Johannesburg is very 
different, however. It reveals itself in the 
amazing kindness and generosity of its 
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people to those who come with creden- 
tials, a hospitality which is instinct with 
sense and consideration. Yet underneath 
all this One senses an uneasiness, part 
due to a knowledge that the life of the 
Rand gold mines may well be limited, 
part to the colour problems which pose 
themselves without ceasing, and most of 
all to the intensive and unhealthy inci- 
dence of politics which bedevils so much 
of the South African life. That the Boer 
War is still being fought is unhappily all 
too evident, and to the ordinary man who 
recognises the tremendous potential of 
Africa and the wealth of talent and re- 
sources which it owns, it must appear 
that the Union’s many blessings are not 
being fully realised. Irrespective of its 
considerable merits as a design, the pro- 
ject (Fig. 3) for commemorating the 
ers who fell in the war of 1902, laud- 
in: the Afrikaner spirit of resurgence, 
strikes many of the Afrikaans-speaking 
community as well as the English as 
ridiculous and dangerous. 


ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST 


Architecturally Johannesburg is inter- 
esting. There are many buildings which 
achieve a fair level of quality without in 
any way being outstanding. The rein- 
forced concrete frame is _ universally 
used, with brick or terrazzo-slab infilling, 
sound but not inspiring. One or two 
architects, notably Harold Leroith, are 
using the framed building with light 
panel walls of glass and these may well 
set a new and more promising fashion. 
One exception, at least, to the general 
criticism is the Chamber of Mines Build- 
ing (Gardiner and McFadyen, architects) 
which is a triumph of massing, and in its 
combination of white precast stone with 
aluminium banding panels is a building 
which may well take its place in any com- 
pany. Another building which uses its 
structural frame in conjunction with 
light cladding is the Medical Centre 
(Fig. 4) which last year won the South 
African Institute of Architects’ medal. 
And there are others, mostly smaller_in 
scale, which merit praise, one being Nut- 
combe, Summerley and Lange’s Univer- 
sity Bookshop. In such structures seem 
to me to lie much hope for Johannes- 
burg’s architectural future. 


iw =] 














Fig. 4. 


The Medical Centre, 
Johannesburg. 
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In ‘spite of the apparent activity, 
Johannesburg builders seem uneasy about 
their future. They have many troubles, 
of which those connected with labour 
take first place. They are building well 
and solidly in a manner hardly different 
to that of pre-war days. The speed with 
which new buildings are demanded hits 
both builders and architects, and suffi- 
cient time is rarely given to either the 
design or pre-planning stages. In the cir- 
cumstances the industry does magni- 
ficently. But it must and can do better, 
in the opinion of many of the forward- 
thinking among both architects and 
builders. 

I. M. L. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


ARCHITECTURE AS AN ART 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR,—The difficulties which are at pre- 

sent hindering architectural educa- 
tion seem to me to stem from one cause 
only, which is that the profession has not 
made up its mind exactly whether 
students should be taught “bread and 
butter design” or whether they should 
be trained to be creative artists. The 
present trouble is aggravated by methods 
of teaching which produce “bread and 
butter or architectural design” or the 
copying of the “form givers” coupled 
with the preaching of unrelated theories 
often couched in very long words and 
generally meaningless, but all said under 
the heading of “ Art.” 

If the profession wants to teach 
“bread and butter design” which will 
produce neat buildings, well composed, 
in good proportion, in scale, well con- 
structed with the right materials and 
above all fitted to their work, then the 
problem is quite straightforward and, 
with a clear policy on simple lines, we 
should produce some well designed 
buildings which should remain without 
giving offence to the ordinary person. 
Obviously we should not, in these cir- 
cumstances, produce bizarre or eye- 
catching new styles, such as motor 
designers do, because buildings must 
stand for a long time, and after the 
novelty has gone, they become a _ nuis- 
ance. Unfortunately, “ bread and butter 
design ” is insignificant since anyone can 
do it, as the public are rapidly appreciat- 
ing, and as it is a matter of taste, the 
public take what they like. It would seem 
to be very wrong to exploit any of these 
styles. As this type of design is also the 
only one that can be criticised or dis- 
cussed, this is the one we hear so much 
about and have “explained” to us by 
the “ experts.” 

If the profession wants to produce 


. creative artists, then an entirely new sys- 


tem must be evolved. As far as I can 
find out no school of architecture or 
“art” in this civilisation teaches students 
to become real artists. Indeed, I have 
asked a number of Final Year sculpture 
and architecture students what they have 
been learning in design and the purpose 
of such learning, and it is quite obvious 
that they do not know and have never 
thought about the matter; after a time 
some of them talked at length about 
being “socially right” or even “an 
efficient machine is art.” But really art 
is not mentioned and no one even bothers 
to find out anything about it. 





975 






Acanifites— 


THE PRA 
“His foe is folly and his 
weapon—wit.” 





The only way that our profession can 
endure is by making architecture once 
again an art, and building buildings 
which will really live. Other civilisa- 
tions have trained the right people 
to genius; it is quite natural and quite 
possible. A. C. Corton [ARIBA] 

16, Lawrence-street, SW3. 


“THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ARCHITECT ” 
To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR,—A Public Works Congress paper 

given on November 16 by Mr. L. C. 
Howitt, FRIBA, MTPI, City Architect, 
Manchester, contains the following 
paragraphs: 

““Where the volume of building work 
is continuous the employment of salaried 
architectural staff under an architect chief 
officer is economica!ly sound.. 

“It is the experience of county, city and 
borough architects’ dzpartments that 
allowing for all overhead expenses such 
as a private architect would have to bear 
—rent and rates, service charges, clerical 
staff costs, printing, stationery, advertising, 
telephones, office equipment and all other 
sundries—the cost of equal professional 
services by an official department should 
not exceed two-thirds of the cost of the 
same services rendered by private 
practitioners. ; 

“Indeed, one main justification for the 
employment of salaried architects is this 
saving in cost, and similar economic 
motives have actuated the great banking, 
commercial and industrial firms in estab- 
lishing their own architects’ departments. 
This is true, but, in comparing the cost 

of municipal architectural offices with 
the employment of those in private prac- 
tice, it should be remembered that the 
RIBA scale of charges is intended to pro- 
vide the architect and his staff with a 
reasonable standard of living, and is 
certainly not devised so as to enable a 
third party—the employer—to extract 
justifiably a net profit of 335 per cent. 
from architects’ work when measured 
against the above scale. 

In my opinion the present state of 
affairs is certainly not justifiable. Under- 
payment of the local government archi- 
tect encourages industry to do likewise, 
to the detriment of the whole profession 
and not least of all the private architect 
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whose practice must suffer extensively as 
the result of it. There is no such net 
profit of 334 per cent. to be made out of 
an architectural office if architects are 
properly remunerated. The justification 
for such an office is its convenience and 
the economy derived through continuity 
of work. 

To anyone who has attempted to pre- 
pare figures on this matter, it is evident 
that the principal sufferers are the senior 
members of the staffs who are the actual 
architects, and whose remuneration is 
frequently inadequate to the point of in- 
justice. They have no means of obtain- 
a proper award in their favour. 

One of the commonest commodities in 
this country at the present time is techni- 
cal knowledge and experience. Without 
unified action on the part of those 
possessing it, it’ is consequently one of 
the cheapest. One cannot too strongly 
endorse Mr. Howitt's comments regard- 
ing architects working under the direc- 
tion of another profession. There are 
some 40 county boroughs which have 
not yet appointed an architect as a chief 
officer. Considering the magnitude of 
most municipal building programmes, 
this cannot be other than to the detri- 
ment of the authorities concerned, and 
the same applies in industry. In certain 
cases it can be proved beyond all ques- 
tion. 

Let us hope that the policy of the 
RIBA will result in the formation of an 
association by which the remuneration 
and appointments of the profession may 
be properly determined. 


DouGLas N. RICHARDSON. 


RETENTION MONEYS ON 
BUILDING CONTRACTS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


SiR,—I was very interested to read of 
the Working Party’s report con- 
“ag this matter (The Builder, Decem- 

er 3). 

To talk of the possibility of bonds or 
guarantees replacing retentions is surely 
putting the cart before the horse. Ona 
large number of Local Authority con- 
tracts, bonds and retentions are both 
required. In the circumstances, I should 
have thought that the Working Party 
might have considered the whole subject 
on a much wider basis. It should be 
realised that not only does the contractor 
in these instances pay what amounts to 
interest on the bond itself, but he is addi- 
tionally out-of-pocket by reason of capi- 
tal locked up in retentions. It is prob- 
bably not possible to assess what effect 
this has on the trade as a whole, except 
to say that it must provide an additional 
strain on the industry’s total available 
capital resources. 

Why some Local Authority employers 
should expect to have their cake and eat 
it, whereas private building owners do 
not normally ask for bonds at all, is 
beyond comprehension. Performance 
bonds are possibly peculiar to the build- 
ing industry, but would hardly be neces- 
sary at all if the client took the trouble 
to inquire into the status of the firm 
tendering. It would appear that private 
building owners can do this, but not so 
Local Authorities, who in any case al- 
most always strictly adhere to the prin- 
ciple of awarding the contract to the 
lowest tender irrespective of the standing 
of the firm concerned. This fact and the 
“ free-for-all” system of public tender- 
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ing, is surely at the bottom of the trouble. 
It is suggested, therefore, that a regulated 
system of selective tendering should 
mean the elimination of bonds. 


An instance was brought to my notice 
quite recently where a reputable firm was 
unable to provide the bond required as 
their insurance company decided that the 
contractor already had sufficient work on 
hand. It needs very little imagination 
to picture the building industry having to 
run, cap in hand, to various insurance 
companies or finance houses to find out 
whether they would be allowed to do a 
job of work. In this particular instance, 
as the contractor concerned was not 
allowed to do the work, the next lowest 
tender had to be accepted, thus consider- 
ably increasing the cost of the particular 
contract. 

It is suggested, therefore, that the 
Working .Party: should consider whether 
bonds as such should be discontinued in 
their entirety and the traditional reten- 
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tion system retained subject to the 
following modifications : — 

(1) Normal basic retention to be re- 
duced from 10 per cent. as at present 
to a maximum of five per cent. 

(2) Retentions should be progres- 
sively released as sections of the con- 
tract are handed over. 

(3) Sub-contractors and nominated 
suppliers, etc., should not be required 
to wait until the completion of the 
main contract for the release of their 
retention moneys. This should be 
done as soon as their work has been 
satisfactorily completed. 

(4) The employer should pay the 
contractor interest at normal bank 
overdraft rates on outstanding retcn- 
tion moneys. This should be an incen- 
tive to the building owner for an 
early release of retentions. 

E. G. FIsH 


90, Queen-street, London, EC4. 





OBITUARY 
Cyril Arthur Farey, FRIBA 


Y the death of Cyril Farey (briefly 

recorded in The Builder last week) 
we lose our leading architectural 
draughtsman, an architect of distinction, 
and a man of great personal charm. Cyril 
Farey, who was 66, was born in London, 
the son of Arthur Farey, and educated 
at Tonbridge School. Serving articles 
with Horace Field, FRIBA, he also 
studied at the AA and Royal Academy 
Schools. He was one of the most bril- 
liant students of his time, winning the 
Tite Prize in 1913 and the Soane Medal- 
lion in 1914. He also won the RA School’s 
Gold Medal and the Edward Stott 
Travelling Studentship in 1921. 

After working as an assistant in the 
office of Ernest Newton, RA, where his 
contemporaries included that other bril- 
liant draughtsman, Alec Horsnell, who 
was to be killed in the 1914-18 war, Farey 
set up in practice for himself and had 
considerable success in competitions, 
sometimes in association with other archi- 
tects. With Horace Field he won first 
prize for the Trevor Estate, Knights- 
bridge, and with Graham Dawbarn the 
important competition for Raffles Col- 
lege. Singapore, held to commemorate the 
centenary of the death of Stamford 
Raffles, founder of the colony. The build- 
ing was completed about 20 years 
ago and although occupied by the 
Japanese in the late war escaped serious 
damage. An earlier success on his own 
account was the winning of the compe- 
tition for a Memorial Fountain, organ- 
ised by the Civic Arts Association. In 
recent years he practised in partnership 
with his son, Mr. Michael Farey, MA, 
ARIBA, and Mr. J. J. Adams, ARIBA. 
with whom he carried out a number of 
churches and houses of distinction in the 
London area. With A. Trystan Edwards 
he published in 1931 “ Architectural 
Drawing, Perspective and Rendering.” 

Cyril Farey, notwithstanding the suc- 
cess he achieved in practice, will be 
chiefly remembered as the dominating 
architectural draughtsman of his time. 
Year after year the Architectural Room 
at the Royal Academy would include per- 
haps a dozen or more of his admirable 
water-colour perspectives. His services 
were in great demand, for he had the 


knack of making even an indifferent ce- 
sign look pictorially —— and to 
have your building drawn by Farey was 
almost a guarantee of hanging. It has 
been recorded that Lutyens, looking into 
the Room on one occasion, remarked, 
‘What ho the Farey glen! ” 

Farey was an excellent water-colourist, 
but also drew in pencil and pen-and-ink, 
and his works in these media were fre- 
quently hung in the other galleries at the 
RA. Cyril Farey had a warm, kindly 
personality, and with all his success re- 
mained a quiet, modest man, much 
beloved by a host of friends. We offer 
our deepest sympathy to Mrs. Farey and 
her son and daughter. 


Robert Burns Dick, FRIBA 


We regret to announce the death, 
which occurred at his home at Esher on 
December 11, of Mr. Robert Burns Dick, 
FRIBA, a partner in the firm of Cackett, 
Burns Dick and Mackellar, of Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. He began his architectural 
career with Mr. W. Lister Newcombe, 
FRIBA, Newcastle, to whom he was 
articled, and entered into partnership 
with Mr. James T. Cackett, FRIBA, in 
1899. His designs were successful in 
competitions for: Police Buildings, 
Newcastle; Police Courts, Berwick-upon- 
Tweed and Warrington; Model Lodging 
Houses, Aberdeen and Newcastle Cor- 
porations; Trinity Presbyterian Church, 
Newcastle; and (in conjunction with Mr. 
Cackett) large business premises for 
Messrs. March, Jones and Cribb, Leeds. 

Other joint schemes were: Large build- 
ings, including Laing Art Gallery, Pil- 
grim House, Cross House, Northern 
Conservative Club, Newcastle; Naval 
shipyard at Walker-on-Tyne; Messrs. 
Short Bros. naval aircraft works, 
Cardington, Bedford and Rochester. 


Sir Alker Tripp, CBE 


WE REGRET to record the death of Sir 
Alker Tripp, formerly Assistant Com- 
missioner of the Metropolitan Police, 
and an expert on traffic problems. He 
wrote frequently on this subject and his 
“Road Traffic and its Control,’ pub- 
lished in 1938, is the standard text book 
on this subject. For seven years, from 
1942, Tripp served on the Royézl 
oo Planning Committee. He wes 
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View of the junior school. The main entrance is immediately behind the two-storey block on the extreme left. 


BAILDON FERNIEHURST COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
For the West Riding of Yorkshire County Council 


Architects 
HARRISON & SEEL, FF./ARIBA, 
Architect to West Riding County Council: HUBERT BENNETT, FRIBA 


Quantity Surveyors Clerk of Works Builders 
HIGGINS & PARTNERS T. DUGGAN TOM SMITH (OTLEY), LTD. 





View of the two-storey classroom block. 
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Main elevation and section of the junior school, showing fall of the site. 


HE school at Baildon, Yorkshire, is situated on a 
dour, harsh but magnificent site falling abruptly 
200 ft. to the valley below, and the architecture is 
designed to be in keeping with these surroundings. 
Local Yorkstone rubble, much of it found on the site, 
has been used for external walls with York-stone 
facing slabs set vertically to give a contrasting texture. 
The self-faced slabs of the assembly hall vary in colour 
from stone grey to a rich sienna, and the roof is faced 
with York-stone slates of similar hue bedded on felt. 


The heating scheme is mainly by concealed panels 
under the floor supplemented by heating units situated 
in the stores between classrooms, which draw in 
filtered air from the outside and which are thermo- 
statically controlled. This scheme was decided upon 
because of the smoky conditions which beset the site 
with a south-west wind and provides for good ventila- 














Infants School 






tion when the windows have to be kept fully closed. 

The school, which was designed under the 1949 
programme, accommodates 320 infants and juniors 
at present with provision for an additional 240 infants 
at a later date. "The contract price of the present 
section was £68,280, which worked out at a cost per 
place of £168. Following is a list of the principal 
sub-contractors and suppliers :— 

Stone, J. Murphy, Bradford, Waterhouse Denbigh and 
Co., Ltd., Bradford, George Armitage and Co., Ltd., 
Robin Hood, Wakefield, Percy Pickard, Ltd., Eccleshill, 
Bradford, and S. Marshall and Sons, Ltd., Southowram, 
Halifax ; facing bricks, Wray and Sons York Facing Bricks, 
Ltd., York ; structural steelwork, Sherratt and Smith, Ltd., 
Salford ; assembly hall roof steel, Overstructures, Ltd. ; 
light steel roof purlins, Metal Sections, Ltd., Birmingham ; 
Carda windows, Holcon, Ltd. ; metal windows, Williams 
and Williams, Ltd., Chester ; sanitary fittings, Adamsez, 
Ltd., London and Newcastle ; lavatory cubicles, Flexo 
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Plan of the school. 
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Entrance {to dining-room [block, with 
junior school assembly hall on the 
right. 


=P F 


View of main entrance to junior 
school. 





Dining-room, showing entrance from 
infants’ assembly hall block. 
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Front elevation of dining- 
room looking towards 
junior assembly hall. 
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End view of the 
two-storey class- 
room block. 
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Secondary staircase in the classroom block. 


Plywood Industries, Ltd. ; cloakrocm fittings, Gamble and 
Shapcott, Ltd., Manningham, Bradford. 

Ironmongery, Nicholls and Clarke, Ltd. ; Vitreflex rain- 
water goods, J. and R. Griffiths, Ltd., Cardiff ; bituminous 
roofing, Permanite, Ltd., Manchester ; concrete wall tiles, 
Moorden Tile Products, Ltd., Penistone ; faience tiling, 


Leeds Fireclay Co., Ltd. ; Accotile flooring, Rowen and 
Boden, Ltd., Glasgow ; Pyrok spray, Decorators, Ltd., 
Liverpool ; metal balustrading, Hurst, Franklin and Co., 
Ltd. ; electrical installation, N. G. Bailey and Co., Ltd., 
Leeds ; heating and ventilating, Carrier-Ross Engineering 
Co. ; gardening, Roydfield Contractors, Leeds. 


BAILDON FERNIEHURST COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL, FOR WEST RIDING CC 














View of main staircase, showing concrete sculpture. 
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View from south-east. 


A House near the Dunstable Downs, Bedfordshire 


Architects 
PETER DUNHAM, WIDDUP & HARRISON, 
F/AA.RIBA 
Builders 


W. A. NELSEY, LTD. 


Ooopoooon ~ 


Bedroom 


Plan of the heuse. 
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Site: The house 1s on _ the 
boundary of the permitted develop- 
ment at Studham, near Whipsnade, 
and the Dunstable Downs. It is 
therefore planned at right angles to 
the road and overlooks what should 
be permanent open space to the 
south. 


Plan: The client is a psycho- 
therapist, and required a_ spare 
bedroom which could be used 


occasionally as a consulting room. 
The house is designed for simple 
but spacious living with a minimum 
of housework. A dining-kitchen and 
a bedroom accessible direct from the 
lounge was required. 


Heating and Services : The lounge 
has electric tubular heaters under the 
main window, and an open fire- 
place with a York stone mantel- 
shelf. The kitchen and dining 
space are heated by an Esse stove, 

Construction and finishes: 'Tra- 
ditional 11-in. cavity brick walls 
with “‘ Snowcemmed ”’ rustic bricks. 
Timber-framed main roof covered 
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View showing living-room window and sun-blind. 


with cedar-wood shingles. The 
roofs over the dining space, out- 
buildings and garage are boarded 
and covered with patent felt roofing. 
The paint for the lounge walls 
was specially mixed and is a very 
light grey with a little green added. 


The floors of the lounge and main 
bedroom are covered with oak 
The floors of the consult- 
ing room, hall and kitchen are of 
teak blocks. The builders were 
Messrs. W. A. Nelsey, Ltd., High- 
street, Markyate, Herts. 


blocks. 


Vier in the living-room. 


HOUSE NEAR THE 
DUNSTABLE 
DOWNS, 
BEDFORDSHIRE 
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View of front elevation from the east. 


FACTORY AT LIVERPOOL Quantity Surveyors 
W. F. FIDGEN & SON 
Architect Builders 
REGINALD H. GALLANAUGH, LRIBA TYSONS (CONTRACTORS), LTD. 


Detail of main entrance. 
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Y designing this building for 
Messrs. Ch. Goldrei Foucard 
and Son, Ltd., the architect was to 
some extent governed by the require- 
ments in connection with the pro- 
cessing of confectionery sundries, 
such as lemon curd, synthetic 
cream, etc., being the products 
manufactured there. 


The production of these items 
makes it a wet process and, there- 
fore, care had to be taken to ensure 
that production units were properly 
segregated from raw materials and 
finished goods. The principle of 
the scheme was to deliver raw 
materials to a first-floor gulley on 
the two sides about 20 ft. wide. The 
materials were then measured and 
passed by gravity to the compart- 
ment under, where they awaited 
processing in the production area. 


Due to the restrictions in force 
it was not possible to construct the 
office block on the main front and, 
a therefore, the architect had to 
consider a treatment for an elevation View of front elevation from the north. 
which was virtually an unfinished 
building. This is why the elevations a ; ; 
themselves are in the nature of mass turbing any of the present structure rh protege: LO Z pos ell go ay noe 


brickwork which was considered to. or interfering with the running of  Asphalte Co., Ltd., asphalt. 


H : >) ae . s Phoenix Electrical Co. (London), Ltd., 
be more effective than trying to the factory. Following is a list of = .)..Seu) ath: Caadienn Gin ied te. tak 





perforate the fabric with windows, sub-contractors :— sanitary fittings, ironmongery, etc. ; Forticrete, 
etc Ltd., precast concrete; Mather and Platt, 
" British Reinforced Concrete Engineering Co., Ltd., roller shutters ae cog ag Co., Ltd., 

j Ltd., reinforcement ; A. E. Watson (Exeter), windows; G. N. aden an sons, Ltd., 

The scheme has been so designed Ltd., steelwork ; Ravenhead Brick Co., Ltd., processed steam and heating installation ; 


that at a later date a two-storey bricks; Johnson Floor Con, Ltd., Monotax Broads Manufacturing Co. Ltd., floor channel 

paving ; Byron and Co., Ltd., floor and wa gratings. etc.; James Stott an son, Ltd., 
office block can be erected on the —Piving j, ivron ane Ltd., and Boddy Roofing plumbing ; Danks of Netherton, Ltd. chimney 
front of the building without dis-  Co., Ltd., asbestos roofing ; Wiggins-Sankey, stack. 
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FACTORY AT LIVERPOOL : Plan of factory and site plan. 
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A traffic viaduct of the future, utilising the tops of buildings, as envisaged by 
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Wing- 


Commander Cave-Browne-Cave. 


“LONDON IN AD 2000” 
Roof-top and Underground Roadways 


ss LIFE IN THE YEAR AD 2000” was 

the subject of a _ Bicentenary 
essay competition promoted by the Royal 
Society of Arts. The first two prize- 
winning essays were read by their 
authors—Wing-Commander T. R. Cave- 
Browne-Cave, CBE, FRAeS, MIMechE, 
and Mr. C. E. H. Watson, BSc(NZ), 
MICE, AMI, AMIMechE, at a meeting 
of the Society on Wednesday, Novem- 
ber 24, with Sir Alfred Bossom, MP, 
FRIBA, in the chair. 


Both essayists concentrated on the 
London traffic problem, Wing- 
Commander Cave-Browne-Cave finding 
his solution in a scheme for Roof-top 
Roadways, and Mr. Watson his in a sys- 
tem of Underground Roadways. Each 
was described with a wealth of imagina- 
tive detail. We take the following brief 
extracts from the two essays. 


Roof-top Roadways 


WING-COMMANDER’ T._ R. 
BROWNE-CAVE Said : — 

The top-surface of buildings is not 
normally used for an important purpose. 
Where it is possible to arrange many of 
these buildings in a continuous line and 
to carry the traffic artery along the roof 
the cost of the buildings themselves will 
not be greatly increased and there will 
be an effective and economical contribu- 
tion to the solution of both the traffic 
problem and the building problem. 


The structure may well be that of a 
normal steel frame building 100 feet high 
but carrying, instead of its normal top 
storey, a structure which will support 
normal roadway slabs and transmit the 
load to the main columns of the building. 
The roadway will have an open width of 
60 feet between kerbs or preferably two 
separate lanes leaving room for light 
wells along the axis of the building. 


Along the outer edges of the roadway 
there must be a parapet just low enough 
to allow passengers to see over it. The 
parapet will form a duct for mains and 
services with easy access from a footway 
formed outside it. 


CAVE- 


The approaches to the new roadways 
will be formed as sloping spurs arranged 
at intervals of about one mile on both 
sides of the main roadway. The gradient 
of these spurs will be one in ten, involv- 
ing a length of about 800 feet in coming 
down to ground level. Gradients of this 
steepness are quite satisfactory on many 
existing main roads and should be quite 
acceptable for traffic joining or leaving 
the main viaduct. The spurs need not 
necessarily be straight but may curve 
round so as to conform with the direc- 
tion of streets with which they will con- 
nect at ground level. 


At the junction of each spur with the 
main viaduct a roundabout will be 
formed 20 feet under the level of the 
main roadway so that vehicles can leave 
or join the main streams. A driver can 
change from one main stream to that 
flowing in the opposite direction by going 
down to the roundabout and up on the 
other side. 


The sloping spurs offer a convenient 
opportunity for providing garage accom- 
modation on successive floors say 15 or 
20 feet apart in height. The spurs will 
be 70 feet wide with 20 feet wide entry 
at each level between the up and down 
lanes. Cars will be parked diagonally 
with a turning circle at the inner end 
under the junction of the spur with the 
main roadway. Each spur will provide 
parking space for about 500 vehicles. 


Location of the viaducts is a matter of 
town planning. The greatest difficulty 
lies in passing buildings of national im 
portance or of immense value. On the 
other hand, slums, markets and disused 
railway lines offer easier and more desir- 
able passage. 

One viaduct might well start from the 
present blank end of Western Avenue at 
Shepherds Bush and follow a course lying 
between Oxford Street and the main-line 
railway stations to connect with the junc- 
tion of Mile End and Commercial Roads, 
or perhaps continuing further east 
through the devastated area to the 
Barking By-pass itself. 


December 17 1954 


{f the viaduct were planned as a whole 
it would be convenient to construct a few 
sections at a time using the access spurs 
in their final position and form. The 
Eastern section from a spur near King’s 
Cross to the Eastern end near the Docks 
and the Barking By-pass through the 
much devastated area might form a con- 
venient and useful beginning. 


The railway line from Blackheath Hil] 
Station through Peckham Rye to Addison 
Road involves some difficult crossings but 
might prove a very convenient channel, 


Underground Roadways 


Mr. C. E. H. WATSON said : — 


In broad outline the scheme envisazes 
a vast radial and circular network of 
fast, all-weather, arterial roads tunnelied 
in the chalk, and connected with its older, 
slower, surface counterpart by means of 
helical ramps rising from roundabouts 
sited at the intersections and designed to 
allow streams of fast traffic to cross one 
another at speed, or to emerge via the 
ramps to ground level, or to find their 
way to superimposed multi-storey car 
parks, hotels, offices or residential blocks, 


The visitor [leaving the Air Terminal 
by coach] finds himself spiralling rapidly 
down past floor after floor of parked 
cars, whose owners administer the Air- 
port or maybe are about their business 
by air to all corners of the Kingdom. 
Via the roundabout at the bottom he 
reaches a tunnel of impressive dimensions 
in which are accommodated two lanes 
of traffic scurrying in each direction. He 
filters into the faster lane and cruises at 
a steady 70 miles an hour, passing ring 
roads without pause for there are no 
level crossings, no traffic lights, and no 
* Road-up” signs to interrupt the flow 
because all services are now housed in 
accessible ducts. Road surfaces, being 
protected from the weather, are both 
smoother and more durable. 


The roundabouts serve for changing 
direction, interconnection of radial and 
ring roads, or access to helical ramps. 
These in turn lead to underground or 
multi-storey car parks and shops with 
express lifts serving all floors, or to the 
surface system of roads and buildings. 
Some of these ramps are constructed as 
inclined carriageways “ wrapped round” 
concrete shells that serve both as cooling 
towers to underground power stations 
(oil-fired, coal or atomic), and as a means 
of inducing draught to supplement the 
ventilation of the tunnel system and re- 
duce its maintenance cost. Grids at the 
top of the shells enable the draught alse 
to assist helicopters in alighting and 
taking off and so minimise their noise 
nuisance, an advantage still further en- 
hanced by raising the height of these 
structures well above the general level of 
London’s buildings. The underground 
power stations ensure power, heat, light 
and district heating for the surface com- 
munity and for the tunnel requirements. 


Our visitor reaches his luxury hotel 
somewhat dazed by his impression _ of 
stupendous changes below ground, in 
sharp contrast to the timelessness of the 
old familiar scene above. It is comforting 
to reflect that the new no longer seeks 
to destroy the old and the good, but 
paradoxically, will sustain it throughout 
the centuries to come. 
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Factory : Underwood, Eliott & Fisher. Architect : R. Seifert, F.R.I.B.A. Contractors : Rice & Son Lid. 
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and the Barrel Vault 


This is a factory. Light and clean, airy and un-oppressive: it could equally well be,a-stustio, 

with the curve of the barrel vault roof reflecting the ample north light evenly over 

broad floor areas. Note the lack of obstruction to the floor space by structural supports: and the 
absence of dust traps in the clean sweep of the Wireweld-reinforced Twisteel-designed roof. me 


TWISTEEL REINFORCEMENT LIMITED 


LONDON: 43 Upper Grosvenor STREET, W.1. Telephone: GROsvenor 8101 & 1216 BIRMINGHAM: ALMA Street, SMETHWICK 40. Telephone: Smethwick§99 1 
MANCHESTER: 7 Oxrorp RoaD, MANCHESTER, 1. Telephone: Ardwick 1691 GLASGOW: 19 St. Vincent Piace, Giascow, C,1. Telephone: City 
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News of the Week 


BUILDING BY-LAWS 


[HE Association of Municipal Cor- 

porations is asking the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government to take 
more account of provisions which local 
authorities include in draft building by- 
laws. This follows a complaint from 
Beckenham (Kent) Borough Council 
that the Ministry had refused to confirm 
two of its local provisions relating to the 
submission of plans of small buildings 
and the minimum height of ceilings. The 
Association feels that local circumstances 
should be taken more heed of by the 
Ministry. 


ARCHITECTS’ FEES 


CONSIDERATION of the revised scale of 
architects’ fees for State-aided housing 
schemes has’ been completed by the 
housing committee of the Association of 
Municipal Corporations, which has 
decided to seek the views of other local 
authority organisations with a view to a 
joint approach to the Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government. 


STUDENTS’ DESIGNS 

STUDENTS of the North Staffordshire 
Architectural Association are assisting in 
the design of a proposed community 
centre for the 2,000 to 3,000 tenants in 
the Ubberley-Bentilee district. 

The five entries received for a suitable 
centre from students, whose average age 
is 19, were judged by Dr. Thomas 
Howarth, ARIBA, of Manchester, at the 
Castle Hotel, Newcastle, on November 
29. 

Dr. Howarth announced as the win- 
ners, Mr. A. Chamberlain, and Mr. A. K, 
Gallimore, who entered jointly. The 
runner-up was Mr. J. Lovatt. 

Some of the ideas in the winning design 
will be incorporated in the actual plan 
which is being drawn up by the City 
Architect, Mr. J. R. Piggott, FRIBA. 


ILLUMINATED SIGNS 

Tue illuminated sign design competi- 
tion which is being sponsored by the 
Electrical Sign Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion, is to be judged by the following 
panel : — 

Sir Hugh Casson, RDI, FRIBA, FSIA, 
Mr. Misha Black, OBE, FSIA, Mr. E. H. 
Doubleday, OBE, FRICS, Mr. Norman 
Moore, MA, and Mr. J. H. G. Pearce. 

The closing date for entries is January 
31 next. The prizes (first £100, second 
£50, and three of £25, at least one of 
which will be awarded to an amateur 
designer) will be presented at the ESMA 
annual lunch on March 9. 


ADVISORY PANEL 


AT A RECENT meeting of the Dartmoor. 


National Park Committee, a suggestion 
that the Devon and Cornwall Society of 
Architects should provide a panel to ad- 
vise the committee on architectural ques- 
tions was approved in principle. 


HOUSING REPAIRS FILM 

THE FIRST showing in South Wales of 
the film, “ There is a Job to be Done,” 
dealing with the Housing Repairs and 
Rents Acts, 1954, which was presented 
recently by Mr. Ronald E. A. Toms to 
members of the South Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire Branch of the Faculty of 
Architects and Surveyors, attracted a 
record attendance. Five other films on 
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topics of interest to the profession were 
also shown. 

The branch chairman, Mr. D. Idris 
Jones, and the branch hon. secretary, Mr. 
Gordon F. Grizelle, welcomed the 
visitors, who included Mr. Idwal Bassett 
(principal housing officer for Wales), Mr. 
C. A. Llewellin (Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, Welsh Office), and 
representatives of other kindred pro- 
fessional bodies. 


NEW APPOINTMENT 


THE Central Council for the Care of 
Churches has appointed Mr. F. IL G. 
Rawlins, scientific adviser to the National 
Gallery, to be part-time secretary from 
March 31 next year, in succession to the 
late Dr. Francis C. Eeles. 


STUDENTS’ REUNION 


A REUNION of past students of the 
Leeds School of Architecture was held 
recently at the Great Northern Hotel, 
Ieeds, and was attended by 75 ex- 
students of the School. Mr. F. Chippin- 
dale, FRIBA, Head of the School, was 
in the chair. 

It was decided to hold two meetings 
annually, one for past students only and 
one to include guests. 

Professor J. S. Allen, FRIBA, MTPI, 
was elected president of the Old 
Students’ Association and Mr. A. V 
Montague, ARIBA, hon. - secretary- 
treasurer. The hon. secretary can be 
found at Bank Buildings, Hyde Park, 
Leeds 6. 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 

Mr. Basit SPENCE, OBE, ARA, 
FRIBA, is to give a talk on Coventry 
Cathedral to the junior organisation of 
the RICS at 12, Great George-street. 
SWI, on January 6. 


DESIGN OF HEALTH BUILDINGS 


. A REPORT of the discussions at the con- 
ference on the design of health buildings, 
organised by the RIBA in October, has 
now been printed and is published from 
66, Portland-place, W1. 


COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE 


A PLAQUE to commemorate the -RIBA 
award of a bronze medal to Mr. Robert 
Potter, FRIBA, who designed the Church 
of St. Francis, Ashton Gate, Bristol, is 
to be dedicated in the church by the 
Bishop of Bristol, Dr. F. A. Cockin, on 
December 26. The church was illustrated 
in our issue of July 23 last. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, December 16, 1854 


IRON HOUSE FOR AUSTRALIA.—Méessrs. 
W. and P. M’Lellan, of Glasgow, have 
just completed a mansion for Mr. West- 
garth. the mayor of Melbourne. The 
house is one storey high, with a 14-feet 
ceiling. The ground plan is an oblong 
square of 70 feet by 30 feet, with a pro- 
jection of 30 feet by 20 feet, having a 
large bow to the front, which forms a 
drawing-room of the entire size, with 12 
windows . . . the kitchen will be built 
behind the house, outside, as is usual in 
all warm climates, and is reached by a 
lobby from the central hall. The walls 
are formed of cast-iron plates, varying 
from 4 in. to } in. thick. The whole, when 
completed, will cost about £2,000 exclu- 
sive of freight and fitting up at Mel- 
bourne. 


987 


WEST YORKSHIRE SOCIETY OF 
ARCHITECTS 


Annual Dinner and Dance 


IHE West Yorkshire Society of Architects 
™ held their annual dinner and dance on 
December 10, at the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds. 

Mr. Basi SPENCE, OBE, vice-president, 
RIBA, said he wondered if there was a 
strong public opinion about architecture. It 
was heartening, he said, that there was a 
controversy about the Church of Holy 
Trinity, Boar-lane, Leeds, which it had been 
suggested should be given up to provide 
money for new causes, and that people had 
taken sides. 

“ Holy Trinity is a beautiful church,” he 
said. “That is the opinion—the consensus 
of knowledgeable opinion—of great experts. 
What you have got to remember is that a 
gem like that destroyed will never come back. 

“What does money matter?” he asked. 
“When reduced to pounds, shillings and 
pence, is it worth while to throw away some- 
thing which is a work of art? We must 
remember that our civilisation will be judged 
by its art and architecture.” 


BRISTOL FLATS SCHEME 
High Standard of Amenities 


; PBR RISTOL Corporation, which a few 


months ago started on the conversion 
of a number of Georgian and Victorian man- 
sions into modern flat dwellings, has now 
embarked on another scheme which is likely 
to create a precedent for municipal building 
enterprise (writes a correspondent). 

The latest showpiece of the Corporation’s 
post-war housing development is the con- 
struction of two blocks of flats of an entirely 
new character, in the Redcliff Hill. district 
of the city. There are 41 flats in all, and 
work has already started on a larger block 
a short distance away, and when completed 
400 units of accommodation will have been 
provided. 

One of the most striking features of the 
rooms of these new-style flats is their light 
colouring and ample window space. Central 
heating is provided by radiators (some of 
them concealed) and there are built-in cup- 
boards, wardrobes and airing cupboards. 

The boiler-room is about 40 feet below 
ground level, and above this room, also un- 
derground, is the pump room containing a 
large control panel. 

The amenities provided include a laundry, 
which has one corner railed off as a playpen 
in which mothers can leave their children 
when attending to the washing. 

Opening the first block of flats at Bristol 
on December 8, Mr. W. F. DEEDES, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government, said he did not 
think many cities a decade ago had faced 
such a severe housing task as that which con- 
fronted Bristol. ‘“ But you have tackled it 
with great resourcefulness and zeal,” he said. 
“You now have the fourth highest total of 
permanent and temporary houses built or re- 
built irrespective of population.” He believed 
that local authorities were now well equipped 
to tackle the whole range of the housing 
problem. 


ARCHITECT'S ESTATE 


Mr. HENRY RALPH SURRIDGE, of 
Blandford-avenue, Kettering, architect 
and surveyor, former Mayor of Ketter- 
ing, left £11.548 (£11,350 net). 


BOOKS 


es Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept. “The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 


should includes. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 





WALTER GROPIUS: WoRK AND TEAMWORK. 
By S. Giedion. Pp. 249, including 142pp. 
of illustrations. (The Architectural Press.) 
Price 42s#=™ 


THIS volume, produced in Switzerland, 
has been translated into English (with 
American spelling) by Miss Jacqueline 
Tyrwhitt, and provides, for English and 
American readers, the first really complete 
summary of the achievement, to date, of one 
of the most talented and remarkable figures 
in modern architecture. Born in Berlin in 
1883, he acted as chief assistant to Peter 
Behrens from 1907 to 1910, then began 
practice there in partnership with Adolf 
Meyer; but, after serving in the First World 
War, was director from 1918 to 1928 of the 
celebrated “‘ Bauhaus,” first at Weimar and 
then at Dessau. Reverting to private practice, 
he worked in Berlin from 1928 to 1934, then 
joined Maxwell Fry in London from 1934 
until 1937, when he became Professor of 
Architecture at Harvard, and he has re- 
mained in America ever since. 


His most famous building, the Bauhaus at 
Dessau, 1925-6, was entirely his own work, 
but in America nearly all his buildings— 
mainly dwelling houses—from 1937 to 1941 
were designed in partnership with Marcel 
Breuer, one of his former colleagues at the 
Bauhaus; and from 1945 onwards as team- 
work by the “ Architects Collaborative ” 
(or “ TAC ”). 


The attractive book now under review con- 
tains particulars of his home and parents, 
his ideas on teamwork, and his success as 
director of the Bauhaus—matters on which 
most readers will be familiar already, from 
his own books or otherwise. One remark 
made about the Bauhaus by Dr. Giedion is, 
however, very illuminating: “ The only thing 
Walter Gropius could do .. . was to find 
positions for his students in connection with 
any building on which he himself was en- 
gaged. He was not able to develop his own 
ideas on architectural education to any ex- 
tent until he took over the Graduate Course 
at Harvard University in 1937.” Thus Dr. 
Giedion. confirms the little-known fact that 
the Bauhaus never was, and never pretended 
to be, a school of architecture. 


Another striking point made is that, from 
1909 onwards, Gropius was a pioneer of pre- 
fabrication in Germany. Most of his early 
buildings, e.g., the Fagus shoe-last factory at 
Alfeld (1911), his first important commission, 
and his model factory at the Cologne Ex- 
hibition (1914), are also familiar. His build- 
ings in Germany between 1927 and 1934 were 
mainly housing schemes in Berlin, Karlsruhe, 
and Frankfurt-am-Main; while his house in 
Chelsea (1935) and his village ‘college at 
Impington (1936), both of which have been 
illustrated again and again, were done in 
partnership with Maxwell Fry. 


It is for the excellent photographs and 
descriptions of his buildings in America 
since 1937 that this new book is most valu- 
able; though, of course, the author’s learned 
exposition of the philosophy underlying their 
design will appeal to his more highly 
sophisticated readers. Apart from dwelling- 
houses, and excluding the innumerable “ pro- 
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jects” which punctuate his whole career, his 
chief executed works in America are: a 
housing scheme at New Kensington near 
Pittsburgh (1941); schools of various grades, 
nearly all in New England, at Attleborough 
(1948-50); Worcester (1950-1); Taunton 
(1952); Warwick (1952); Concord (1952); 
Cambridge (1953); North Adams (1953); 
The Harvard University Graduate Center, 
(1949-50); office buildings in Washington 
(1952) and Chicago (1953). Dr. Giedion’s 


‘volume concludes with a long bibliography 


of Gropius’s numerous published books and 
articles. 
M. S. B. 


ENGLISH FURNITURE AT A GLANCE. Written 
and illustrated by Barbara Jones. Pp. 96. 
(The Architectural Press.) Price, 8s. 6d. 


THIS LITTLE BOOK (which supersedes one 
by Mr. C, H. Hayward with the same title, 
published in 1924), shows a change of taste 
since that date: above all, in the amount of 
space—one-third of its whole length— 
devoted to English furniture since 1830. In 
most previous books on furniture, a curtain 
is drawn over the Victorian period, though 
occasionally a final chapter is allotted to the 
work of William Morris and his disciples, 


The author’s text is as lively and fresh 
as her drawings, sometimes indeed a trifle 
too lively: e.g., “buggy” as applied to a 
bed is permissible, but ‘‘ lousy” as a term 
of aesthetic disapproval as applied to a piece 
of furniture is not. Generally speaking. 
however, her unconventionality is refreshing. 
Thus, she observes that “ though most people 
would scrap a truckle-bed at the drop of a 
hat, we all clung like glue to a state bed 
towering in velvet to the ceiling, to elaborate 
cabinets, to the lush stuff.” Again, “ Eng- 
land was a hundred years getting the 
Renaissance under control in architecture, 
two hundred in furniture.” Furniture design 
in the Elizabethan years, she remarks, 
“reached the most awful depths to which it 
ever sank.” Even though the best of our 
18th-century furniture “was beyond praise 
... there were also some awful things.” 


Of the mid-Victorian period, she acutely 
observes that “furniture itself remained 
simple till about 1870,” though she admits 
that “ clutter” had already begun. She con- 
siders ‘that popular opinion of the effect of 
the 1851 Exhibition is distorted and exagger- 
ated: its celebrated monstrosities were ex- 
hibited because they were remarkable, not 
because they were typical ; and she commends 
us to Punch as a safer guide than exhibition 
catalogues. ‘‘ Late Victorian” she sum- 
marises as “a wonderful quarter-century,” a 
labyrinth of styles, reproductions beginning 
for the first time, small ornaments, clutter, 
superb richness, hideous meanness, great de- 
signers, much adjustable and convertible fur- 
niture, scientific principles, moral and aesthe- 
tic ideas, cast iron, and Japan misunderstood.” 


She carries her story on through the Art 
Nouveau phase, past the brief craze for tubu- 
Jar steel furniture in the 1930s and the 
laminated plywood phase that followed 1t, 
right up to date, and considers that “ there 
is a great deal of» very beautiful furniture 
being made to-day, in the first really new 
style since Gothic.” 


Throughout the book, her text is interest- 
ing, well-informed, and at times suggestive, 
showing when, how and why changes 
occurred. Her drawings too, are excellent; 
and, as regards everything Victorian, merci- 
lessly true of bad as well as good examples. 
There is a useful chronological table, also 
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an illustrated glossary in which, however, 
there are some obvious omissions: e.g, 
“tester,” “gadrooning,” ‘ Canterbury.” 
The book admirably fulfils the purpose stated 
in the introduction, viz., “ neither a history, 
nor a book for the specialist or the connois. 
seur, but simply a furniture recognition 
book.” M. S. B. 


ENGLISH MEDIEVAL CasTLes. By. R. Allen 
Brown. Pp. 208. Illustrated. (B. T,. 
Batsford, Ltd.) Price 16s. 

In 1936 Messrs. Batsford published he 
English Castle by Hugh Braun, who wrote 
in his Introduction that “it seems rather 
surprising that so very few books have 
been written about the castles of | this 
country.” His excellent volume was followed 
by Sidney Toy’s Castles in 1999 and Castles 
of Great Britain in 1953, and by Douglas 
Simpson’s Castles from the Air in 1949, 
Now comes yet another on the same topic, 
yet there is room for it, for the subiect 
is treated in a fresh way; and it has the 
advantage that it contains a number of 
useful and informative plans, not provided 
by Mr. Braun. Moreover, the wealth of 
surviving examples has allowed subjects to 
be chosen which were not illustrated by 
Mr. Braun, so there is no_ overlapping 
between the two volumes in this respect. 

Special mention must be made of the fine 
air-views in this new book; and indeed there 
is no type of building that can be more 
effectively. illustrated from the air than 
medieval castles (e.g., Windsor, Dover, and 
Deal). Of some 400 English and Welsh 
castles existing in the Middle Ages, all the 
most notable survivors (except Arundel) are 
illustrated here. There is a helpful map 
showing the position of all castles mentioned. 

The book is extremely well written, with 
constant references to original documents, 
and has a strong human interest throughout. 
Though the architectural descriptions are 
admirably clear, the most valuable feature 
is the more unusual attention given to such 
matters as the cost of building castles, the 
conscription of labour, the actual building 
operations (at Caister, Kirby, Muxloe, and 
Windsor), the size of the garrisons, the 
important aggressive .function of each 
garrison apart from its defensive réle, the 
provisioning of castles, and the embellish- 
ment and furnishing of the residential 
quarters. 

There is a vivid and detailed description 
of the sieges of Bedford Castle in 1224 and 
of Kenilworth in 1264; but the author 
makes the startling comment elsewhere 
that “some of our greatest castles have no 
military history.” He approaches his subject 
the more effectively because his interest in 
medieval castles was aroused by his actual 
experience of soldiering during the Second 
World War, which introduced him to the 
great fortresses of the crusaders in the 
Middle East. 

M. S. B. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


THE LANDLORD AND TENANT ACT, By 
S. W. Magnus. (London: Butterworth & Co. 
(Publishers), Ltd.) Price, 22s. 6d. 

‘FRUE REMEMBRANCES—THE MEMOIRS OF 
AN ARCHITECT. By Philip Tilden. (London: 
Country Life Ltd.) Price, 25s. / 

ScoTTISH COUNTRY HOUSES AND GARDENS. 
Open to the Public. By John Fleming. 
(London: Country Life Ltd.) Price, 25s. 

One Man’s Vision. The Story of the 
Joseph Rowntree Village Trust. (London: 
George Allen & Unwin, Ltd.) Price, 10s. 6d. 
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TRY THE 
TWO MIX 


TEST 





Write to us for a free sample of FEBMIX ADMIX and carry out the following 
two mix test— 

MIX No.1:—PREPARE THE MORTAR MIX YOU NORMALLY USE 

FOR BRICKLAYING AND PLASTERING WORK. 


‘MIX No. 2:—PREPARE A MIX COMPOSED OF 6 PARTS SAND 
TO 1 PART CEMENT PLUS FEBMIX ADMIX. 


You will find that Mix No.2 will spread better and faster, that it ‘hangs together’ 
well and adheres firmly. It will resist rain penetration and frost attack, and is not 
prone to cracking and crazing—it will also cut your building costs—each one 
gallon of FEBMIX ADMIX costing 7/- saves 800 Ib. of lime or 8 cwt. of cement. 


IT PAYS TO USE 


FEBMIX ADMIX [iat 
MASONRY MORTAR 


Write 
for free sample (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 


102, KENSINGTON HIGH STREET, ALBANY ROAD, CHORLTON-CUM-HARDY, 
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is our watchword and to do things finely and. 
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The FALKUS ORGANISATION 


has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction 


which derives from good workmanship and a 
worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. 


46 - BISHOPSGATE - EC2 
Telephones: 
London Wall 1876 Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines). 
Telegrams: 
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THE Town and Country Planning Act, 
1954, is to come into operation on 
New Year’s Day. As reported in our 
last issue, the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government informed the House 
of Commons on December 6 that he had 
made an order appointing January | as 
the date of commencement of the Act. 
He has also made and laid before Parlia- 
ment regulations prescribing the way in 
which applications may be made for the 
various kinds of payment authorised by 
the Act. Applications can be made 
from January 1 onwards. 
The regulations are contained in two 
separate Statutory Instruments : — 


(a) The Central Land Board Payments 
Regulations, 1954 (S.1.1954 No. 1599) 
which set out the procedure for applying 
to the Central Land Board for payments 
on account of' past events other than plan- 
ning restrictions; 

(b) The Town and Country Planning 
(Compensation) Regulations, 1954 (S.1.1954 
No. 1600), which set out how compensation 
may be claimed from the Minister in re- 
spect of planning restrictions. 

Copies of both Instruments are on sale 
at HM Stationery Office. 

Forms of application for payment (which 
will be on simple lines) will be available 
shortly. An announcement will be made as 
soon as the forms are ready, and the public 
will be told where they can be got. {nforma- 
tion about the main points in the Act will 
also be given in a booklet which will be pub- 
lished when the Act comes into force. 


EFFECT OF THE ACT 


The Act is founded on the claims for loss 
of development value which were established 
by owners of land on the £300m. fund under 
the Town and Country Planning Act of 1947. 
There are two main classes of payment : — 


(A) those to be made on account of 
events which have happened between the 
passing of the Act of 1947 (August 6. 
1947) and January 1, 1955; and 

(B) those to be, made on account of 
events which take place on or after Janu- 
ary 1, 1955. ; 

A. Payments on account of past events. 
Compensation will be paid by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government to per- 
sons who hold claifns established on the 
£300m. fund relating to land owned by them 
which has been the subject of certain kinds 
of planning restriction imposed under the 
Act of 1947 (e.g., refusal of permission to 
build on good agricultural land or on land 
in a green belt). 

Payments will be made by the Central 
Land Board to people holding established 
claims who have in a variety of other ways 
been affected adversely by the provisions of 
the 1947 Act. The main types of payment 
will be to: — 

(i) Claim holders who paid develop- 
ment charge on land to which the claim 
relates : 

(ii) Claim holders who sold land pri- 
vately at a price which did not include 
the full development value, as measured 
dy the amount of the claim, before Novem- 
ber 18, 1952, when development charge 
was abolished; 
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THE NEW PLANNING ACT 


Procedure for Claiming Payment for Loss of Development Value 


(iii) Claim holders who sold “ claim ” 
land to a public authority at its existing 
use value; 


(iv) Claim holders who bought their 
claims without the land to which they 
relate before November 18, 1952. 


This is not an exhaustive list, but it covers 
the four main types of case with which the 
Central Land Board will deal. People who 
do not hold established claims cannot benefit 
unless they bought land at a price above exist- 
ing use value from a person who retained 
the claim, and the land has since been bought 
at its existing use value by a public authority, 
or the development of it was the subject of 
a development charge. 


APPLICATIONS FOR PAYMENT 


People to whom payment on account of 
past events is due should watch for the an- 
nouncement about the forms on which pay- 
ment can be claimed. Forms will be avail- 
able before Christmas and can be sent to the 
Ministry or to the Central Land Board as the 
case may be at the beginning of January. 


B. Payments on account of future events. 
Only two kinds of events are in question: the 
imposition of planning restrictions and the 
acquisition of the land by a public authority 
possessing compulsory purchase powers. 


Imposition of planning restrictions. Land 
for which a claim was established is spoken 
of in the Act as having an “ unexpended 
balance of established development value ” 
if any payments to be made by the Minister 
and the Board for past events do not use up 
the whole amount of the claim. This “ un- 
expended balance” is the basis on which 
payments of compensation for future loss 
of development value will be made; the bal- 
ance will be reduced or extinguished as pay- 
ments are made and as development of the 
land is carried out. 


Any owner of land which has an unex- 
pended balance who is refused permission 
to develop his land by the local planning 
authority, or who has a damaging condition 
attached to permission, may either appeal to 
the Minister (as he can now) or claim com- 
pensation, if due, from the Minister. Where 
he appeals and the appeal fails compensa- 
tion may then be claimed. 


Local authorities will. supply a form on 
which the claim for compensation can be 
made when they give a planning decision 
which may give rise to a claim. 


As in the case of past planning restrictions, 
there will be no compensation for certain 
kinds of future restrictions. These types of 
restriction will be described in the booklet to 


‘be issued shortly. 


COMPULSORY ACQUISITION 


Compensation payable when land is com- 
pulsorily acquired. The compensation to be 
paid by a public authority for land which is 
acquired in future will be the value of the 
land on the assumption that it is restricted to 
its existing use (as under the Act of 1947), 
plus the “ unexpended balance.” This will 
apply to any land bought in pursuance of a 
notice to treat served on or after January 1, 
1955, or bought by agreement on or after 
that date by a public authority possessing 
compulsory purchase powers. 

The Act contains a special provision that 


989 


where no claim was established but one could 
have been established if made at the proper 
time, there is (save in exceptional circum- 
stances) to be added to the compensation pay- 
able on the basis of existing use a supple- 
mentary amount corresponding to the un- 
expended balance which would have been 
available if a claim had been made. The 
acquiring authority will be advised by the 
District Valuer of the amount payable on 
this account, if any, and will, in appropriate 
cases, include it in the price which they offer 
to the person whose land they want to buy. 
The owner will be told how the price offered 
is made up, and will have an opportunity 
of discussing with the District Valuer the 
amount proposed by way of supplement. 

Protection of prospective purchasers. The 
Act also contains a special provision for the 
protection of people who are thinking of buy- 
ing land for early development and have 
already obtained planning permission. They 
can ask the local authority whether they 
know of any proposal for the acquisition of 
the land by any public authority before they 
complete the purchase. If they are told 
that no such proposal is known, and on the 
strength of this within three months they 
buy or contract to buy the land, any public 
authority which in fact buys the land within 
tive years will have to pay the market value 
of the land with the benefit of any permission 
for development of the land which was in 
existence at the date when the inquiry was 
made even though the development has not 
yet been carried out. By this means a pro- 
spective purchaser will be able to protect 
himself against being bought out at the “ con- 
trolled price” before he carries out his 
development. 

These special provisions will be explained 
as fully as possible to local authorities and 
to the public in the booklet and circulars to 
be issued in the next few weeks. 


Unscrambling the 1947 
Planning Act 


SPECIAL PAYMENTS UNDER 
PART I OF THE 1954 ACT 
BY A. E. TELLING, MA 


(THE Town and Country Planning Act, 
1954, was passed on November 25, 
but it did not immediately come into 
force, the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government being given power to fix 
one or more days on which the various 
provisions of the Act were to take effect. 
The Minister has now appointed a single 
date—January 1, 1955—as the day on 
which the Act is to come into force for 
all purposes. : 
Amongst these purposes is the making 
of special payments under Part I of the 
Act to persons who have suffered loss of 
development value under the 1947 Act— 
for instance, persons who have paid a 
development charge, or who have sold 
land at a restricted value, or whose land 
has been compulsorily acquired. 
Application for a payment under Part 
I must be made to the Central Land 
Board not later than April 30, 1955. This 
is laid down by the newly issued Central 
Land Board Payments Regulations (SI 
No. 1599 of 1954) which also require the 
application to be made on a form obtain- 
able from the Board. Power is given to 
the Board to extend the time of applica- 
tion in particular cases, but the Board 
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will probably require some good reason 
for extending the time. 


Need for an Established Claim 


In order to obtain a payment under 
Part I of the new Act, it is necessary that 
some person shall have established a 
claim in respect of the land in question 
on the old £300 million that was to have 
been paid out under Part VI of the 1947 
Act. These old Part VI claims are 
referred to'in the new Act as “ established 
claims” and, unless somebody (not 
necessarily the applicant) has the bene- 
fit’ of an established claim in respect of 
the land in question, there can be no 
payment by the Central Land Board 
under the new Act. The time for making 
claims under Part VI of the 1947 Act 
has, of course, passed long since and 
there is no power to make a claim now. 

The benefit of an established claim is 
referred to in the new Act as a “claim 
holding ”; the “ area of a claim holding ” 
is the land to which it relates, and the 
“value of the claim holding” is the 
amount of the established claim. This 
amount will normally be the amount as 
previously determined for the purposes 
of the £300 million which was to have 
been paid out, but there are several 
cases in which this amount may now be 
increased or decreased. These cases are 
set out in the First Schedule to the new 
Act. As they are mostly of minor im- 
portance, it will suffice here to mention 
them very briefly: 

1. Certain cases where land was com- 
pulsorily purchased under notice to treat 
served between August 6, 1947, and 
July 1, 1948. 


2. Land requisitioned on July 1, 1948, 
which during the period of requisition 
became subject to a war damage value 
payment. 


3. Land had been requisitioned but was 
de-requisitioned between February 19, 
1948, and July 1, 1948. 


4. Land in respect of which compensa- 
tion has been paid under the 1947 Act 
for abortive expenditure resulting from 
revocation or modification of planning 
permission. 


5. Land subject to an enforcement 
notice under Section 75 of the 1947 Act. 


6. Cases where an established claim 
relates to a freehold and leasehold together 
or to two or more leaseholds. 


7. Charity land subject to a direction 
under Section 85(5) of the 1947 Act. 


The First Schedule also provides 
adjustments in the value of a claim hold- 
ing in certain cases where land is com- 
ang nd acquired after January 1, 1955, 

ut this cannot affect any payment due 
to. be made under Part I of the new 
Act., One other case is dealt with in the 
First Schedule—certain claims were 
valued by the Central Land Board with- 
out reference to’ the requirement that the 
special suitability of land must be ignored 
in the valuation; the: First Schedule 
regularises these valuations, but there 
will presumably be no change in the 
amount previously determined. 

It may be ‘that the claim holding has 
already been pledged or mortgaged to 
the Central Land Board in connection 
with: a liability to development charge; 
in’ other cases (e.g., ant land) 
development’ charge was set-off against 
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the claim on the £300 million. In all 
these cases, the claim holding will 
either be reduced or extinguished. There 
are special rules for the single plot 
holder cases. All these matters are dealt 
with in the Second Schedule. Adjust- 
ments will also have to be made where 
the claim holding relates to war damaged 
land which is the subject of a payment 
under section 59 of the 1947 Act. 

Finally, where the benefit of an estab- 
lished claim has been divided between 
two or more persons, each part of the 
claim will be deemed to constitute a 
separate claim holding. 


‘The Special Payments 


The provisions of Part I relating to the 
special payments are somewhat compli- 
cated. The Act refers to four “ Cases,” 
namely : — 

Case A: Payment where development 
charge incurred by claim holder or per- 
son from whom he derives title. 

Case B: Payment where land compul- 
sorily acquired or sold at price wholly 
or partly excluding development value. 

Case C: Payment where land disposed 
of by gift. 

Case D: Payment where claim holding 
purchased. 

The Act then deals with payments 
under Cases A, B or C to persons deriving 
title from original claim holders, then 
with payments in cases “ analogous to 
Case B,” and lastly with “ residual pay- 
— in cases analogous to Cases A and 


This arrangement tends to confuse an 
already complicated subject, and in this 
article the various cases are rearranged in 
a more convenient order. 


I—Where a Development Charge has 
been Incurred 


Where a development charge has been 
incurred in respect of land included in 
the area of a claim holding, three classes 
of persons may apply for a payment 
under Part I. 

First, the present claim holder may 
apply if he or a person from whom he 
derives title to the land has incurred the 
charge. This is “Case A”: section 3. 

Second, in certain circumstances, the 
present claim holder may apply. even 
though he does not own the land in 
question. In order to do so, the claim 
holder must satisfy the following con- 
ditions prescribed by section 9: 

(a) He must derive title to the claim 
from someone who either incurred the 
development charge himself whilst he was 
the claim holder or who derived title to 
the land from someone who incurred the 
charge; 

(b) he must have become entitled to the 
claim holding either— 

(i) otherwise than for valuable con- 
sideration; or 

(ii) as mortgagee; or 

(iii) as assignee under an assignment 
made after November 17, 1952, and 
approved by the Central Land Board; 

(c) he must not at any time have been 
entitled in the same capacity both to the 
claim holding and to the land; 

(d) he must not be entitled to a payment 
under Case D: see below under heading 
“Where Claim Holding has been Pur- 
chased.” 
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Third, a person who is not the claim 
holder can apply if he has incurred 
charge in respect of land included in the 
area of the holding, provided he either 
(a) purchased or took a lease of the land 
at a price or rent exceedin existing use 
value, or (b) became entitled to the claim 
holding under the will of a person who 
died between July 1, 1948, and February 
26, 1954, leaving the land to some one 
else: section 11 

AMOUNT OF PAYMENT: In the first 
two cases, the amount of the payment 
will be the amount of the development 
charge or the value of the claim holding, 
whichever is the less. Interest will be 
added at 34 per cent. from July 1, 1948, 
to date of payment or July 1, 1955, 
whichever is earlier. ; ; 

In the third case, the applicant will be 
entitled only to a residual payment— 
that is, apart from interest at 34 per cent., 
he cannot get more than the residue of 
the claim, if any, after payment due 
under Cases A, B, C, or D or analogous 
to B. 


Il—Where Land has been Compulsorily 
Purchased or Sold to Authority 
Possessing Compulsory Powers 


The 1947 Act provides that the normal 
basis of compensation on compulsory 
acquisition should be the existing use 


-value, although in some cases the com- 


pensation may be greater. The existing 
use value basis also applies where land 
is sold to an authority in circumstances 
in which a compulsory order could have 
been made. In both these cases (which 
for the sake of brevity will be referred 
to as compulsory purchases) a special 
payment falls to be made under Part I 
of the new Act—unless, for any reason, 
the compulsory purchase price equalled 
the sum of the existing use value and the 
claim holding. Four classes of person 
may apply. ; 

First, the present claim holder may 
apply if the land was.acquired from him 
whilst he held the claim: this is one of 
the cases falling within Case B: section 


a 

Second, the present claim holder may 
apply if he derived title to the holding 
from some one from whom the land 
was acquired whilst he was the claim 


holder. The present claim holder must 
also satisfy conditions (b), (c) and (d) of 
section 9: see above. ; 

Third, a person who is not the claim 
holder may apply if he derived title to 
the land without the benefit of the claim, 
and the land was subsequently taken 
from him on compulsory purchase: 
section 11. : 

Fourth, the claim holder may apply if 
the land in question suffered damage by 
severance or injurious affection on the 
compulsory purchase of ether land: 
section 10. 

AMOUNT OF THE PAYMENT: In the 
first two cases the amount of the pay- 
ment will be the full amount of the claim 
holding, plus interest at 34 per cent. If, 
for any reason, the compulsory purchase 

ice exceeded existing use value, the 

art I payment will be reduced accor- 
dingly. In the third case the payment 
will be a residual payment; that is, apart 
from interest, it cannot exceed what is 
left after any payments due under Cases 
B, C or D. In the fourth case the 
payment will be such amount as the 
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Central Land Board consider appropriate 
plus interest. 


l[11—Where Land has been Sold 
Privately at a Restricted Value 


Where land has been sold privately at 
a figure less than the sum of the existing 
use value and the amount of the claim 
holding, three classes of persons may 
apply for a payment under Part I. 

First, the present claim holder may 
apply if he sold the land whilst he held 
the claim: this is the second case falling 
within Case B: section 5. 

Second, the present claim holder may 
apply if he derived title to the claim 
from some one who sold the land whilst 
holding the claim. The present holder 
must satisfy conditions (b), (c) and (d) 
of section 9: see above. 

Third, the present claim holder may 
apply if either (a) he has let the land at 
a rent which was less than the full 
development value; or (b) he sold the 
land in consideration wholly or partly of 
a rentcharge which was less than the full 
development value: section 10. 

AMOUNT OF PAYMENT: In the first two 
cases the amount of the payment will be 
the amount of the claim holding less any 
amount by which the sale price exceeded 
existing use value, plus interest at 34 per 
cent. In the third case, the payrnent will 
be such as the Central Land Board think 
appropriate plus interest. 


1’ —Where Land has been Disposed of 
by Gift 


Where land has been disposed of by 
gift between July 1; 1948, and November 
18, 1952, two classes of persons may 
apply for a payment under Part I. 

First, the claim holder may apply if 
he made the gift whilst holding the claim; 
this is Case C: section 7. 

Second, the present claim holder may 
apply if he derived title to the claim 
from some one who made the gift whilst 
holding the claim. The present claim 
holder must satisfy conditions (b), (c) 
and (d) of section 9: see above. 

In both cases, the amount of the pay- 
ment will be the amount of the claim 
holding plus interest at 34 per cent. 


V—Where Claim Holding has been 
Purchased 


A payment may be made under Part 
I where the holder purchased the claim 
before November 18, 1952, or under a 
contract made before that date, or under 
an option to purchase granted before 
that date and exercised before January 1, 
1955. The claim holding and the land 
must not have been held by the same 
person since the-purchase. This is Case 
D. The amount of the payment will be 
the amount of the claim holding or the 
purchase price, whichever is less. 
Interest will be added. 


VI—Requisitioned Land 


There are many cases in which the 
Government have paid compensation for 
damage to requisitioned land on the 
basis of existing use value. In these cases, 
the present claim holder will be entitled 
to a payment under Part I. The amount 
of the payment will be such as the Cen- 
tral:-Land Board think appropriate, plus 
interest: section 10. 
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ARCHITECTS” 
REGISTRATION COUNCIL 


Ninety-first Ordinary Meeting 


At the 91st ordinary meeting of the 

Architects’ Registration Council of the 
United Kingdom on December 10, approval 
was given to the admission to the register 
of 89 applicants who had qualified by ex- 
amination under Section 6 (i) (c) of the 
Principal Act; and also to the re-admission 
of two who qualified under Sections 6 (i) (d) 
of the Principal Act and under Regulation 
26 (a) (3) architects resigned seeking: re- 
admission. The number of applications re- 
ceived under Regulation 26 (b) had been 
31. Of these, eight were admitted, 21 
rejected and two applications had been with- 
drawn. The reason for the number of 
candidates being so exceptionally low was 
stated to be that the examination results 
of the examining bodies, including the 
RIBA, had not been announced in time for 
the consideration of the Admission Com- 
mittee. 

Approval was given to the appointment of 
the panel of examiners for the 1955 
maintenance scholarships, to include the 
following: Mr. M. S. Briggs (chairman); Mr. 
F. F. S. Bryson (general knowledge); Dr. 
J. L. Martin (mathematics); Dr. G. I. Sin- 
clair (essays); and Mr. H. Lidbetter (drawing 
and design tests). 

The Income and Expenditure Accounts of 
the General and Scholarship Funds for the 
period January 1 to September 29, 1954, had 
been considered and approved by the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee, 
together with the draft annual report and a 
balance sheet as at September 29. 

The voters’ list for the election of repre- 
sentatives of the “ unattached ” architects for 
the year 1955/56 had been prepared by the 
registrar, in accordance with Regulation 44, 
and contained 2,387 names entitling the “ un- 
attached ” architects to five representatives 
on the council, Nomination forms inviting 
the nomination of candidates for election 
were being issued. It was agreed that the 
Gentlemen’s Agreement, providing for 
representation of the constituent bodies on 
the Board and Committees of the council 
during 1954-55, as accepted by the council 
at their meeting on December 11, 1953, be 
adopted unaltered for the year 1955-56. 


REMOVAL FROM REGISTER 


The committee reported that in accordance 
with the council’s instructions, the names of 
90 persons had been removed from the 
Register on November 16, for non-payment 
of the 1954 retention fee. The corresponding 
figure for 1953 had been 86. 


The Professional Purposes Committee re- 
ported that in view of the fact that the rule 
that no architect might, in any circumstances, 
carry on business as a house agent would 
come into operation on January 1, 1956, they 
had appointed a sub-committee to consider 
any points that might arise in connection 
with the operation of the new rule, and par- 
ticularly the position of architects who held 
salaried appointments to house agents. 

The Committee also reported that they 
had considered a complaint that an archi- 
tect had inserted the following advertise- 
ment in the public press: “-QUALIFIED 
ARCHITECT wishing to supplement income, 
desires free-lance work; Box... ” The 
matter had been referred to the Solicitor 
Complainant, who advised that having re- 
gard to the explanation given by the archi- 
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tect, there was no prima facie case of dis- 
graceful conduct and the matter was accor- 
dingly returned to the Committee to deal 
with in their discretion. The architect in 
question stated that he had been misled by 
seeing anonymous advertisements offering 
architectural services in the “ Architects’ 
Journal,” which he had taken to be offers 
of services to clients at large. The Com- 
mittee had informed the architect that such 
advertisements in the professional journals 
were intended only for members of the pro- 
fession, and that he must be careful in future 
to refrain from advertising in breach of 
Principle 3 of the Code of Conduct. 

The attention of the Committee had also 
been drawn to an advertisement in the Press 
by a firm of builders, at the end of which 
clients were referred to the architect whose 
name, affix, address and telephone number 
were set out in capital letters. The archi- 
tect had been advised that in the opinion of 
the Committee the advertisement was in 
breach of Principle 3, example (vii) of the 
Code of Conduct which required that any 
such announcement in the Press should be 
made in an unostentatious manner. 

Prosecution had been carried out on three 
cases of offences under the 1938 Act, and 
warning letters had been sent in two others. 


CUMBERLAND BUILDING 
EXHIBITION 
First “ Open Week” of New Year 


ME. J. R. Bevins, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Works, will open the first 

building exhibition of the new year, at 

Workington, Cumberland, on January 3. 

The exhibition, which is to be held at the 
College of Further Education, Park-lane, 
Workington, is sponsored by the College and 
the Cumberland Building Trades Employers’ 
Association and supported by the West 
Cumberland Building Trades Association 
and the Ministry of Works. 

The college’s department of building has 
arranged a display to indicate the variety of 
courses available and the work the students 
are doing, including work in the painting 
and decorating sections. Work will be 
open to visitors, and there will be demon- 
strations by students in the various crafts. 
Craft competitions will also be held during 
the run of the exhibition. 

The county architect’s department will dis- 
play drawings and models of proposed ex- 
tensions to Workington College, part of 
which will be started during 1955. 

A wide range of building materials repre- 
senting the latest developments will be dis- 
played by manufacturers and merchants. A 
comprehensive selection of modern types of 
equipment, power tools and hand tools will 
also be shown. Exhibits have been chosen 
which will interest the builder, who will be 
able to obtain.expert advice on new develop- 
ments. 

The subjects of the MOW. exhibits will be 
“Careers in Building,” “Domestic Plumb- 
ing” and “ Ancient Monuments.” The ex- 
hibition will remain open until January 8. 


CUC PRESIDENT 


Mr. J. Stanleigh Turner, JP, has been 
re-elected president of the Coal Utilisation 
Council for the seventh successive year, with 
Sir John Charrington as _ vice-president. 
They, together with Sir William McGilvray, 
CBE, and Mr. H. V. Shelton, have been 
elected as trustees of the Council for another 
year. 





IN PARLIAMENT 


Technological Education 


PPPHE development of technological 

education in Britain, which was 
discussed in the House of Lords on 
December 7, enabled the Government to 
explain in more detail the plans they had 
in mind when the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer made his preliminary announce- 
ment of expansion before Parliament rose 
for the summer recess. 


The main argument in the debate 
centred around a demand for the establish- 
ment of a technological university, a pro- 
posal that was strongly urged by Lord Cher- 
well and Viscount Waverley. There was 
also some consideration of the future of the 
Imperial Institute in South Kensington. 
ViscouNnT Hupson, chairman ofthe gover- 
nors of the institute, indicated that if some 
new organisation to be responsible for the 
organisation of technological education was 
to be sited in London there were strong 
arguments not only for it to be sited in 
South Kensington, but also for it to take 
over the Imperial Institute site. 


He said that, as chairman of the governors, 
he would be prepared to see the site taken 
over after an alternative building had been 
provided for the institute. There were 
choices. There was a good site available 
on the South Bank, of which he had prelim- 
inary sketches. A building worthy of that 
site could be erected near the Festival Hall; 
that would provide the institute not only 
with the galleries and accommodation it 
already possessed, but also would be a 
worthy centre for Commonwealth studies. 
The site of the Imperial Institute was worth 
about £1,000,000, and he was advised that 
they could erect a satisfactory building for 
that sum. 


THE MARQUESS OF SALISBURY, Lord Presi- 
dent of the Council, for the Government, 
rejected the proposal for a_ technological 
university as “not being at present a prac- 
tical possibility.” He maintained that the 
right policy for the development of this type 
of education in the foreseeable future was to 
build up and develop certain existing insti- 
tutions. The Government’s plans, he said, 
provided for a massive expansion of the 
Imperial College at South Kensington, for 
major developments at Manchester, Glasgow, 
Leeds and Birmingham, for developments 
on a fairly large scale at Cambridge and 
Sheffield and specialised developments at 
other centres including Edinburgh, New- 
castle, Southampton and Swansea. 


For buildings and equipment, the capital 
expenditure and liabilities against public 
funds, which had already been incurred in 
recent years, amounted to £10,000,000, 
including works now in progress at the 
Imperial College, the Royal Technical 
College, Glasgow, and ‘the Manchester 
College of Technology. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had just authorised further 
buildings of £1,000,000, in addition to the 
normal university building programme, 
which began in the financial year 1955-56, 
and he would be prepared to consider other 
starts in the following year. Other tech- 
nological projects were in the University 
Grants Committee plans for development 
included in the quiniquennium. The total 
cost of the projects over the next 10 years 
might be £15,000,000. ° 


Building work at the Imperial College was 
already in progress on the northern site in 
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South Kensington, involving works of about 
£1,200,000, including equipment. 

Further progress would soon require the 
release of some other parts of the site from 
their existing use. The displacement of those 
activities and their re-housing elsewhere 
had presented difficult problems, but with 
the help of the Minister of Education and 
the Minister of Works, they could now see 
the way clear. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer had authorised new building work 
to proceed in Bloomsbury to enable exist- 
ing London University activities (such as the 
Warburg Institute) to be transferred there 
in due course from South Kensington. 


To release the accommodation now 
occupied by the Aeronautical Collection of 
the Science Museum, approval had been 
given for the erection of part of the north 
section of the Natural History Museum and 
the completion of the new centre block of 
the Science Museum. These were worth- 
while museum developments in their own 
tight. 

To reduce to a minimum the disturbance 
of the Indian Collection of the Victoria 
and Albert Museum, plans had _ been 
approved, involving some building, which 
would enable a substantial part of this collec- 
tion to be permanently on view in the main 
building of the Museum. 

There remained the important question of 
the future of the Imperial Institute. The 
Government were actively considering this 
in relation to the Imperial College plan, and 
hoped to reach an early decision. He hoped 
a statement about it would not be unduly 
delayed. 


Building Controls 


N the Commons on December 7, during 
consideration of the motion of an 
address of thanks for the Queen’s Speech on 
opening Parliament, Mr. HUGH GAITSKELL, 
a former Chancellor of the Exchequer, who 
led the Opposition’s attack on that policy, 
dealt with the abolition of controls, and said 
that the Government could pride themselves 
on having brought building licensing to an 
end. They said there was “ freedom for all,” 
and that anyone could build what he liked, 
when and where he liked. But was it freedom 
for all? It was certainly freedom for private 
building, but if anyone supposed it was free- 
dom for council building he would be “ dead 
wrong.” One could build a cinema, garage, 
shop, offices or private houses, but if a coun- 
cil wanted to carry out slum clearance it en- 
countered the Ministry of Housing. 


Should anyone doubt his words he would 
read what the Town Clerk of Leeds had 
written to him. The council had asked the 
Minister to be allowed to let contracts for 
3,008 dwellings during 1955. What was the 
Ministry’s reply? “Too much,” they said, 
“2,042 is enough.” That was a cut to two- 
thirds of what was requested. The housing 
committee of Leeds said that they wanted all 
of the 3,008 houses to enable them to carry 
out slum clearance. That would not be the 
end of the matter. He, together, he hoped, 
with the Minister of National Insurance, 
[who also represents a constituency in Leeds] 
proposed to see Mr. Sandys and say they 
were not having that. 


It was not true that the Government had 
abandoned priorities: they had reversed 
them. They had given complete freedom, 
the green light, to every kind of building ex- 
cept municipal houses for the poorest 
tenants. That was what the lifting of 
controls meant. 
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It meant that more people than normally 
would be coming to Members of Parliament 
asking for houses. Another aspect of the 
ending of controls which caused concern re- 
lated to the Development Areas where, since 
the war, he was pleased to say, 2,000 factories 
had been built. The instrument the Labour 
Government had used to induce industrialists 
to go te those areas and build factories was 
building licensing. There were other induce- 
ments but that negative control was essential. 
Now it had gone and the Government appar- 
ently intended to rely on the Town and 
Country Planning Acts. Did they think it 
would be possible to prevent industrialists 
from setting up business in congested areas. 


Mr. REGINALD MAUDLING, Economic Sec- 
retary to the Treasury, replying for the 
Government, said that in the first 10 months 
of this year 287,000 permanent houses were 
completed, which was an increase of 124 
per cent, over the same period last year. 
Mr. Gaitskell had made some comments 
about council house building, but, deduct- 
ing the number of houses built by private en- 
terprise, Mr. Maudling said he calculated that 
210,000 houses had been built not by private 
enterprise, and that was 10 per cent. more 
than the target of 200,000 houses which the 
Labour Party accepted in 1951 as the opti- 
mum at which they could aim. 


In concluding the debate, Mr. Harry 
CROOKSHANK, Lord Privy Seal, asked whether 
the Opposition intended to take the country 
back to control through building licences. 
“ Are we,” he inquired, “‘ to be taken back to 
a situation in which 200,000 houses are built 
in a year?” The House and the country 
were entitled to know. 


Safety and Design 

the House of Lords on Wednesday, 
December 8, LorpD CROOK initiated a 
debate on accidents in the home, which, he 
said, caused 7,000 deaths a year. He said that 
the London County Council, like many 
others, had been very conscious of their re- 
sponsibility in matters of design. They had 
endeavoured, in the construction of flats and 
houses, to see that design aimed at safety. 
But he wanted to know what action, if any, 
had been taken to see that. the improvement 
of design, from the point of view of safety, 
was being brought home to local builders 
who were again entering speculatively into 
the production of houses. 


The experience of the LCC had shown 
that balustrades should eliminate footholds 
which encouraged children to climb on them. 
It was not good enough to make sun bal- 
conies which merely looked good: they 
had to be safe in their use. Windows must 
also be safe. The LOC windows had been 
designed to be cleaned from the inside, and 
where they opened on to side angles, safety 
catches had been fitted, with casement stays 
to limit initial opening. 

He knew that it was useless to suggest that 
there should be legislation to make this kind 
of thing compulsory. He was not suggest- 
ing that, but was suggesting that some form 
of propaganda or approach by the appropsi- 
ate departments to those dealing with stand- 
ards might be of value. He had recently 
been into a set of flats converted from. a 
house to see what was a common difficulty, 
that of meters. He knew that gas and 
electricity meters had to be put out of the 
reach of children, but that did not mean that 
they should be put over a doorway on a shelf 
7 ft. 6 in. high, so that they could be reached 
only with difficulty, either by the residents 
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or the inspector coming to read the meters, 
and then only by getting on to a pair of 
rickety steps. All matters of that kind could 
be studied. 


New Towns Bill 


HE New Towns Bill, which enables an 
additional £100m. to be provided for 
development corporations to meet new com- 
mitments ever a period of at least two years, 
was read a second time in the Commons on 
December 10. 

Mr. W. F. Deepes, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, who moved the second reading, 
described it as “‘a modest Bill asking for a 
substantial amount of money.” He explained 
that previous legislation had provided 
£150m. for the development corporations in 
14 new towns, 12 in England and two in 
Scotland, and it was now proposed to in- 
crease that sum to £250m. 

It was, he said, difficult to estimate the 
ultimate commitment, because many factors 
were at work, and these towns were, as yet, 
half completed. It seemed as if the total 
Exchequer expenditure would be about 
£300m., or it might be £325m. The increase 
was mainly accounted for by the greater 
share likely to be taken by the corporations 
in remunerative classes of development, 
such as town centres. 

Of the £141m. already approved out of 
the original sum allocated, £105m. had been 
for housing, £15m. for main services, £15m. 
for industrial development, and £6m. for 
preliminary and miscellaneous expenditure. 
It had never been the policy of the Govern- 
ment or its predecessor, that these new towns 
should be entirely financed out of Exchequer 
funds. Local, private and public authority 
builders had a contribution to make, but in 
the early stages it had proved inevitable 
that the corporations should provide main 
services, and they had had to undertake 
nearly all the residential development. There 
had been a greater’ willingness by private 
developers to carry out commercial and 
industrial development than housing. 

Housing in the last three financial years 
had increased from 3,240 to 8,430, and by 
March 31 next it-should be about 10,000. 
The estimated maximum was about 13,000. 
A month ago 25,000 additional dwellings, 
housing about 80,000 people had been com- 
pleted, and about half as many were being 
built. At the same time 118 factories, covering 
3m. sq. ft. and employing 16,000 people had 
been completed and 74 more, to employ 
7,000, were under construction, There were 
290 shops being completed and 276 under 
construction, but office building had been 
slow because of a disappointing demand. 
School progress had been good, nine public 
houses had been built and 10 were under 
construction, but cinema operators had not 
proved enthusiastic. 


HIGH RENTS 


There were certain factors which worked 
to the disadvantage of the development 
corporations and which resulted in higher 
rents. Almost invariably a contractor had 
to import labour, which meant travelling 
time, and that might add 10 per cent. to 
the cost. The very nature of the develop- 
ment meant that new main services had to 
be provided instead of extensions being 
made to existing ones. High rents were dis- 
couraging, and although the corporations 
had power to charge differential rents, so 
far they had not done so. The results of the 
sale of houses had been frankly disappoint- 
ting: up to-the middle of this year the 
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corporations had sold 57 houses and 348 
sites. The loss of subsidy made the weekly 
repayments far more expensive than the sub- 
sidised rents. 

The London group of new towns was de- 
signed for a population of 430,000. It was 
too early to measure success by reference to 
London and its problems. Out of a total of 
16,618 houses and flats in that group 15,516 
had been occupied by Londoners. At this 
stage of its development it was inevitable 
when the group was housing barely one- 
fifth of its ultimate capacity that over- 
crowded London boroughs should be showing 
a natural restlessness at the rate of progress. 

There had been a suggestion by those near 
the new towns that they should be used’‘more 
as dormitories. That would be a major 
departure in policy, and if practicable might 
imperil the ideal of the ultimate contribu- 
tion that new towns could make to London’s 
chronic social problems should not be 
exaggerated. 

Mr. GEORGE LINDGREN, a predecessor of 
Mr. Deedes in office, welcomed the Bill for 
the Opposition. He said that no one could 
have read the reports of the corporations 
without a feeling of pride in their achieve- 
ments, which had been a most distinguished 
and inspiring feature of Britain’s housing 
and planning programme. He agreed that 
to make the towns into dormitories would 
be a departure in policy which would destroy 
the purposes of the 1946 Act. He com- 
plained that the Government had now been 
in office for three years, but not one new 
town had been designated. There had been 
a fifteenth proposed, at Congleton, to house 
the population of Manchester, but that was 
quashed. 

Mr. GRAEME FINLAY, whose constituency 
includes Harlow, said that many excellent 
things were being done. There had been 
a concentration on the new towns of the best 
architectural advice in the country, and the 
14 towns which had been developed would 
provide a valuable pilot scheme, an arsenal 
of architectural ideas from which the 
country as a whole could draw inspiration. 
If that -was not so the great sums of money 
that had been spent would not have been 
well spent. He had asked questions about 
defective standards of workmanship at 
Harlow, and had had some assurances about 
remedial action being taken. Complaints 
had been made that after the improvement 
things were slipping back. He hoped such 
complaints were unfounded. The develop- 
ment corporations were putting up a com- 
mendable house-building effort. 

Mr. CHARLES DouGuty said that they 
were entitled to ask whether the best value 
was being obtained from the £250m. already 
committed. He did not suggest that it was 
not, but wanted to know what action the 
Government took to see that, when they 
advanced the money, it was put to the best 
use. Was any inspection undertaken to 
ensure that the houses provided with that 
money were properly built? Were costings 
examined so that the Government knew the 
costs of construction of various types of 
houses? If so he would like to know the 
actual costs of construction in the new 
towns, as distinct from charges for drainage 
and other services, compared with other 
areas. 


GLASGOW’S PROBLEM 


Mr. WILLIAM HANNAN asked what new 
towns the Secretary of State for Scotland 
had in mind to deal with the overspill from 
Glasgow. Four sites had been mentioned— 
Lugton, Strathaven, Houston and Cumber- 
nauld. = He wished to refer to Cumbernauld, 
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and to inquire at what stage negotiations 
were. The suggestion made about Cumber- 
nauld was that it was a cross between the 
New Towns Act and the Town Development 
Act, which applied only to England. What 
was being provided was not a new town but 
a dormitory town, which, if it was correct, 
would perpetuate the horrors of the past. 

Mr. MyrtcHISON, whose constituency 
includes Corby, said that his view of the 
Act was that too many of these towns were 
built around London to little purpose. 
could not solve the housing problem of 
London. Something would have to be done 
about development corporation rents, The 
urban district council could get some rate 
support in addition to statutory support. The 
development corporation had to borrow 
money on the dear money policy, and at a 
high rate of interest from the Treasury, and 
consequently it got nothing. The net resuit 
was that rents were higher than those 
of council houses. 

Cpr. GALBRAITH, Under-Secretary, Scot- 
tish Office, replying for the Government, 
said that he hoped the development corpora- 
tions would not think it their duty merely 
to provide houses. In Scotland they were 
thinking of other essentials. In the 14 new 
towns there was only one cinema now, and 
that was in an old building which could 
later be converted into a factory if it was 
desired. He understood that the density of 
house building was about 13, and urged 
members who knew of the density being 
higher to notify the Minister. There was 
no cause for a fall in workmanship. Scot- 
land was being fairly treated in relation to 
the new money: about £10m. of the £100m. 
would be allocated there. The Secretary 
of State had done everything he could to 
help Glasgow to deal with its overspill, and 
suggestions he had made were still under 
consideration by the corporation. He was 
awaiting a reply about them. How he would 
deal with the overspill problem depended on 
the co-operation he received from the 
corporation and other authorities concerned. 
The site had been investigated to see 
whether it was suitable. Glasgow had, in 
his opinion, got a good bargain and was 
being relieved of a great liability. 

Hospital Buildings 

JN the House of Commons on December 

13, the Minister of Health was 
questioned for an hour about capital alloca- 
tions for hospital building. He was asked 
by Mr. KENNETH ROBINSON what special 
provision he expected to make during the 
coming year for hospital construction for 
new towns. 

Mr. MACLEOD said he hoped that it would 
be possible to make a start during the year 
on the preliminary stages of a new hospital 
for Welwyn and Hatfield which was to be 
financed from funds reserved centrally for 
Majer projects. 

Mr. ROBINSON suggested that this was 
only scratching the surface of the problem. 
New towns provi houses, - factories, 
schools, and even cinemas, but the only thing 
that was not provided was a hospital service. 
He asked whether a special allocation for 
the new towns and those communities which 
had to have hospital provisions would be 
appropriate. ‘ 

Mr. MACLEOD replied that in general he was 
opposed to special allocations and had’ only 
made an exception in the mental service. 
New hospitals were such vast projects that 
they had to be financed centrally, and there- 
for, special allocations could not be appro- 
priate. 
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Mr. ROBINSON also asked the Minister if 
he would consult the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government about arranging that 
capital for hospital construction in new 
towns should be provided by the develop- 
ment corporations. 

Mr. MAcLeoD said that neither he nor 
Mr. Sandys considered it appropriate that 
the development corporations should provide 
capital for that purpose, any more than for 
other services which were the responsibility 
of other statutory authorities. 


Mr. ROBINSON drew the Minister’s atten- 
tion to the Bill voting £100m. for the new 
towns, which he said was about 10 times the 
figure the Minister had available for capital 
development of hospital services in the next 
12 months. Should there not be a further 
examination of the matter? 


Mr. MACLEOD said that the money to be 
voted was not intended for the particular 
purpose, and he thought the right solution 
for him would be to allocate to the regional 
boards a fair proportion of the money he 
could obtain from the Chancellor. 


The Minister stated in answer to other 
questions that in 1953-54 four projects 
costing more than £100,000 were started 
with an estimated value of £1,500,000. In 
the current year 13 had been begun with an 
estimated total value of £2,800,000. He 
knew so far of 12 further projects estimated 
to cost £2,200,000 which were likely to start 
between now and the end of 1955-56, but 
programmes for 1955-56 were not yet avail- 
able and those might include other projects 
of that order to be started in that year. 


He estimated that the average capital ex- 
penditure on hospitals in England and Wales 
in the three financial years immediately be- 
fore the war was about three times the allo- 
cation for the current year. Those figures 
showed that in the thirties three times as 
much hospital building was being done as 
either Government had been able to do since 
the health service came into operation. He 
could not say what new hospitals would be 
started in the three years after 1955 until he 
knew what sums would be available for hos- 
pital capital development generally. 


He was anxious that hospital buildings 
should be properly maintained, but was not 
able to make a comprehensive statement 
about the current maintenance standard. It 
was not the practice to make special alloca- 
tions for that purpose. On present capital 
allocations a new acute general hospital for a 
new town would be too costly a project to 
be included in a regional board’s capital pro- 
gramme and would need to be financed from 
such funds as could be reserved centrally for 
major projects, 


DEVELOPMENT PLANS 


Mr. DerReEK ‘ WALKER-SMITH asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
whether he would specify the development 
plans in respect of which inquiry into objec- 
tions concluded more than 12 months ago 
and which he had so far not confirmed. 


Mr. DUNCAN SANDys replied on Decem- 
ber 7: The development plans concerned are 
those for: 

Anglesey C: Barnsley CB; Bath CB; Bedfordshire; 
Blackpool CB; Bolton CB; Bournemouth CB; Bristol 
CB; Cheshire: Part 2: Coventry CB: Cumberland C; 
Derbyshire; Derby CB; Dorsetshire; Dudley CB. 

Eastbourne CB; East Ham CB; Glamorgan C: 
Part 1; CGhoucestershire; Hampshire; Halifax CB; 
Hastings CB; Herefordshire: Isle of Ely C; Kent C: 
Part A; Lancashire; Leeds CB; Leicestershire; Leicester 
CB; Lincolnshire (Lindsey); London C. 

Manchester CB; Merthyr Tydfil CB; Middlesex C; 
Norfok C; Northamptonshire; Northampton CB; 
Northumberiand C; Nottinghamshire; Peterborough, 
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Soke of; Plymouth CB; Rotherham CB; Rutland C; 
Salford CB; Salop C; Sheffield CB; Smethwick CB; 
Southampton CB; Southend-on-Sea CB; Southport CB; 
Staffordshire; Stockport CB; Stoke-on-Trent CB; 
Sussex (West) C: Part 3. 


Wallasey CB; Walsall CB; Warwickshire; West 
Bromwich CB; West Ham CB; Wolverhampton CB; 
Worcestershire; York CB; Yorkshire Riding); 
Yorkshire (N Riding); Yorkshire (W Riding). 


HOUSING APPLICANTS 


Mr. SORENSEN asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, what 
further consideration had been given to the 
problem of applicants for housing accommo- 
dation in areas now fully built, or shortly 
to be so; and, in particular, to the needs of 
some local authorities amalgamating their 
lists of applications in order more equit- 
ably to deal with outstanding applications. 


Mr. SANDys: I have just received a report 
from the housing management sub-com- 
mittee on this and other related problems. I 
am studying their recommendations. 


He pointed out that he was aware of the 
interest which existed about the report, but 
it came from a sub-committee and had not 
yet been formally endorsed by the main 
committee. To save time, and if the main 
committee had no objection, he would pub- 
lish the report as quickly as possible. 


MORTGAGE GUARANTEES 


Mr. PaGE asked the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, how many local 
authorities had put into operation the 95 
per cent. mortgage guarantee scheme for 
house purchase described in his department’s 
circular No. 42 of 1954. 


Mr. DeepDES, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry replied: Seven hundred and 
seventy-two local authorities in England and 
Wales have resolved to put into operation 
the two schemes of guarantee described in the 
circular. I regret I have no information 
about the number of authorities who have 
actually given guarantees under one or other 
of the schemes. 

Mr. Pace, after expressing satisfaction at 
the number of local authorities who had put 
the scheme into operation, asked Mr. 
Deedes if he would ask the Minister to con- 
sider the issue of a further circular to clear 
up some of the difficulties which many local 
authorities had found in trying to operate 
the scheme. 

Mr. DEEDES said that a number of diffi- 
culties had arisen as might be expected in 
a new scheme, and a further circular giving 
guidance was in preparation. 


SCHOOL BUILDING 


Mr. SwINGLER asked the Minister of 
Education on December 9 if he would make 
a statement on the school-building pro- 
gramme for 1955-56; and how it would com- 
pare with the 1954-55 programme. 


Sir Davip Ecctes replied: The total value 
of major projects in the 1954-55 school- 
building programme is about £48,000,000, 
and of minor projects about £6,500,000. I 
cannot give corresponding figures for next 
year as I do not yet know how much 
additional work authorities will be ready to 
undertake for rural reorganisation, or to 
what extent they will use their freedom 
to spend what they like on minor projects. 


ALUMINIUM IN BUILDING 

“The Durability of Aluminium in Build- 
ing” is the title of a booklet recently pub- 
lished by the Northern Aluminium Co., Ltd., 
Bush House, Aldwych, WC2, which outlines 
long-term exnerimental work carried out in 
America, with applications in the UK. 
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FACULTY OF ARCHITECTS 
AND SURVEYORS 


President's Annual Report 


[8 his annual report for 1954, Mr. GeEorce 

C. Fox, immediate past president of the 
Faculty of Architects and Surveyors, states 
that the past 12 months “ may be considered 
in future days as one of the most outstanding 
years in the history of our Association.” We 
take the following extracts from his report:— 


At an extraordinary general meeting in 
April of this year, new articles of associa- 
tion were unanimously adopted. This piece 
of legislation governing the future of our 
Association was the result of many months 
of careful thought and hard work, and the 
members displayed their confidence in the 
council by their acceptance of them. 


Among other things, these articles now 
provide for a completely free, democratic 
method of election to the executive council, 
which has already been put into practice and 
has proved its worth by the introduction of 
new blood into the body of the “Caretaker 
Government” set up some three years ago. 
The quality of your present executive coun- 
cil can best be measured by its deeds, and 
I am sure that at the conclusion of my 
report you will agree that the confidence 
you have shown in us has not been mis- 
placed. 


UNITED BODY 


To-day we stand as a united body—The 
Faculty of Architects and Surveyors. By 
your act this afternoon you have swept away 
unfortunate anomalies and difficulties which 
have arisen since the Faculties were divided 
in 1941. The purpose .of the division did 
not justify the result, and since January, 
1952, your council have been working to 
bring about this great step in reorganisa- 
tion which we feel sure will greatly benefit 
the welfare. of the members and enhance 
the prestige of our Association. 


You will all appreciate the difficulties 
under which we have worked during the past 
year, and one of the problems which has 
exercised much of our thought and time 
has been the acquisition of permanent head- 
quarters. After many disappointments | 
almost hesitate to announce that at last we 
are within measurable distance of moving 
into our future home. 


An offer has been made and accepted for 
premises which will provide us with adequate 
office accommodation, a council room, which 
will also serve quite adequately for small 
branch meetings, and, we hope, a members’ 
room where members can arrange to meet 
each other, or spend time in quiet study, 
or for out-of-town members to meet clients. 
We hope negotiations will be completed so 
that we can take possession early in the New 
Year. 


1 would like to place on record our sincere 
appreciation to the general secretary and 
members of the staff for their unswerving 
loyalty and devotion to their task under very 
adverse conditions. 


Our membership continues to increase, but 
I would still appeal to members to continue 
recruitment among your professional friends 
by encouraging them to join us. A com- 
prehensive syllabus of examinations is near- 
ing completion. Sections are in the course of 
preparation for two new classes of members 
which will then provide a syllabus to cover 
every branch of the surveying profession. 
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BI SON flooring and roofing units have been 


used in over 40% of post-war schools 


up and down the country 


agunee sane meme 
canevecnnmsn sameness” = 
ao 


lilustrated is the Secondary Modern School, Stourport. 


Architect: Nicol, Nicol and Thomas, A.R.1.B.A. 
Contractors: Thos. Vale & Sons Ltd. N 
floors, beams 


and precast frame structures 


MADE BY THE LARGEST MANUFACTURERS OF CONSTRUCTIONAL PRESTRESSED CONCRETE IN THE WORLD 


CONCRETE LIMITED LONDON Green Lane, Hounslow, Middlesex. Hounslow 2323 
LEEDS Stourton, Leeds, 10. Leeds 75421 
LICHFIELD Dovehouse Fields, Lichfield, Staffs. Lichfield 2404 
FALKIRK Etna Road, Falkirk. Falkirk 1585 
EDINBURGH 6Sighthill Industrial Estate, Edinburgh. Craiglockhart 1729 
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HEATING 


A FURTHER aarticle in the series on Church Heating, prepared by a com- 
mittee of architects and heating engineers on behalf of the Central Council 
for the Care of Churches, is published below. After their appearance in “ The 


Builder,” 


5—Alternative Systems for 
Heating (continued) 


(D) Gas Heating 


THE types of apparatus employing gas 
as the source of heat are of the 
following classes : — 

(1) Gas fired boilers or warm air 
stoves in which gas is burned outside 
the areas in which heat is required, 
and the heat thus produced is conveyed 
into the spaces to be heated through 
the medium of hot water or warm air. 


(2) Local gas heaters, of either the 
radiant or the conyector type, in which 
gas is burned in the areas in which 
heat is required. Radiant heaters are 
usually installed at a level of 10-15 ft. 
above the floor so that the heating 
effect is spread over the greatest pos- 
sible area, whilst convector type 
heaters are usually mounted on the 
floor, although certain types may be 
mounted overhead. 

The choice of system available to con- 
vey heat from a gas fired boiler to the 
space to be heated is as described in 
Section 5 (B) whilst .gas fired warm air 
stoves are adaptations of the standard 
warm air stoves described in Section 5 
(A) “ Warm Air Stoves.” This section of 
the report is therefore devoted to the 
consideration of local gas heaters which 
are suitable for installation in the follow- 
ing types of church: — 

(1) Churches in which intermittent 
heating only is required. 

(2) Churches situated in positions 
exposed to severe freezing conditions, 
which may cause frost damage to sys- 
tems of the hot water type. 

(3) Churches situated in such posi- 
tions that no space is available for the 
installation of boilers or warm air 
stoves. 

(4) Churches situated in areas in 
which the Gas Board offers preferential 
heating tariffs. 

Certain types of local gas heater are 
fitted with flues through which the pro- 
ducts of combustion are discharged out- 
side the building by means of a chimney 
or a flue. The remainder of the various 
types of local gas heater are flueless and 
discharge the products of combustion 
into the heated space. It-is claimed that 
flueless heaters use some 90 per cent. 
of the heat value of the gas consumed, 
but in considering this type of heater it 
is imperative to provide the building in 
question with adequate ventilation in 
order to ensure that a concentration of 
the products of combustion does not 
occur. Such additional ventilation has 
the effect of increasing the heat input re- 
quired and this, in turn, reduces the 
effective efficiency of the system, whilst 
the emission of the products of combus- 
tion of fuel into the interior of the build- 
ing remains undesirable. 

The various types of heaters available 
are as follows: — 


RADIANT HEATERS 
(1) Gas fires. Several makes of gas fire 


the articles are to be published in booklet form.—Eb. 


are available. These are usually of the flued 
type and are suitable for heating vestries 
and other small ancillary buildings. 
(2) High temperature radiant panels. The 
types of radiant panel heaters suitable for 
installation in churches are invariably flue- 
less. They are particularly suitable for pro- 
viding comfort zones in churches having 
background central heating which is incap- 
able of providing full comfort conditions. 
Radiant panel heaters may also be used for 


An overhead radiant gas heater shown 
canted in the normal position. 


complete church heating subject to a study 
of the problem of ventilation and of aesthe- 
tics. Mounted at a height of 10/15 ft. above 
floor level they radiate heat over an area on 
which the manufacturer will advise. The 


995 


problem of arranging such a position with- 
out disfiguring the church is a very serious 
one. 

(3) Medium temperature radiant panels. 
Heaters of this type are similar in many re- 
spects to the high temperature type. The 
proportion of radiant heat to convective 
heat emitted is, however, rather less than with 
the high temperature type. 


RADIANT CONVECTION HEATERS 


Heaters of this class are flueless, and 
are suitable for mounting overhead or 
on the floor according to make. Whilst 
they incorporate a high temperature 
radiating surface, two-thirds of the heat 
emitted is by convection. They are 
suitable for churches or hall a the 
floor-standing models being more suit- 
able for small lecture halls. 


NATURAL CONVECTOR HEATERS 


All heaters of this class are of the floor- 
standing type, generally flueless but in- 
cluding a small proportiqgn which are 
fitted with flues. Ninety per cent. of the 
heat emitted is by convection. Such 
heaters are suitable for small church 
halls, classrooms, etc. 


FORCED CONVECTOR HEATERS 


These heaters incorporate a fan for 
circulating air over the heated surface 
and thence to the heated space. Both 
flued and flueless heaters are available, 
giving up to 95 per cent. of the heat 
emitted by convection. 

The suspended type for overhead 
mounting is seldom used in churches, but 
the wall-mounting type may be used for 
the introduction of fresh air in order to 
improve the ventilation of a building in 
which flueless radiant panels have been 
fitted. 

Floor standing heaters of this type 
have frequently been used to replace 
earlier solid fuel types of air. heater. 

The principal advantages of gas heating 
over most other forms of heating are that 
practically no labour is required for stok- 
ing, that no fuel storage is required, and 
that there is rapid response to tempera- 
ture control. The question of response to 


Two typ2s of flueless gas convector heaters, 
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Diagram of a gas convection heater showing 
principles of operation. 


temperature control is particularly impor- 
tant where the heating is intermittent. 

It is also evident that by the use of 
radiant heat a degree of comfort may be 

uickly attained in the church without 
the structure of the building or even the 
air itself in the building being heated to 
comfort conditions. 

it must be stated, however, that apart 
from their unsightly appearance, grave 
misgivings have been expressed as to the 
possible damage to’ the fabric or con- 
tents of churches which may follow the 
installation of flueless radiant panels. 
The products of combustion of such 
heaters contain water vapour and certain 
gases which, when dissolved in water, 
tend to attack certain types of building 
material. It is apparent, therefore, that 
condensation of this water vapour must 
be avoided. 


Reference has already been made under 
“ Architectural Considerations” (Section 
2) to the condensation of water vapour 
from the atmosphere which occurs in all 
buildings in the absence of heating, and 
this is particularly true of massive struc- 
tures such as churches. The walls of a 
structure of this kind exposed to a low 
temperature for considerable periods 
will experience condensation if.a cold 
spell is followed by an abrupt change of 
warm and humid conditions. The inter- 
mittent character of the heating in many 
churches produces these conditions but 
it is possible that some of the condensa- 
tion which takes place occurs during 
periods when the heating installation is 
not operative. Another problem which 
has already been referred to is that 
which is encountered in very old 
churches where damp courses are non- 
existent and the walls may have a per- 
manently high moisture content. Any 
form of heating can produce evaporation 
from the walls and in such cases special 
attention must be given to the provision 
of adequate ventilation if undesirable 
humidity conditions are to be avoided. 


It must be appreciated, therefore, that 
the use of flueless radiant heaters must be 
considered very carefully in relation to 
the structure and contents of the church. 
The employment * of this system in 
modern churches of light construction 
with full damp-proofing is a very differ- 
ent matter to its employment in an 
ancient church with no damp-proofing 
at all. 

Scientific investigation of this problem 
coupled with the results of a recent sur- 
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vey have resulted in the formulation of 
the following points :— 

(1) The provision of adequate venti- 
lation is imperative. If such ventila- 
tion merely consists of ventilating grilles at 
high level in the church, these grilles should 
be provided with some form of damper and 
operating mechanism so that the damper 
setting may be controlled by a person stand- 
ing on the floor of the church. Grilles of 
this type may, however, give rise to com- 
plaints of cold down draughts during certain 
weather conditions whilst on other occasions 
cold air may be blown in, around and 
through doors to such an extent that com- 
plaints may again result. ad ‘ 

It is recommended that ventilating grilles 
in the roof of the church should be supple- 
mented by wall-mounting forced convector 
heaters mounted over the main door of the 
church and drawing fresh air from the en- 
trance porches. This air, after being heated, 
is blown into the church and reduces the in- 
drawing of cold air from other sources, 

(2) It is bad practice to bring into opera- 
tion all the heaters at full gas rate at the 
same time. It is advantageous, especially 
after long periods off cold weather and 
under conditions of very intermittent usage, 
with automatic control to set the system to 
work some 2/4 hours before the service com- 
mences, and for the first hour or so of 
operation during this pre-heating period to 
set the heat input at a somewhat lower figure 
than that required to maintain the desired 
comfort level. Similarly, when closing down, 
it is advantageous to allow the ventilating 
system to continue to operate for a short 
period after the heaters have been taken off. 
Thus, the possibility of condensation due to 
cooling walls is greatly reduced. 


(3) In certain cases the heaters may be 
fixed behind the piers away from the colder 
external walls but they should never be 
fixed above arcades in ancient churches or 
in any positions where the amenities of a 
church may be affected. Some of the heaters 
may be directed towards the side pews and 
walls. This practice will ensure a quicker 
rise in wall temperature and lead to an 
earlier establishment of comfort conditions. 
In general, it is the cold surfaces, the tem- 
perature of which lags behind the air tem- 
perature to an extent which is influenced by 
the massiveness of the structure, that largely 
determine whether condensation occurs or 
not. 


(4) There may be semi-enclosed areas, 
such as Lady Chapels, etc., where the air 
may be almost static. These positions re- 
quire special consideration. 

(5) It is especially undesirable to fit fiue- 
less heaters in an organ loft where the venti- 
lation may be restricted or in too close prox- 
imity to the organ. 

(6) Overhead heaters are features which 
will almost certainly conflict with existing 
architectural design. All fitting work should 
be undertaken with due regard to the archi- 
tecture and aesthetics of the building and 
the choice of equipment should be made so 
that these qualities may not be disturbed or 
injured, 


(E) Electric Heating Systems 


It has already been stated that elec- 
tricity is best used in buildings to which 
it is particularly suited by virtue of its 
property of rapid response to control. 
To this should be added the fact that 
electricity is more suitable for warming 
the people within the church than for 
warming the structure of the church 
itself, which may be described as personal 
comfort heating. 

The installation cost of an electric 
heating system to include the heaters 
compares favourably with that of a low 
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pressure hot water system, but the rup. 
ning cost is higher for the electric system 
than for the hot water system even when 
labour charges are excluded. When 
labour charges are taken into considers. 
tion the advantage in favour of the hot 
water system may disappear in some 
cases. The fact remains, however, that 
electricity charges are too high in some 
areas to be sufficiently attractive for con. 
sideration to be given to electric heating. 
For this reason it is essential that a com. 
parison be made between systems using 
alternative fuels before a final decision js 
made. 

When a reasonable tariff is available 
for church heating (a charge of not more 
than Id. per unit) this type of heating 
should be considered for the following 
churches when intermittent heating only 
is required. 

(1) Churches in positions exposed to 
severe freezing conditions which have 
an adequate electricity supply nearby. 


(2) Churches in which there are no 
boilerhouses. 


(3) Churches situated 
which no gas is available. 


Electric heating, unless it be certain 
forms of electric floor heating, should not 
be considered in the following :— 

(1) Churches which require continu- 
ous heating. 


(2) Churches without fixed pews— 
the installation of tubular heaters below 
fixed pews is an essential feature of 
personal warming or personal comfort 
heating as distinct from building warm- 
ing. 

Several types of electric heating appli- 
ances are available. Of these it is recom- 
mended that consideration be given only 
to such appliances as use electricity to its 
best advantage. 

Electric heating, in which the heat is 
supplied from one central source, such as 
a hot water system, is not recommended, 
as such systems do not make the maxi- 
mum use of the flexibility of application 
of electric heat and are therefore un- 
economical. 

Suitable electric heating appliances 
include the following : — 

(1) Tubular heaters—Tubular heaters are 
made in circular or oval] cross-sections, in 
lengths from 2 to 17 feet. The normal load- 
ing is 60 watts per foot length which gives, 
under ordinary conditions, a surface tem- 
perature of about 100 deg. F. Higher load- 
ings are used in special cases where the air 
circulation is abnormally rapid or where a 
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An electric unit heater incorporating a fan 
which blows a current of air over the 
heating element. 
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TRICOSAL A liquid for integral Hardening 


Waterproofing and resistance to Acids and Oils, in- 
corporated throughout the whole thickness of Concrete, 
Granolithic and Cement Renderings, etc., by absolute 
positive equal distribution. 
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disintegration. 





N EOCOSAL A colourless liquid applied to 


the surface of Brick, Stone, Concrete, Renderings, etc., 
which penetrates into the surface and acts as a water 


repellent. 


A. A. BYRD and CO., 


210, Terminal House, 


‘Phone: SLOane 5236 
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Gardens, 


‘Grams: Byrdicom, Wesphone, London 
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London, 


liquid for the surface 
Hardening of existing Concrete, Granolithic and Stone. 
Gives protection against Dusting, Acids and Oils. 
Increases resistance to wear and atmospheric 
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Stainless Extractions 


One of the very good reasons why T.I. Aluminium Mill Finish 
Sheet is such an excellent material for fume extraction 
plant lies in its ability to withstand corrosion 
from most chemical vapours. But, of course, 
there are other important advantages 


in un Aluminium. 


It is light and easy to 
manipulate and erect; it can 





be quickly formed into 
complex shapes; it does not 
rust; and, if the ducting is 
used in reverse for heating 
plant, the low thermal 
conductivity of T.I. Aluminium 





Sheet means less heat 
loss through ducting. 


a i 
eee 


_ 





’ The illustration shows one of four large fume extraction plants entirely constructed of T.I. Aluminium in 
a modern factory in South Wales. 


put Aluminium rirst 

T.I. ALUMINIUM LIMITED, REDFERN ROAD, TYSELEY, 
BIRMINGHAM 11. Telephone: Acocks Green 3333. 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOY INGOT, BILLETS, SLABS, 
SHEET, STRIP, PLATE, TUBES AND EXTRUSIONS TO ALLCOMMERCIAL, A.I.D.AND LLOYD’S SPECIFICATIONS. 
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cables can be buried direct in the floor con- 
crete as’ the insulation cannot be damaged 
by heat nor will the copper sheath deterior- 
ate in concrete. The connecting of these 
cables can be carried out in wall recesses. 
No special trenches in the floor are, there- 
fore, required. 

As both the special heating cable and the 
mineral-insulated copper covered cable are 
somewhat expensive, small installations have 
been carried out by burying galvanised iron 
wires in the floor without any insulation and 
operating at low voltage through trans- 
formers. It is doubtful if this type of floor 
heating is suitable for churches which can 
be expected to have a life of 100 years or 
so. 

Electric floor heating is only suitable for 
new churches or those in which it is advis- 
able or permissible to relay the floor. 

(8) Electric radiators—-These are similar 
in appearance to the radiators used in low- 
pressure hot water installations; but are 
usually oil-filled so that there is no risk of 
freezing. The source of heat is an electric 
heater of the immersion type in the lower 
part of the radiator. 


CAPACITY OF ELECTRICAL HEAT- 
ING INSTALLATIONS 


The importance of adequate loading 
cannot be too highly stressed. An instal- 
lation that is too small will not only be 
unsatisfactory so far as performance is 
concerned but may well use more elec- 
tricity than one of adequate size. It is 
usually possible with a properly sized and 
a well-designed system to provide com- 
fortable conditions about half an hour 
after switching on. Suppose, for example, 
a church requires a loading of 20kW and 
that only one service is held each Sunday 
at 11 a.m. The service lasts about an 
hour and the whole system is, conse- 
quently. switched on for 14 hours a week, 
using 30 units of electricity. Suppose 
now that only 10 kW have been installed. 
Inevitably, in an effort to obtain comfort 
the system will be switched on much 
earlier, possibly at 7 o’clock in the morn- 
ing. The result is that although there 
are only 10 kW they will be switched on 
for 5 hours and will use 50 units of 
electricity. The consumption is greater 
but the comfort provided is less. 


It has been found in investigation that 
in nearly every case of failure to provide 
Satisfactory results with electrical heating 
it has been due to underloading. In other 
words, if too little heating is installed, an 
unsatisfactory installation is inevitable, 


A loading of less than 10 watts per 
square foot of floor area will definitely 
be unsatisfactory. A loading of 10 to 
15 watts per square foot may, in some 
cases be fair and satisfactory, but if over 
15 watts per square foot are installed, the 
results will be satisfactory. The question 
of satisfaction is, of course, dependent 
upon good placing of the heaters. 

It is most exceptional for thermostatic 
control to be installed in electric church- 
heating installations and it is an un- 
necessary expense and complication. All 
that thermostatic control can do is to 
switch off the heating when a definite 
temperature has been reached, and as by 
far the greater proportion of electrical 
church-heating installations do not de- 
pend on actual temperatures, reasonably 
intelligent hand control is all that is 
required. 

The installation of a time-switch, how- 
ever, might well be considered as this can 


higher surface temperature is not objection- 
able. 

The tubes have a width of about 2 in. 
and can be painted to match the existing 
finish although metallic paints such as 
aluminium and bronze should be avoided 
as these tend to reduce the emission of heat. 

Tubular heaters are frequently installed 
below pews and under windows, but care 
must be exercised.to ensure that they are 
so placed that inadvertent contact—particu- 
larly by the legs of children—is avoided. 
Precautions must also be taken against the 
effect of heat close to woodwork, especially 
English oak, which is liable to shrink, warp 
or split—particularly if the heating is inter- 
mittent. 

(2) Electric convectors—These heaters 
consist essentially of a metal or plastic 
cabinet containing a heating element and 
arranged with an inlet for cold air at the 
floor line and an outlet for warm air at the 
top. Normally, the loading of a convector 
varies from 0.75 to 3kW. 

(3) Unit heaters—Unit heaters of the elec- 
trical type consist of an electric heating 
element in a housing provided with a fan 
mounted at the rear so that a current of air 
is blown over the heating element. These 
heaters are usually mounted above head 
level, but a recent installation in which the 
heaters were mounted in an underfloor duct 
and discharged the warm air through cast- 
iron floor gratings appears to be successful. 

As with fan-operated hot water heating, 
it is essential to ensure that the fans are 
silent in operation. 

(4) Low-temperature panels—These con- 
sist of a cast-iron, steel or non-metallic 
panel enclosing a heating element and backed 
with heat-insulating material. They are 
seldom used in church heating installations 
and when they are, are of the type arranged 
for mounting on the wall. 

(5) High-temperature panels.—These are 
similar to low-temperature panels in appear- 
ance, but are usually smaller and operate at 
much higher surface temperatures. They 
have to be mounted clear of the wall and 
should be out of reach of accidental con- 
tact or be guarded. The higher temperature 
electric panel gives off a type of heat very 
similar to that from an electric fire. 

(6) Electric storage heaters.—These 
heaters are usually in the form of self- 
contained cabinets enclosing _ electric 
elements surrounded with material of high 
thermal capacity, such as soap stone. They 
are higher in cost per kW. than other forms 
of heaters and their use is only justified if 
a low “off peak” electricity tariff can be 
negotiated with the Electricity Board. ‘ The 
method of operation is for the heaters to 
be connected to the electricity system for 
eight hours during the night, i.e., “* off peak,” 
and when they are disconnected during the 
remaining 16 hours of the day they give up 
their heat. The switching “on and off” is 
usually done by an electric time clock. It 
is doubtful if their use can be justified on 
economic grounds for church heating. 

(7) Underfloor heating—This is a system 
similar to the Embedded Panel system des- 
cribed in the section on “ The Heating Sur- 
face,” but instead of hot water pipes being 
embedded in the floor electric cables are 
embedded. 

The electric cables can be of three types : — 
_ (a) Special heating cables with asbestos 
insulation, or 

(b) Mineral-insulated copper 
cables, or 

(c) Galvanised iron wires. 

The heating cables are housed in special 
conduits laid in the floor. As a fair amount 
of trenching in the floor is required to house 
the —— equipment, additional allow- 
ance for the builders’ work should be made 
an costing this type of floor heating. 

The mineral-insulated copper covered 


covered 
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be arranged to switch on the installation 

at any given time before early Morning 

Service and can also be arranged to en- 

sure that the heating is switched off at 

the end of the service and thus avoid the 
risk of current being consumed un- 
necessarily. 

Note.—All electric supply cables must 
be underground and not overhead. The 
installation must be carried out in 
accordance with the regulations, “ In- 
stallation of Electricity in Churches,” 
issued by the Central Council for the 
Care of Churches. 


(To be continued) 


HOUSING IN INDIA 


Help for Low-income Group 


JRORMULATED by the Indian Ministry 
of Works, Housing and Supply, and 
approved by the Central Government of 
India, a new scheme, which proposes loans 
for low-income group housing and facilities 
to acquire and develop land for housing, is 
being forwarded to State Governments for 
implementation, writes a correspondent. 

Together with the subsidised industrial 
housing scheme, introduced in 1952, the new 
scheme, it is hoped, will help to relieve 
housing shortage throughout the country. 

Under this scheme the State Governments 
will be able to obtain loans at 44 per cent. 
interest, repayable in 30 equal annual instal- 
ments, for reloaning against security to 
individuals whose income does not exceed 
Rs. 6,000 per annum, co-operative housing 
societies, and housing finance corporations. 
Up to 80 per cent. of the actual estimated 
cost of a house and land, with a maximum 
of Rs. 8,000 per house, will be available 
for advances under the scheme, though the 
total cost of a heuse and land will not be 
restricted to Rs. 10,000. 

Under the scheme the State Governments 
will be enabled to build the houses initially 
for subsequent sale to the groups already 
mentioned. The State Government would 
also be able to raise a loan from the Central 
Government of India, at 3} per cent. interest, 
for the acquisition and development of land. 
Such loans would be repayable within three 
years, during which period the developed 
sites must have been sold to individuals or 
co-operatives and without profit or loss. 


CONCRETE OR BRICK HOUSES? 
A Grimsby Decision 


Grimssy housing committee has decided, 
after many weeks of close examination, that 
the policy of building some council houses 
of concrete is to be continued. Members 
rejected, by five votes to three, a resolution 
by a local master builder, Cllr. A. C. 
Corringham, that all future building should 
be of traditional brick houses. 

Clir. Corringham maintained that, with the 
labour and materials position easier, the 
desperate need for speedily erected concrete 
houses was no longer felt. He said brick 
houses were no dearer, and quoted these 
figures: brick, £1,237; concrete, £1,190 to 
£1,250. 

The chairman, Cllr. M. Larmour, said the 
housing target could be better achieved with 
the use of non-traditional homes, as concrete, 
dwellings did not need the same number of 
skilled operatives, and it was thére that the 
shortage lay. There were not enough brick- 
layers to erect all the required brick houses. 













































































AIRCRAFT NOISE 


Possibilities of Reduction 


THE possibilities of reducing aircraft 

noise are discussed in an article by 
Mr. W. CHARLES COPELAND, recently circu- 
lated internally at the National Physical 
Laboratory, and now released by DSIR, 
trom which we take the following extracts: 

The subject can be classified under three 
broad headings: (1) noise from aero 
engines on the test bed; (2) from aircraft 
running up on the ground, and (3) from air- 
craft in flight. 

Noise from test beds is the field in which 
by far the largest reduction of noise is pos- 
sible, for the noise source can be largely 
enclosed, whilst air flow and gas discharge 
are effected through some form of sound- 
absorbent lined ducts. For the testing of 
piston and prop-jet engines with propellers. 
a typical test bed is, in effect, a tunnel some 
150 ft. long, 30 ft. ‘wide and 25 ft. high. 
The centre portion comprises the engine cell, 
and about 45 ft. at each end of the tunnel 
is filled with vertical splitter panels of sound- 
absorbing material, some 4 to 6 in. thick. 
extending from floor to roof. The large in- 
take and exhaust area is necessary for reason- 
ably correct air flow conditions past the 
propeller. In practice, these splitters are 
not straight but incorporate bends, so help- 
ing to increase the attenuation of the higher 
frequencies, 

By these means, noise at middle and high 
frequencies is virtually completely sup- 
pressed, but greater attenuation of the low 
frequency noise would be desirable. Unfor- 
tunately, all sound-absorbing materials be- 
come much less efficient at these low fre- 
quencies and _ increased attenuation is 
possible only by the use of resonant type 
absorbers of one sort or another, or of 
greatly increased thickness of material 
several feet thick, in fact). These measures 
have been applied partially, but to do so 
fully would result in test houses of extra- 
vagant size, not to mention cost, which 
already runs into tens of thousands of 
pounds for one test bed alone. 


AIRCRAFT ON GROUND 


Reduction of noise from aircraft on the 
ground is a much more difficult and com- 
plicated task to achieve. Obviously, a solu- 
tion would be to put the aircraft in a very 
large test house, but its size and cost would 
be very great. The number needed at, say, 
London Airport would tax the space 
resources of even that large aerodrome, if 
civil aircraft maintenance is to be carried 
out on schedule. Substantial noise reduc- 
tion without such elaborate means is possible 
for turbo-jet engines by discharging the jet 
into a muffler (in effect, an absorbent lined 
tunnel) built out from one wall of a pen into 
which the aircraft is wheeled. By this 
means the loudness can be reduced to about 
1/10th. The system at the moment is con- 
fined to single-engined machines but, in the 
reasonably near future when a number of 
practical difficulties have been overcome, its 
use may be extended to multi-engined 
machines. 

Noise reduction can also be achieved by 
screening pens or walls, and undoubtedly 
the use ef these will increase. 

The article adds that “there is no possi- 
bility of marked reduction of noise from 
aircraft in flight.” 


BUILDING SURVEYORS 

The Building Surveyor’s Institute, Temple 
Bar House, 227, Strand, WC2, have issued a 
booklet containing rules and regulations, a 
report of the annual general meeting held 
in September, and a newsletter. 


THE BUILDER 


NFBTE 


Holiday Credit Stamps 


AT ITS meeting in London on December 
8, the National Joint Council for the Build- 
ing Industry adopted the report of the 
Procedure Committee and decided to record 
that the appropriate weekly holiday credit 
stamps payable under the Annual and Public 
Holidays Agreements would, from the dates 
indicated below. be as follows:— 

Annual Holidays (as from the beginning 
of the calendar week commencing April 4, 
1955): craftsmen and labourers, 6s. 6d. per 
week; persons (male or female) under 18 
years of age, 5s. 6d. per week. 

Public Holidays (as from the beginning of 
the calendar week commencing April 11, 


1955): craftsmen and labourers, 3s. 3d. per 
week; persons (male or female) under 18 
years of age, 2s. 9d. 


WAGES IN THE INDUSTRY 
Rotherham BTE Dinner 


AN ANNUAL DINNER was held by the 
Rotherham and District Building Trades 
Employers’ Association at the Rotherham 
Town Hall Assembly Room on November 
26. 

Mr. M. TOMLINSON, president of the 
Yorkshire Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, proposed the toast of the associa- 
tion. He said that the Federation would 
welcome some widening of the gap between 
the wages of craftsmen and labourers. “It 
is hardly fair.” he said, “to expect young 
men—whom we are anxious to encourage 
into the industry—completing their period 
of apprenticeship, to be faced with very little 
difference in their wages from those of 
labourers.” More craftsmanship was needed. 
There was little true craftsmanship in both 
bricklaying and joinery among young men, 
and this was “a most reprehensible state of 
affairs.” With regard to the claim by 
operatives for an extra fourpence an hour, 
a lot of this money might be granted to 
operatives if they would see that the 
builders were not made to pay through the 
nose for the great amount of time taken 
up with tea breaks. 


A JOHANNESBURG GANTRY 


The gantry shown in ‘African News- 
letter ” (our issue of December 3) was erected 
by Mills Scaffold (Pty.), Ltd., of Maraisburg, 
Transvaal, for Messrs French and Hol- 
lingshead, who are erecting a building on the 
Reema system. The clear span is 50 ft. and 
the underside of the gantry is also 50 ft. from 
the ground. The lifting capacity was guaran- 
teed at 4 tons. The erecting company is a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the Mills Scaf- 
fold Co., Ltd., of London, W6. 


BRITAIN’S ROADS 


In an _ illustrated publication entitled 
“ Roads—How Other Countries are Building 
Them,” the British Road Federation, Ltd., 
4a Bloomsbury-square, WC1, has listed high- 
way construction achievements overseas as 
a contrast to Britain where “not a single 
mile of the 800 miles of motorways con- 
sidered essential in the 1946 Plan of Highway 
Development has been built.” A companion 
publication, ““ Roads—How Other Countries 
are Financing Them,” recalls that motor 
taxation in Britajn is more than ten times 
Government road expenditure. The two 
publications are part of a special survey 
which the Federation has carried out this 
year. 
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FROST PRECAUTIONS 
CODE 
Guide for Architects and Builders 


HE protection of water pipes and fittings 

against frost is the subject of a “Code 
of Practice ” compiled by a working party of 
Cambridge architects, builders and plumbers, 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Philip 
Porteous, managing director of the Cam- 
bridge University and Town Waterworks 
Company. 

The Code is to be placed at the disposal 
of builders and architects throughout the 
country. In Cambridge the Code has been 
approved by the local authorities, the Water 
Company and the architects’ and builders” 
organisations. 

In its introduction the Code. states: 
“The efforts of the architect, builder and 
plumber to provide frost-proof plumbing 
might well be of no avail without the intelli- 
gent co-operation of the householder. What, 
for example, is the use of providing facilities 
for draining down water pipes if the house- 
holder does not know where the stop taps 
and draining taps are or when and how to 
operate them? 

“Where the building of a house is being 
undertaken for a private client, the plumbing 
sub-contractor should, upon the completion 
of his work, instruct the householder, 
preferably by actual demonstration, how to 
drain down the hot and cold water systems 
and should, at the same time, advise the 
householder generally as to how to protect 
the water installation during spells of cold 
weather. 

“In the case of local authority housing, it 
is recommended that similar instruction, 
demonstration and advice should be given 
to every new tenant by a competent official 
of the local authority. An instruction card 
summarising the advice given by the official 
should, at the same time, be left with the 
tenant.” 


SPACE HEATING 


The section on lagging of pipes and fittings 
says: “This should be resisted until every- 
thing possible has been done to avoid ‘ un- 
safe ’ places (e.g., draughty roof spaces) for 
pipes and fittings in planning the layout.” 

Space heating and the insulation of bui!d- 
ings against loss of heat are also referred to. 

“Experience in Cambridge has indicated 
that a large proportion of the pipes which 
have frozen and burst have been situated in 
bathrooms in which there has been no hot 
water tank or other source of heat. This 
clearly indicates the desirability of some 
form of heating in bathrooms,” the Code 
says. 

Where hot and cold water pipes are fixed 
close to each other, the hot should be lagged 
to prevent the cold water becoming warm 
while, at the same time, the cold pipe should 
also be lagged to avoid the risk of freezing. 

Householders are warned that before 
attempting to drain down a hot water 
system they should make sure that the cold 
water feed pipe and the ventilator pipe are- 
not frozen. “If these pipes should be 
frozen,” the Code states, “it is possible to 
create a vacuum in the process of draining 
down which might lead to the collapse’ of 
the hot water cylinder.” 

Appendices to the Code include a tabu- 
lated list of various types of insulating 
materials with current prices of each type,. 
and suggested specification clauses for in- 
clusion in building contracts. 

Copies are obtainable from the Cambridge 
Waterworks Co., 4, Bene’t-street, price 1s, 
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HOPE'S steel 
DOOR FRAMES 


IDEAL FOR BREEZE BLOCK PARTITIONS 
Blocks fit right into frame 
and when grouted in a solid 
steel-faced concrete surround 
is formed that stiffens the 
partition and absorbs the slam of the door 


FASTER FIXING 
We mark locations on frames before despatch 





NO SITE DELAYS: 7 kinds of lugs are 
available, covering a variety of fixings 


NO CHATTERING DOORS after patent 
lock-strikes have been adjusted to suit lock 


NO RUST 
Internal frames are made from zinc-coated 
steel, painted after manufacture. 
External frames are hot-dip galvanized 


SAVE TIME & MONEY 
ON THE SITE 


SEND FOR LIST No. 254 
HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD., SMETHWICK, BIRMINGHAM 
LONDON: 17 BERNERS STREET, W.1 
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How were they built ? 


It’s always been a bit of a puzzle and we 
can only guess how long it took or how 
much it cost to build the Pyramids. But 
the Egyptians used slave labour anyway, 
so it doesn’t really count. Today you have 
to pay all along the line: labour, time, 
materials and everything, so any ideas on 
saving are very welcome. When it comes 
to scaffolding there’s a very simple way 
to cut costs and that’s by using the 
fabricated NO-BOLT Double Coupler. 
It’s strong and makes the safest, most 
secure method of joining scaffolding tubes 
yet thought of. And you don’t need to be 
a Nubian slave to fix it, nor do you need 
spanners, nuts or bolts; a mere tap with a *Bot ter than an extra 
hammer is all that’s required. Releasing 
it is just as easy. It’s fastened by nothin, os 

— ain oe pair of hands... 

than a wedge—an ; 


FABRICATED idea that’s as old as 


sesame iat I’ve got some grand machines helping me on this 

i as modern as : : 
NO BOLT tomorrow. job. All of them, from pumps to concrete mixers, 
DOUBLE COUPLER are powered by Villiers engines. That’s the best 
TYPE mz ia guarantee of satisfactory per- 


formance a builder can have. 


I always specify Villiers-driven 
machines because I know they 
Sematied ebeo-wtihe fe L'a will do everything I ask of 
CAPTIVE WEDGES : ~~ them—and more—at a very 
pried FR 0 runing cost 


stock and an efficient 
service guaranteed. 


A = A A & @e 6D D> 


cee arranged 
NO-BOLT ‘system anv | THE POWER AND THE HEART 
form of scaffolding can 
be erected at less cost. OF A FINE MACHINE 


Five times the work for 


the same -labour cost— 
an 80%, saving—is typical Vilien) ENGINES DRIVE 
BARROWS - CULTIVATORS - LAWN MOWERS - MOTOR SCYTHES 


CONCRETE MIXERS + CROP SPRAYERS - HEDGE CUTTERS 
LIGHTING PLANTS - PUMPS - TRUCKS - SAWS - MOTOR CYCLES 


BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING APPLIANCES LTD. 


THE VILLIERS ENGINEERING COMPANY LIMITED, WOLVERHAMPTON 
63-65 London Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire. Tel. : Sandy 104 
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THE BUILDER 


CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


{= information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 
Pit Sand 
Washed Sand . 
jin. Shingle... 
? in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze ice 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
lto6tons, site . 

Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening ‘Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site 
lto6ton~ do. site 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 7. 9d. son ton. 

White Portland Cement Aes 
Under 1 ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

— Cement (Waterproof ), 32s. 6d. "per ton above 

ortland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £1017s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up P 

Stourbridge Fireclay, —_ ie. 4 at Railway Depot, 
London me aie 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks... 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks... 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2i in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W. i 
District Commons ia AEF 
Cellular ) re 
Keyed do. - 

Rustics ae 
Cellular Rustics 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfaced 

Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) _ 
Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . = ae 

Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) ose se 

Uxbridge Whites (London Sites). 

2}in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks ‘(London 
Stations)... ese eee os 

3 in. do. (London Stations) 

2%in. Machine- made Sandfaced Red "Facings 
(London Sites) 

4; Ls Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 


per yd. 


241 i __ Sandfaced Red Facings (London 


Sites. 
23 in. Hand-made Sandfaceg Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London Sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi Colour “Facings. 
Berkshire district (London Sites) .. ooo 


NNDoeTeoendh A wo nocancococeococco 





Toast 
o* 


Rubber Bricks for ganged arches (London Sites) .. 

2jin. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) 

2%in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock "Facings 
(London Sites) 

Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, » Ivory, B Brown— 
Stretchers... . 
Headers ne i 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4h i in. Flats 
Double Stretchers ... ad ? 

Double Headers ns 

One side and two ends ‘a aia al 

Two sides and oneend .... aan e aia 

Splays and Squints eee ’ 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 74% for Best quality and 
plus 74% less 10% for Second quality. 


per 1,000 


ecsooscoosoo = a 


ecocooocoo a2 Co of 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
Hotitow CLay PartTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
2ne. *<. a oma 140 yds. 
y/o xe aaa 140 yds. 
3 in. = a pee 120 yds. 
4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. 
Half blocks at no extra ciiaae 


CLINKER CONCRETE. 


)) ae rae <a 100 yds. 
24 in. ee — 85 yds. 
3 in. make ‘zs 75 yds. 
4 in. mer na 55 yds. 


CRANHAM 


.-. per yd. 


NOoOnNn 


2 in. 
24 in. 
ri 09 


on I & 


an in. Load bearing quality a wea 

FLoor BLOocKs 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. indi 12 in. delivered in - 
lorry-loads ... - 

4 in. do. 

5 in. 

6 in. 

7 in. 

8 in. 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. ‘ ; 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
B.S.S. Best do. 


+674%, +974% 

+107 +674% +10% +374 
Tested Quality +3749, +674% +3747 +97 % 
B.S.S. Tested do. +47$° 5 +85 4474249742 +474°2 aed 
3 in. Land Drain Pipes (in 12 in. lengths) ... «-» per 1,000 7 13 6 
4 in. Ge sce aon a as ae pe 2 


Best Quality 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Park os oa . . per ft. cube 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground — - 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered Londonarea __,, 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ae aay ce 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine ticks B. 
Southern Region pa “a 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. xX 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and 
stooled cills “8 aa aaa ese per ft. cube 
12 in. x 6 in. do. — do. eco 2 
12 in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathere a - twice throated teins 
14 in. X 6 in. do. 
4} in. x 9in. Plinth, cubed on ‘top and. face .. 


3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes > per ft. sup. 











1000 





STONE—continued 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 











o. do. fair one dma - ares 
brickwork uf a P 
Hard York— 
12in, x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on - 


12in. x6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . am 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes _... per ft. sup. 


TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French eumial Tiles from 

Lincolnshire district : 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ‘ 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district eae 
Machine-made 104 x 6} Staffordshire district ... 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. ee 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. 
Concrete tiles 104 x 64 

do. Interlocking (495) .. ay 

Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First- 2 goed Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 

paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual 

24 x 12 

22 x 12 















































x 
20 < 10 
, 








Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 


























Carcassing quality 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. in 
Hardwood— 

Mahogany—African S.E. ee do. per ft. cube 
do. Honduras do... do. 

Oak European do... do. 
do. Japanese do. 5 do. 
do. English Logs sawn do. 

Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. 

Walnut African Logs sawn do. me 

DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
gee London area. 
14 in. 4 Horizontal +% ae 4 in. deal 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. ona each 
2 ft.3 in. x 6 ft. i. aR Sis = 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ae ~ = 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft.6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. see Pas Be 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. sas soe a 
2 in. Panel, top panel ys Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 oe oa Me 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. é in. 


SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to | ton)... «oc - iperyd. 
Sin. do. (67 yds.tol ton)... aa 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) 
2} in. do. es yds. to 1 ton) 
3 in. do. 39 yds. to 1 ton) 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 


$in. Hardboard de. ay ie 
in. do. do. ae foe i 

is in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets see ... per yd. sup 

“— Felt, I-ply os ; me .- Ss 






























































































































” 


2-ply ba was oes wes = 
Best Scotch Glue, in slabs... bss es .-. per 4 cwt. 
do pearl ais ae fee me 
Croid Glue .. “ae ei — es 284b. 
Cut Nails 3 in. (i-ton Tots) sah wip’ --. perton 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . aes oe “i 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ee ... per cwt. 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) Ses 
METALS Stee. Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. X S5in., 8in. x Sin., 8 in. x 6in., 10 in. x 6 in. 
12 in. x 6 in. gle cut to a delivered London 
area as +. per ton 
Extra for sizes ; 
3 in. X I$in., 4in.”%«. 13 in. 
3in. X 3 in. aa aes 
4in. X 3in., 10in. x 44 in. 
5 in. X 2} in., Sin. x 3 in. 
43 in. x 1} in. ; 





” 




































































per 100 sq. ft. 


£ 
“ edges coped for rendered brickwork... per ft. cube | 


and front per ft. cube ; 


2 in..Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes _ per yd. sup 2 
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AADNOCOCHACS 


Joinery quality bee = Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 
do. se = to ee 


anooonce 


ao nao nooo 


CWO SCOOCSOUANAADHN 


ooooo a 





Sin. x 44 in. Tin. X 34 in. 13 in. x 
6in. x 3 in. 24 in. x 74 in. tive dee 
6in. x 44 in. Tin, xX 4in. 8in. x 4in. .% 
9 in. X 4in. 10 in. x 5 in. A ae 
12:in. -x -5:in. 22 in. x 7 in. dis 
9 in. x 7in. 10 in. X 8 in. 12 in. x 8 in. 
14 in. x Shin. 14in. X 6in. 14in. x 8 in. 
15in. x Sin. 15in. X 6in. - 16in. x 6in. 
16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. X 6in. 18in. x 7 in. 


18 in. xX 8 in. ” 20 in. 
Steel angles average price 


Steel tees average price 


x 64 in. 20 in. 


Fabricated work elivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted she cee 


Compound girders 
Stanchions 


Compound stanchions aes 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to — ex London 


Stock § in. diam., -_ 
4 in. diam. . 
; in. do. 


ae 


Tubes to BSS1387 and 
Galvanised Tube— 
Clas A — 1% 


Class B + 81% 

Class C + 244% 
Black— 

Class A — 214% 

ClassB — 11% 

Class C + 14% 


oe 


Sin. -..:. 


* Thin. 


per ton 


a 


“per ton extra 


MILD STEEL TUBES ” 
Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
Malleable Fittings 


W.I. Fittings 
Light + 234% 
Heavy + 303% 


Light + 11 
Heavy + 184% 


Malleable List— 35% +. 40% 


% Malleable 


C.l.. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 


Delivered London per 


yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


” 


” 


——N 


Ps 


—NwhROS 
onceco 


List — 35% 


Sto 
Gutters Nozzles Ends 
3 in. 3/4 2/11 /104 
34 in. 3/74 3/2 4105 
4 in. 4/8 3/7 1/3 
44 in. 5/14 4/- 1/7 
5 in. 5/9 4/44 1/9 
, CLOG. ight” 
3 in. soe 4/3 3/1 7114 
34 in. _ 4/9 3/1 1/3 
4 in. 25 3/114 1/7 
4} in. 4/8 1/9 
5 in. oy 5/4 2/- 
Cl. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths — Bends Branches 
2 in. ie eee /94 3/7 5/1 
24 in. 7/1 3/114 — 
3 in. 8/- 5/- 7/74 
34 in. . oe 9/- 5/114 9/- 
4 in. ane ae 10/6 7/34 10/8 
LCC. CoaTED SOIL PIPEs 
2 in. 8/- 6/14 7/6 
24 in. 8/6 6/10 9/44 
3 in. 9/6 7/64 11/2 
3} in. 10/74 9/44 13/0: 
4 in. 12/14 10/6 13/4 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 


only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 15% and 
tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTED DRAIN PIPEs 


n 9-fts. 


cwt. qr. lb. per yd. 


Bends _ Branches 
30/2 


4in oe ee Be i: 24/5 17/4 
6 in oe @ A 36/3 36/- 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per —. "renee 
2} in. 3 in 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths ...per yd. 3/9" 4/- 4/10 
Shoes ... os GRCN «25 2/8 3/2 
Single Branches o 3/9 4/6 5/4 
Bends square or obtuse ae 2/8 2/11 3/9 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. _,, 2/11 3/9 Gfs 
do. 6in. do. ie 3/2 3/9 4/10 
AsBEsTos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
in. 44 in. 5 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths ...per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 
Dropends_... «oe -€ach, - 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Stop Ends ae = /10 /il 1/- 
Angles 5 2/11 3/5 4/1 
Nozzles er mt 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Union Clips ... “3 1/5 1/8 2/1 
AsBEsTos HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND ae 
3 in. 4in. Sin. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths ...per x4. 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 
Dropends ... soo CRG 2/1 2/5 A 2/11 
Stop ends shade /9 /10 /il 1/- 
Angles +3 abe 2/8 2/11 3/2 
Nozzles nde soy Peed 2/5 2/8 2/11 
Union Clips ... o f/f 1/1 1/2 1/4 


61/9 
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| ENANCE COSTS GO ouT! 
5 i ed M A f N T 
t Peet. } = When you build a roof of aluminium sheet you build for good. 
COMP Once up it stays up without costing a penny in painting or 
7 renewal. Intensive climaticcorrosion tests carried out all over the 
ACCREDITED ROOFING AGENTS world, and service experience dating back half-a-century, show 
, Industrial Engineering Ltd, Albemarle Street, LONDON, W.! that it soon saves you money. Details of the new Industrial sheet, 


ee ee ee designed for efficient coverage of large roofs, and of other Norak 


John Bland & Co. Ltd, East Moors, CARDIFF ‘ ‘is 
corrugated sheet products are given in a new 44-page booklet. 
W. H. Heywood & Co. Ltd, Bayhall Works, HUDDERSFIELD ‘ 
Write for your copy now. 











MAKERS OF NORAL SHEET, STRIP, PLATE, SECTIONS, TUBING, WIRE, FORGINGS, CASTINGS, ALPASTE FOR PAINT. SALES DEVELOPMENT DIVISION <) 
BANBURY, OXON. SALES OFFICES: LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, MANCHESTER, BRISTOL, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, LEEDS. An ALUMINIUM LIMITED Company 
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METALS 


Jron—Stal 
Mild Steel 
Mild Steel 


NEW ELECO “ PERSPEX” 
FITTING FOR INDUSTRIAL j§ p32 


24 gaug 


26 gaug 

CONDUIT LIGHTING — 
20 gaug 

24 gaug 

‘26 gaug 

Galvanise 

20 gaug 


—Increases Light Output | 24 gag 
Ratio 10-15% 


All 

i Screwdow 

° Z ‘ g head fo 
This new Eleco fitting (patent applied for) 2 Toilet bib 
‘ Pe ‘ & % Screwdow 
is efficient, versatile and economical. It can 2 do. wit 


be used either open, or made completely : ~—c 
dustproof with a diffusor cover. The ; — 
reflectors are made in two grades of opal — 
‘Perspex’, whilst the covers are obtainable is Brass slec 


in three grades, including a pinspot pattern Lead P. tr 

* ° screws 
“Perspex”. This means that a suitable Lead S. t 
combination can be arranged to control the serum 
percentage of upward light and brightness Easy 


over a considerable area. Thus, units can be os 
selected to give the best lighting effect for 
your particular installation. 


XXX XXX 


TOTAL THESE FEATURES - in. 


Rolled C 


AND YOU GET TODAY'S MOST sheet Zit 


do. 

EFFICIENT LIGHTING Brass tut 
: ing ext 

LEAD 


Basis sell 
or Ho! 


Lead She 


| Lead We 
For 100 to 500 watt tungsten Lead So’ 


Lamps, 80-125 watt MB/V , 
: Mercury. 
For further particulars or help on ? 
any lighting problem write to: 
Lighting output Ratio exceeds 
85°. Balanced distribution — 


Allowan 
10-25"), upward light. ton w 


PLAST 
High mechanical strength — 


Resists corrosion. 


ENGINEERING & LIGHTING 3 
EQUIPMENT CO. LTD. yo me 


Low initial cost. 


Hair 


SPHERE WORKS, ST. ALBANS, HERTS. Ease of installation. Gypsum 


White stove enamelled interior. 
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METALS—continued Per ton basis 


in aw 

s. d. 

a om cmanreies Qeatity is 41 17 6 
Mild Steel Bar ae 37 14 0 
Mild Steel Heaps pg 39 10 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 


Two-ton a 
s. 
Soft Sheets C.R. and ba - = 
20 gauge ... = 49 6 0 
24 — ae 5116 0 
26 gauge 54 16 0 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft. os 
20 gauge ... 5S 82 6 
24 gauge ... “ a 2 ‘ a 2-6 
‘26 gauge .. a 647 6 
Galvanised Fiat sheets C.R. and C. saa _— 
20 gauge ... s % a 2 6G 
24 gauge ... 60 12 6 
26 gauge ... ae nei - dae Sch es a2) G57 6 
PLumBerRS’ Brass WorK, COPPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. . 
All per doz. tin. Zin. lin. I}fin. 1$in. 2in. 
tuendenn | bib ae caaeen 
head for iron a 77/- 114/6 
Toilet bib cocks for i iron . 99/- 142/- 
Screwdown stop cocks foriron 66/- 95/9 188/- 323/6 462/- 815/- 
do. with two unions for lead 89/-— 132/- 234/4 419/- “a 1234/3 
Double nut boiler screws .. 16/6 23/3 42/- 43/- 59/6 83/8 
Heavy Croydon ball valves ... 68/3 155/3 237/7 433/6 614/- 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron we ane os WS -2f- a — 74/6 145/3 
lf in. 1} in. 34in. 4in 
Caps and screws .. 29/9 36/4 3379 506 105/6 137/6 
Brass sleeves 27/6 27/6 49/6 66/-  67/- 
“12 x 6 1b. 14 x 6lb. 2 x 7b. 3 x 7 lb. 
Lead P. trap with mae etucing 
screws .- 63/6 79/6 127/- 217/3 
Lead S. trap ‘do. 71/- 95/- 156/3 281/- 
Solder &. & 
Plumbers’ na aaa aa «os per Ib. a9 
Tinmen’s ste sae aa aaa re Baa - 42 
Blow pipe 4 3 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 33d. per Ib. plus gauge 


and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 


d. d. 
din. X 19 gauge ae 12} Total per Ib. 45} 
jin. X ps cee 10% ‘. ss 437 
kins XS 3 a 9} ‘ “e 42 
I}in. xX 18 sy, 8} = 41z 
Min. ce .. ae 8} oe i? 417 
2 in, < 17 a 10} ‘i ee 434 
Rolled Copper ‘sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price . 2.-@ 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras waa . perton 343 15 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 719 6 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. ‘a 717 6 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. 7% 3 
Brass tubes basic eee _ tea aan manufactur- 


nN 
te 


ing extras per Ib. 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling ee in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties 


£ a é& 
Lead Sheet, English, 3} 1b. substance and upwards perton 142 5 0 
Lead Water Pipe incoils’... aaa ‘ 143 10 0 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to4in.dia. ;.. is 145 0 0 
do. over 4 in. aia. ae ee ae 147 0 O 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe cad a 145 0 O 
Extras over Basis for quantities — 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under | ton per cwt 2 0 
3 cw. do. S5cwt. ad ae “ea ies ‘a 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3cwt. aes ee 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £100 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton meer - and over Delivered on Site per ton 7 6 6 
do. White do. do. aan oe sé 3 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. aa os 79 0 
do. Fine do. do. ae es 717 0 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads nee “aa a ea 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. aa dea sen ma 512 6 
Lump Lime do. eae ‘e S$ 24 @ 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads . oe 10 4 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton saiiig waa ia 918 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton ioads = al a @© 3 
Hair... per cwt 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board zi in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Deliveredsite ... per yd. 2 2 
1,200 yds. ... oa 214 
Gypeunl Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., ¢ in. thick, yds. and over in one 
delivery. Delivered site \.. ae eae ise a y ie 
1,200 yds. ... jee aaa ‘a dae nie Ba 2 44 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 







Delivered London area cee. 
Ceiling Distemper at ia oa ea ... perewt. 1 7 6 
Washable Distemper ... a ait me sed a S40 
Gloss Paint ...... wae .. pergal. 210 O 
Snowcem cement paint. (in 1 cwt. drums) -- percwt. 3 11 0 
LeaD PRODUCTS AND OILs. 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs per cwt....8 18 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. ‘jots in 1 sme tins pergal. 3 2 © 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt.keg ... percwt. 7 4 3 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt au ao: 2-2. @ 
Size XD a, 2 Ib. per tin 9 @ 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra. .-. per gal. 12 0 
Boiled Linseed Of (S gal.) do. a os soe se 12 6 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... a e 5 6% 
do. do. 40 gal.} do. do. ... oe a 4 8 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) rissa aad aaa _ 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) as ai a a 2 0 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. pean Sa .-» per lb. 1 6 
White Lining Paper... per piece 1 @ 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside pg .. pergal 112 6 
Oak Pale Copal yO ie aa aaa aaa Pa 115 6 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside ... oa aa aaa i 117 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... jaa xe an pe y a £ 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... sea ia aad as 2 ane 
Finest Carriage Varnish ae aaa a ae oe 2%” 0 
Front Door Varnish ... ae aed oes oe an 117 6 
Japan Gold Size aca Sad a aaa we mst 110 0 
Black Japan... aaa om aan aoa ose a 3: 3-¢ 
Brunswick Black waa ag on son aaa a 100 
Berlin Black... rhe ae a on aa i : i 
Terebene Bes: pon “a ee 33°39 
Knotting (1 gal. ‘bottles ‘free) 2 oes ana a 200 
French and Brush Polish (do. _ es we ak th 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. -— 
s. d. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 4 
2402. - % ° % ‘i T 
26 oz. a a a pe ” 10 
32 oz. ” ” ” ” 1 1 
$ in. Rolled Plate aa , a mo rer 9 
Pe in. and tin. Rough Cas rs 1 @ 
in. Figured — and Cathedral, Standard patterns : ‘ 
ite 
do. Standard Tints eae ana a a 1 43 
do. Special Tints ae ome shia pe 2 $ 
tin. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte and 
Luminating _ one ee pee 1 
tin. Wired Cast | 
2 in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 2} 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 


P.B.2 53? x 53 x 3 in. ace eas pa 

P.B.3 73 x Ls eo in. ae ae ae rs 

P.B.32 14 x7 in. eas ; xa bes 
Ree madd aaa * ne ad with— 

P.B R . eee coe cee 

P.B.32 ee faa des aa 


+ in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality— 


In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. “ia ade a 
wa ee = 5 ft. sup... “ia «es r 
ae ie ‘a 45 ft. sup. i faa aan 

a a 100 ft. sup. ail 


tin. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 


Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one —/ or 135 in. 


both ways ... ie a 
Not pote. i 180 ft. ‘sup. or ditto aa aa ae 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto nee 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 


Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


HAW Ban 
wCew NNO 


AY 

a4 

- 
w 
ce 


AWN 
amu 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per ft. super 

Description of Glass quantity s. d. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. ‘ane eco « . 3,000 
240z. ,, Fe: oe ee a ie 2,000 
26 = Ea ad aaa po pas eee --. 2,000 7 
32 0 . ee ue des «.- 2,000 10 
ti in. "Rolled Piate aad .-. 1,000 7t 

in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White 1,000 7k 


+ in. Lf meer a Hammerstripe, "Reeded, Luminating 


and Spotlyt «» 1,000 
fe in. and tin. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast «-- 2,000 
f} in. Wired Cast, Ty pom +» 2,000 

in. Georgian Wired Cast... “ ea +. 2,000 
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CURRENT. RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM OCTOBER 4, 1954. 


Town. 

Aberavon ..... 

Aberdare ; 

y co eel 

Abingdon .. 

eee ecevcccvcceces 
ne 

Aldeburgh 

Aidershot District . 

Alfreton U.D.... 





Ammanford . 
ANGOVET .....c00¢00 
Ardingly ... 
= 


Asco’ A2 
pe le ay ee U.D....A 
Ashby Woulds U.D..........A 
Ashford (Kent) 


Ashton-under-Lyne 

Aspatria and Brayton A2 
Atherstone R.D.(partsof) A 
Aylesbury ......... puvenieebees A2 
Aylesby (Yorks) . sees 
Aylesham ......++ 





Barnoldswick U.D. 
Barnsley 
Barrow-in-Furness 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D 
_ Thrussington A2)... 


Barr. A 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- 

by-on-the-Wolds Al) A 
Seenaete 


>d>>>2B>>> 


Bedwas 
Beeston & Stapi 
Belper U.D 
Belton 
Berkhamsted 
Berrington ... 


Biggleswade 
Billericay 

Billing 

Billingham U.D.. 
Bilsthorpe 
Birchington 
Bizkenhead 
Birmingham C.B... 
Bishop. Auckland .... 
Bishop’s Stortford .... 
Bispham 

Blackburn .. 
Biackpool 

Blackwell R.D. 
Blaydon U.D..... 
Blidworth 


Bognor Regis... 
Boldon U.D. .. 
Bolsover U.D. .. 
Bolton 

Bourne End 
Bournemouth District 
Bracknell oh 
Bradford ... 
Bradford-on 

Braintree 
Breconshire, County of... 
Brent Knoll 
Brentwood 
Bridlington ... 
Brierfield .....,.5+0 
ee 


PE>Z>d>>V>>d>d>d>d>>d>d>> alo ddodo oD yd ddd> 


> 
NNN 


>>>>>> 


istol 


‘. 
N 


Bromerove 
Brou 
Broughton (Cheshire) ...... 
Buc! ° 


> >>> 





KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
Grade Classification. Al 


Craftsmen .., 
Labourers ... 


3/83 


A2 A3 
3/8 3/74 
3/2s 3/2 





Town. 
Bungay 
Burnham-on-Crouch . 
Burnley 


Bury 

mony St. Edmunds. 
Buxton 

Byfleet 


Cambridge .... 
Cannock U.D.. 
Canterbury 
Cardiff 
Cardiganshire, County of $A2 
Carlisle 

Carmarthenshire,Cnty of {A2 
Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of a 
Carnforth 

Castleford 

Caterham 
Chapel-en-le-Frith 
Charmy Down 
Chatham & District .... 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. 
Chelmsford 
Cheltenham . 
Chepstow ... 

Chertsey .... 


Chésterfield M.B.. 
Chesterfield R.D. 
Chester-le-Street U.D. 
Chichester 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 
huish) .. 
Chorley 
Clacton 
Cleethorpes .. 
Clevedon 


2 >>d>Z2>>>>> 


>>>>>d 


> 
tv 


Clitheroe 
Coalville U.D. .... 
Cobham (Surrey). 
Colchester 

Colne 

Colwyn Bay 
Congleton ... 


eeeeee ESS 


Cornwal!, County of. 
Covesiry C.B.. .cccccses 
Cranbrook ... 
Cranleigh 

Crawley (Sussex) .. 
Crewe 

Cromer 
Crowborough 
Cuckfield 


Dalton-in-Furness 

Darlington District ... 

Darwen 

Deal 

Denbigh Town 

Desby CB. ...<. 

Devizes 

Devon, County of . 

Dewsbury 

Didcot 

Diss 

Doncaster C.B. . 

Dorking 

Dorset, County of (except- 
ing Poole, Swanage and 
Wimborne Al) 


Dovercourt 
Driffield U. 
Droitwich M.B 
Dudiey M.B. 
Dunstable 
Durham City .. 


Eastbourne 

E. Glam. & Mon. Val 
East Grinstead District... 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D 
Ebbw Vale & District 
Edenbridge 

Ely 

Epping ... 

Exeter ... 

Fakenham . 

Falmouth 

Fareham ... 


>> >d>d>>2>22 





Town. 
Felixstowe 
Filey U.D. ... 
Fleetwood 


Folkestone ... 


Gainsborough U.D. 
Gateshead 
Gillingham ( 

lossop 
Gloucester 


pr aaa 

Goole M.B.. 

Gosport 

Grantham M.B. 

Gravesend 

Great Yarmouth A 
Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A 
Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 
Guildford District A2 
Guilsborough 

Guiseley 

Halesowen M. pea 

Halifax 

Halstead... 

Haresfield ... 

Harlow .... 

Harpenden 

Harrogate 

Hartlepool 

Harwich 

Haslemere ... 

Hastings 

Hatfield (Herts.) ... 

Haywards Heath .. 

Hemel Hempstead ... 
Henley-on-Thames . 
Hereford 

Herefordshire, Cnty. of... 
Herne Ba 

Hertford 


Heysham 

High Wycombe .. 
Highworth 
Hinckley U.D. . 
Hitchin 
Hoddesdon . 
Horley 

Horsham 
Horwich 


Hull 

Hunstanton 
Huntingdon (Staffs) 
likley 

Ingatestone 
Ipswich 

Isle of Sheppey .. 
Isle of Thanet...,. 
Isle of Wight ... 
Jarrow M.B. 
Keighley 

Kendal 

Kenilworth U.D. 
Kettering M.B. ... 
Keynsham 
Kidderminster M.B. 
King’s Lynn 
Kingskerswell 
Kingsteignton 
Kirkham 
Knaresborough U.D. 
Knowle 


Bee>2>> 
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Leamington M. B. 
Leatherhead 
Leeds 

Leicester C.B. 
Leighton Buzzard 
Letchworth 
Lewes 

Lichfield M.B. . 
Lincoin C.B. .... 
Littlehampton 
Liverpool 
Liandudno ... 
Lianélly 

London 

Long Eaton 
Loughborough M.B. 
Louth M.B. 
Lowestoft 


Z>>>>> 





Town. 
Loxton 
Luton 
Lyneham (Devon) 
Macclesfield 
Maidenhead .... 
—— eo 
Maltb: 
Maldon (Essex) . 
Malvern U.D.. 
Manchester 
Manningtree .... 
Mansfield M. ~ 


Market Harborough U 
Maryport 

Matlock U.D. 
Melksham . 

Melton Constable 
Melton Mowbray U.D. 
Merthyr 
Middlesbrough 


Milford Haven .... 
Morecambe ...,..... 
Morley 

Mundesley ..... 
Nantwich ...... 
Nelson ... 
Newark-on-Trent R.D. 
Newbury 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Newcastle-under-Lyme 
New Forest District ... 
Newmarket 

Newport, Mon. .. 
Newport Pagnell . 
Newton Abbot 
Northallerton Dist. 
Northampton C.B... 


Norton Radstock . 
Norwich 
Nottingham C.B. .. 
Nuneaton M.B...... 
Oakham U.D 
Oldham . 

Ongar .. 
Ormskirk . 

Ossett and. Horbury 
Oxford 

Oxted 


Paignton 
Peterborough 


Pickering 

Plymouth 
Pontefract 
Pontypridd District 
Portishead 

Portland eee 
Portsmouth 

Port Talbot . 

Preston .... 


Radnorshire, County of 
Ramsgate 
Rayleigh .. 
Reading .... 
Redcar B. 
Redditch U.D. 
Redhill and Reigate .. 
Ripon 

Rochdale 
Rochester 
Rotherham .... 
Rugby M 

Saffron Walden 

St. Albans 

St. Helens 

St. 

Salisbury City 
Salisbury Plain 
Sawbridgeworth ... 
Saxmundham 
Scarborough 
Scunthorpe .... 
Selby 

Sevenoaks ... 
Sheerness ... 
Sheffield 

Shipley 
Shoeburyness 





(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


Town. 
Shoreham 
Shrewsbury MB. . 
Sittingbourne ..... 
Skegness U.D. .., 
Skipton U.D. 
oo. U.D. 


Smethwick C.B. 
Snettisham 
Somerset, County of . 
Southampton 
Southend-on-Sea Dis! 


Spalding U.D. 
Stafford M.B. 
Staines 


Stantonwick 





Stockton-on-Tees... 
Stoke-on-Trent C.B. 
Stoke Orchard 
Stourbridge M.B. 
Stourport U.D. .. 
Stowmarket 
Stratford-on-Avon me. oad 
Sunderland District ......... 
Sunningdale ............... F 
Sutton Coldfield M.B. . 
ffha: 





c 





Swinton U.D. ........ gees 
Fst M.B. 


Tewkesbury 
Thames Haven 

TROUIONG ccscsccossece 

Thorpe 

Thurrock v. D.C. Area’ 

» North of, to Billericay A 
Tilbury A 
Todmorden 
Tonbridge ..... 

Torquay ..... 
TOtNes nccocee 
Trowbridge sii 
Tunbridge Wells . 
Tynemouth C.B. ..... 
Uppingham (Salop) 
Uttoxeter U.D. .... 


Wakefield _...... 
Wallsend B. ... 
Walsall C.B. 
Walsden 
Walton-on-Naze 
Ware 
Warminster .. 
Warrington ... 
Warwick M.B. ... 
Wellington U.D. 
Wells (Norfolk) 











Westcliff-on-Sea 

Westerham 

Weston-super-Mare . 

Weybridge 

Weymouth . wid 

WE OF aaceccecccsicssnss 

Whitstable and District ... 

Wickford 

Widnes .... 

Wigan .... 

Wigton 

Willington 

Wilmslow 

Wilts, County of 

Winchester 

Windermere 

Windsor and Eton.. 
isbech 


Woking (District) . 
Wokingham 
Wolverhampton C.B. 
WOGGITEEED  cocccvcccccscccees 
Worcester C.B. - 
Workington 

Worksop M. 

Worthing ... 

Wrexham (inc! 

Wroughton 

Wylam ..... ie 

Wymondh 

York 





aoe Birkenhead, Lvepecl and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 104d. ;-Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :~Craftsmen, 3s. 10d. ; 


Labourers, 3s 


d. per working day. 


t This is the Coanty rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 


Nore.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 


2d. per day ; when employed on other building industry work, 
‘Women’s Rates.—In a! districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. 


other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 1006 


4d, per day. 


Women introduced to carry out work 
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ELECTRICITY. 


The Kuwait Town Power Station to the design 
of the Consulting Engineers, Ewbank & Partners, 
and Architects, Farmer & Dark, F/F.R.I.B.A. - 


was constructed by 


THE GULF ENGINEERING COMPANY (KUWAIT) LTD. 


ne part of the organisation of 


COSTAIN BUILDING & CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 


111, WESTMINSTER ‘BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON, S.E.1. WATERLOO 4977 
BRANCHES: MIDDLE EAST ° RHODESTA * NIG ERA *- CAAA CA 
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SPECIFY WITH CONFIDENCE 
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BUILDING BOARD, GENERAL 9) 
4  aeceae Sg nts tScerifn Seats 


ROYAL BOARD 


PRODUCED IN SWEDEN 


ftanding All Wood Fibre Hardboard 


Details from your usual Building Materials Supplier, or from the sole U.K. Agents 
SPENCER, Lock & Co., Lt. 


5 Laurence Pountney Hill, London, E.C.4 « Telephone MINcing Lane 2050 ( 14 lines) 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


City of London Basement Garages 


E City of London Reaj Property Co., 

Lid.. recently appealed to the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government against 
the refusal of the Common Council of the 
City of London, acting on behalf of the 
London County Council, to grant planning 
permission for the erection of a multi-storey 
office building at Nos. 9, 10 and 11, Billiter- 
square, and Nos. 12 and 13, Billiter-street, 
EC3, valess basement garage accommoda- 
tion was provided to hold about four cars. 
The site has a frontage of 140 ft. to Billiter- 
square and 60 ft. to Billiter-street. 

On behalf of the appellants it was stated 
that the issue raised by the appeal was 
whether it was reasonable to require garag- 
ing accommodation in the basement of the 
buildiig. The appellant company had 
originally proposed to provide for a garage 
in the basement to accommodate three cars, 
and fad received planning permission for 
that proposal in 1952, but they no longer 
regarved such provision to be necessary. 
It was pointed out that at one time there 
had been a proposal for a comprehensive 
scheme involving the appeal site and two 
other blocks. That scheme had not been 
proceeded with, but under it accommodation 
would have been provided for 45 cars. Now 
that the three buildings were being dealt 
with separately, the present requirements of 
the City Council in respect of the appeal 
site would mean that accommodation would 
be provided in the three buildings and on 
the widened Fenchurch-avenue for over 70 
cars. It was contended that this require- 
ment was not a reasonable one. 

As regards the appeal building itself, the 
objection raised by the appellants to the 
provision of car parking in the basement 
of the proposed building was that it would 
involve an additional cost of about £9,000; 
that there would be a loss of floor space 
involving a capital loss of £16,000; that 
there would be difficulties about getting cars 
in and out of the proposed garage; and 
that the provision of car parks in the base- 
ments of buildings was uneconomic. The 
proper solution, they considered, was a 
separate multi-storey garage. The appellants 
were in fact contemplating the erection of 
a multi-storey garage on a Site about a 
quarter of a mile away, and this multi- 
storey garage would not be an economic 
proposition if office buildings had their own 
car parks. The consultants who had pre- 
pared the plan for the City of London had 
recommended that in this part of the City 
car-parking should be provided by way of 
multi-storey garages. : 

It was stated on behalf of the prospective 
tenants of the building that they would not 
require accommodation for cars for their 
directors) or employees and that they 
expected .that their visitors would rarely 
arrive in private cars. 

It was stated on behalf of the City Cor- 
poration that they were faced with an 
increasingly serious traffic problem which 
required them to insist upon the provision 
of car-parking facilities within new buildings 
wherever it was practicable. Multi-storey 
garages would be a welcome contribution 
to the problem, but not in themselves a 
solution of it. The standard they had 
adopted was provision for one car for each 
5,000 sq.-ft. of floor space. In the present 
cass they had been prepared at one time 
to agree to the omission of car-parking 
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accommodation, but the London County 
Council had not agreed with them. 


THE MINISTER’S DECISION 


The Minister has carefully considered the 
facts of the case and the representations of 
the parties at the inquiry. He does not feel 
that he can properly look at this question 
in relation to any buildings other than the 
building which is the subject of this appeal; 
and he agrees with the view that while 
multi-storey garages would be a most wel- 
come contribution to the traffic problem, 
they could not, even when built, dispense 
with the need for making provision in other 
buildings. 

Coming now to the appeal building, the 
Minister cannot find any good reason why 
it should be exempted from the necessity 
of providing garage space. It was repre- 
sented that a provision for three to five cars 
would be unduly expensive; but it was not 
shown to the Minister’s satisfaction that it 
would be impracticable in a building of 
this size to make greater provision for cars. 
If this were done the cost per car might 
well be much more reasonable. 

The Minister does not propose to lay 
down rigidly the amount of provision which 
in his view should be made. The issue 


before him is whether the building should 
be allowed to be completed without any 
provision for cars at all, and this he has 
The appeal will 


decided not to allow. 
therefore be dismissed. 


Purley Saw-mill Proposal Refused 


AN appeal was recently made by Messrs. 

A. S. Lines (Saw-mills), Ltd., against 
Coulsdon and Purley Council’s refusal to 
grant them planning permission to operate 
a saw-mill on land adjoining Reedham rail- 
way station. They contended that there 
would be no noise or dust, and that the 
buildings would be hidden by the railway 
embankment. 

Local residents, on the other hand, 
objected on the grounds that a high-pitched 
whine would emanate from the mill, that it 
would cause additional traffic and would con- 
stitute a noisy eyesore. 

The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has now stated that he is in 
general agreement with the policy of the 
council. Residents, he says, were entitled to 
protection in an area of this kind, and if 
the saw-mill were permitted on the appeal 
site it would create the possibility of addi- 
tional traffic danger at the already dangerous 
road junction between the railway bridges. 
He has therefore dismissed the appeal. 


Guildford Housing Project: Refusal 
Upheld 


THE refusal of the Guildford Borough 

Council, acting on behalf of the Surrey 
County Council, to allow Mr. R. H. Turner 
to build 22 houses on 24 acres of his land 
at Beech Croft-drive, Guildford, has been 
upheld by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government on appeal. 

The Minister states that, having consulted 
the Ministry of Transport, he has decided 
that to allow building at the spot in question 
would impair the efficiency of the main 
trunk road in the area and would aggravate 
traffic risks. He adds that it would be 
undesirable, particularly as it would entail 
the loss of good agricultural land, if any 
serious addition were permitted to the exist- 
ing pocket of development in Beech Croft- 
drive, which is isolated and cut off from the 
main development area by the trunk road. 
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Industry in Croydon: Minister's 
Decision 


NE of. the grounds on which the 

Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment has dismissed the appeal of Mechanism, 
Ltd., aeronautical instrument makers, against 
the refusal of the Croydon Town Council to 
allow them to erect a light industrial build-* 
ing at No. 9, Dingwall-road, East Croydon, 
is that, apart from the undesirability of 
increasing the amount of industry in Croy- 
don, the proposed development should not 
be allowed in the central area of the 
borough, which has been allocated for busi- 
ness and shopping facilities under the Croy- 
don Development Plan. The proposed 
factory, he says, would not only almost 
double the amount of space taken by the 
appellants’ industry in the central area but 
would also add a new workshop on a fresh 
site to the number of. scattered industries 
already inappropriately sited in this con- 
gested area. 

The Minister recognises that the appel- 
lants are doing work of national importance, 
but considers it all the more desirable that, 
having reached a stage where reorganisation 
has become essential, they should move to 
an accepted industria] site rather than spread 
to a third site in an area in which the per- 
manent settlement of industry could not be 
contemplated. He has accordingly decided 
to dismiss the appeal. 


STEEL ERECTORS STRIKE 
Dispute Still Unsettled 


ME. JACK STANLEY, general secretary 
s of the Constructional Engineering 
Union, has stated in connection with the 
stee] rectors’ strike, that his executive 
would co-operate with a committee of 
investigation only if the men now on strike 
were not required to return to work first. 

It is understood that the Ministry of 
Labour offered to appoint such a committee 
if the 280 men on strike returned to work; 
otherwise the dispute might be referred to 
the Industrial Disputes Tribunal for arbitra- 
tion. 

Mr. Stanley said that if the dispute went 
to the tribunal his union would not appear 
at its hearings. The employers, he said, had 
refused to consider the union’s wage claim 
on its merits before they rejected it. To 
refer the claim to arbitration_in these circum- 
stances would “make a mockery” of the 
negotiating machinery and procedure. 


THE EMPLOYERS’ VIEW 


A spokesman of the National Federation 
of the Engineering and Allied Employers 
told a representative of The Builder that 
a natural prerequisite of a committee of 
investigation is that normal work should be 
resumed while the dispute is being con- 
sidered. If the Union agrees to respect the 
findings of an investigating committee the 
employers would be prepared to give a 
similar undertaking. 

Full consideration, he said, was given to 
the Union’s claim before it was rejected. 

In connection -with Mr. Stanley’s statement 
that to refer the claim to arbitration would 
“make a mockery” of the negotiating 
machinery, the spokesman said that if the 
Union were so convinced that they had a 
strong case to put forward, it was surprising 
that they were unwilling to submit it to 
impartial investigation by the Industrial 
Disputes Tribunal. 


H 





NEWS IN BRIEF 


LCC FIRE ESCAPE CODE 

The London County Council’s Code of 
Practice on Means of Escape in Case of 
Fire (publication No. 3868, price 6d.) has 
been revised, Copies from County Hall, SE1, 
or Staples Press, Ltd., Mandeville-place, W1. 


EJMA PRESIDENCY 


The annual general meeting of the Eng- 
lish Joinery Manufacturers’ Association (In- 
corporated), Sackville House, 40, Piccadilly, 
W1, was held on November 25 at the May 
Fair Hotel, London, when Mr, S. R. Sharp, 
JP (of Sharp Bros, & Knight, Ltd., Burton- 
on-Trent) was elected president. 


ROAD LABORATORY 


Tests carried out at a laboratory at 
Gnosall highways depot, near Stafford, will 
help Staffordshire County Council to make 
the best use of the limited funds available 
for road construction and maintenance work. 
The new laboratory is a branch of the 
county roads and bridges department and 
tests are being carried out on soils and road 
foundations, concrete, bitumens and tars, 
bricks, pipes and other items. New 
methods of construction will also be tested 
before being applied to the county’s road 
schemes. Materials supplied by contractors 
for use on work they are carrying out for 
the county council will be tested to see that 
they comply with agreed specifications. 


PLUMBING AWARDS 


In view of the large number of highly 
qualified applicants last year, the Plumbing 
Trades National Apprenticeship Council 
decided to increase the number of Material 
Producers’ Awards from four to six as 
follows: Area No. 1, R. G. Impey (London) 
and A. H. Green (Bath); Area No. 2, R. 
Holden (Bolton); Area No. 3, I. E. Stretton 
(Nottingham) and R. Russell (Nottingham); 
Area No. 4, W. D. Crow (Aberdour, Fife- 
shire). Applicants for the 1955 Awards must 
be under the age of 26, who have served or 
are still serving a plumbing apprenticeship. 
Special consideration will be given regard- 
ing age limit to apprentices who have served 
in HM Forces. Applicants, who must have 
passed the Final City and Guilds’ examina- 
tion in plumbing, or its equivalent, should 
write to the Secretary, PTNAC, 15, Abbe- 
ville-road, Clapham, SW4, before January 1, 
1955. No fees are required, 


GUILD OF BUILDING 


A Guild of Building is to be formed in 
the Scunthorpe area to ensure that up-to- 
date information on building practices is 
available to members of the industry locally. 
Forty representatives of building firms and 
others, deciding on this course, agreed to 
meet again for the election of officers. The 
proposal to form a Scunthorpe guild 
was put forward by the deputy borough sur- 
veyor, Mr. E. P. McBretney, and seconded 
by Mr. S. G. Everett, for the Scunthorpe 
Building Trades Employers’ Association. 


VISIT TO AMERICA 


Mr. H. E. Peirce, chairman of the Ballast 
Sand and Allied Trades Association, is to 
fly to America on January 3 to meet 
American sand and gravel producers. He 
will address the annual convention of the 
National Sand and Gravel Association of 
America in Miami on “How Britain 
answers the problem of public interest in the 
industry.” 
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THIS WALL FEATURE is one of two 
designs by $. M. Barnicot, MSIA, entered 
by Falk, Stadelmann and Co., Ltd., 91, 
Farringdon-rd., EC1, in a recent inter- 
national design competition for modern 
lighting fittings. Roth entries were among 
the 21 fittings from nine countries to reach 
the final judging, out of a total of 463 entries. 
The design illustrated is 4 ft. high, and is 
made in polished and satin finished brass. 





PERSONAL 


Mr. DonaLD FRASER has resigned his post as 
managing director of the Troy Group of Companies 
and has joined the Unit Construction Co., Ltd., 
34, St. James’s-st.. SWI. as projects manager. 

Mr. H. W. M. Kina, JP, MBE, has been elected 
vice-chairman of Geo. W. King, Ltd. 

Mr. D. W. Woop, BA, brother of the managing 
director, has joined the staff of Concrete, Lid. He 
is a member of the Institution of Production En- 
gineers. 











ACCOUNTING & COSTING 
SYSTEMS FOR SMALL & 
MEDIUM-SIZED BUILDERS 


Prepared by: 
The National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers 
London, W.1 


PRICE 5/- (by post 5/6) 


Published by: 
The Builder Ltd., Builder House, 
Catherine St., Aldwych, W.C.2 


TEMPLE BAR 6251 (6 lines) 











December 17 1954 


TRADE NEWS 


BUILDING CENTRE CONFERENCE 


Mr. Edward Mills, FRIBA, will intro. 
duce a “ colloquium ” on “ Dry Constructiog 
in Miulti-Storey Buildings, Walls ang 
Floors” at the Building Centre, London, oy 
January 10, sponsored by the Cape Asbesto, 
Company, Ltd., 114, Park-street, Wl. Mr, 
Peter Trench, managing director, Bovis, Ltd, 
will be in the chair. The Building Research 
Station has been invited to take part. 


KITCHEN CANOPIES 


The condensation of greasy moisture op 
kitchen walls, and the presence of steam, 
fumes and cooking smells, is inderstcod to 
be eliminated by the “ Air-Flow” kitchen 
canopy being marketed by Fenton Byrne & 
Co., Ltd., Airflow Works, Berrylands-road, 
Surbiton, Surrey. Fitted above the cooker, 
the canopy is constructed of 20-gauge steel 
and is rust-proofed and finished in stove 
enamelled cream (other colours being 
supplied to order). An electric fan is in- 
stalled in the wall beneath it, which has a 
35 watts consumption, removing 300 cu. ft. 
of air per minute. The canopy is available 
in larger sizes for industrial canteens, |iotels 
and catering establishments. 


NEW CHAIRMAN 


The new chairman of the Natural Asphalte 
Mine-Owners and Manufacturers Council, 
consequent upon the sudden death of Mr. 
F. Malcolm Bond, is Mr. Charles Argent, 
managing director’ of Val de _ Travers 
Asphalte, Ltd. 


THE LATE MR. H. O. MARRIS 

The death occurred on November 27 
of Mr. H. O. Marris, managing director of 
Kingsmill Metal Co., Ltd., Losetta Works, 
Strand on the Green, W4. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 


The new premises of J. A. Hewetson and 
Co., Ltd., are situated at Marfleet-lane, 
Marfleet, Hull (Tel.: Hull 13880). 

The head office ef Norman Sinclair, Ltd. 
is now at Denmark House, Denmark-road, 
Ealing, W13 (Tel.: Ealing 7072). 

The new address of Tyrol Sales, Ltd., is 
54 Park-lane. Croydon, Surrey. 

British Insulated Callender’s Construction 
Co., Ltd., announce that their Middlesbrough 
District Office is now at 55-57, Borough- 
road (Tel.: 43644). 


LBFA 
Election of Officers 


THE annual general meeting of the 
London Builders’ Foremen’s Association was 
held at the Memorial Hall, Farringdon- 
street, EC, on December 8. The following 
were elected as Officers and Committee for 
1955:— 

President: J. Mellor; Vice-President: C. F. 
Hall; Treasurer: E. J. Webb; Secretary: A. 
Wright; Trustees: A. T. Bint and C. E. 
Pocock; Auditors: W. Trickey .and H. 
Hamman. 

The Management Committee are: Messrs. 
G. L. Adams, F. J. Beach-Barnard, J. Bexley, 


D. L. Collins, F. A. Dryland, R. T. Hood,’ 


S. W. Franklin, N. Lawson, R. W. Mercer, 
W. S. Oliver, H. T. Piesse, C. W. Reed. A. G. 
Rushworth, S. G. Stone, W. R. Taylor, 
G. T. B. Winstanley and A. Woolford. 

The Editor: W. R. Taylor; Assistant 
Editor: R. T. Hood. 
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A be Meet Timothy Percival Augustus, drawing rude horses on the wall, because he’s too hot to sleep, 
—< because there’s no roof insulation to keep the house cool, 

owing , ec Tr 

ee for because the architect didn’t know, didn’t care, or forgot to... * 
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House-warming, fuel-saving in winter, cool-keeping in summer, peace 
and quiet-making all the year round — that’s Fibreglass .. . rot-proof, 


everlasting, inexpensive, easily-installed Fibreglass insulation. 


sistant 
FIBREGLASS LIMITED, RAVENHEAD, ST. HELENS, LANCS. (ST. HELENS 4224) FACTORIES AT ST. HELENS, LANCS. AND POSSILPARK, GLASGOW 
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Does the cistern you specify have 

a ‘Kingfisher’ syphon mechanism ? 
It’s a matter well worth looking 
into. The ‘Kingfisher’ is made of 
polythene—non-corroding, rustless, 
non-ageing. It flushes first time, 
every time, in discreet silence. 


There is a ‘ Kingfisher’ 

Fd syphon mechanism (patent 
pending) for every size and 
make of flat-bottom cistern. 
Stocks available for 
immediate delivery. See it at 

. The Building Centre, London. 
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DETAILS OF ALL SHIRES PRODUCTS FROM— 

Division D, Shires & Co. (London) Ltd., 
Greenbottom Works, Guiseley, Yorks. 

(Factories also at London and Stoke) 

Shires Ureland) Ltd., Stannaway Drive, Crumlin, Dublin 
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The natural, rich colour tone of Masonite tempered Presdwood 
blends harmoniously with most styles of interior decoration, as 
shown in the above illustration. 

Masonite Presdwood is ideal for 
all types of interior work, being 
a perfect base for every type of 
finish including sandblasting with 
intricate designs, 


Registered Trade Mork 


MADE IN SWEDEN 
Masonite Presdwood was one of the first and is still 
the foremost sheet hardboard. It is firmly established 
and has been used and proved for 25 years. 
Obtainable from all leading Timber and Builders’ 
merchants, or, in case of difficulty, write to us. 


Ideal surfaces for interior decoration are also provided by Masonite 
Enamelled Presdwood and Masonite Tempered Plastic, full details 
of which will gladly be sent upon request. 


MASONITE LTD., Bevis MARKS HOUSE, BEVIS MARKS, LONDON, E.C.3 
Telephone: Avenue 2846 Telegrams: Etinosam, Fen, London 




















Complete Electrical installations 
and maintenance for 
FACTORIES, WORKS and OFFICES 





Stainless or Ceramic Enamelled 


STEEL and CAST BRONZE 


LETTERS 
for SHOP-FRONTS, SIGNS & VANS 
Engraved Plates 


in BRASS or BRONZE 


HASE | )RODUCTS 


Cigiqecring) LID 


27 PACKINGTON RD., SOUTH ACTON, W.3 
Acorn | 153-4 and at Leeds. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


(From Our Own Correspondents] 


Canada.—Plans are being prepared for the 
Dominion Government’s Department of 
Trausport, Ottawa, for additional develop- 
ment for the main airport costing $20m. 
The entire project is scheduled for comple- 
tion by 1964. . A large hotel is to be 
bui't in Ottawa by the Wittington Realty 
Construction Co. at an estimated cost of 
$2m. . . . Ottawa University also has plans 
for a new faculty building on Walker-street. 
Plans are now being discussed, and the 
figu'e estimated is around $1m. . The 
Dominion Government’s Department of 
Public Works has announced that a post 
office and department offices are to be 
erccted in Ottawa costing $l4m.... A 
30U-bed nursing-home is being designed for 
the Provincial Government of Regina costing 
$7. ... In Montreal construction of a 
commercial centre and hotel on Atwater 
Park-street is being discussed by building 
officials. Sponsors of this scheme are an 
Aoclo- American-Canadian group. They 
expect to spend about $23m. on the project. 

rhe Minister of Public Works has issued 
a statement showing that contracts for build- 
ing work are increasing. In September, for 
example, $5,225,538 worth of contracts were 
awarded by the. department. Over $4m. 
was for new works. In Namao, Alberta, 
defence construction takes up a major part 
of the province’s building work. A contract 
worth $1m. has just been awarded to Bennett 
and White, of Edmonton, for the construc- 
tion of mess headquarters, officers’ quarters 
and officers’ mess. . .. Plans are being pre- 
pared for the University of Manitoba for 
the building of the new science service 
laboratory. The architects are Messrs. 
Moody and Moore, of Winnipeg. 


Hong Kong.—The Hong Kong Housing 
Society, of Old Urban Council Building, 
Statue-square, Hong Kong, is to erect four 
blocks containing 592 flats, with accommo- 


dation for 3,550 people. The blocks will 
be ten storeys high. Site preparation is to 
begin in January and the first two blocks 
are to be completed by the end of 1955. 
The architect is Mr. T. S. C. Feltham, 
ARIBA, 198 The Peak, Hong Kong. . 
Plans for the erection of a ten-storey build- 
ing to cost $2,300,000 were revealed at a 
recent Tenancy Tribunal meeting. The 
building is to be at the corner of Nathan- 
road and Fife-street. Messrs. Shaw and 
Sons, 302, Princess Theatre Building, were 
the applicants at the hearing. They are said 
to be cinema operators, who, if business 
conditions warrant, might wish to redesign 
the intended premises and build a large 
cinema. The plans, which are said to have 
been approved by the Public Works Dept., 
include a basement, ground floor with 
arcades, first and second floor offices and the 
remaining floors for flats. 


Portugal.—Tenders have been invited by 
the Port of Lisbon Authority for the con- 
struction of a reinforced concrete jetty at 
Cabo Ruivo, at the eastern end of Lisbon. 
The jetty is to be used for the berthing and 
lischarging of oil tankers of up to 40,000 
tons displacement. . The rail and road 
link between the north and south banks of 
the Tagus depends now on the findings of 
the French firm Compagnie Générale 
Géophysique, who have been at work on 
ihe geological survey of the strata under- 
lying the river bed between Black Horse- 
square and the Tower of Belém. 
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PHOTOCOPYING TENDER 
DOCUMENTS 


* Following requests from a number of 
trade organisations and manufacturers for 
the supply of photocopies of tender docu- 
ments, arrangements have been made 
whereby UK exporters can now purchase 
from Export Services Branch, Board of 
Trade, at a standard charge of Is. a page, 
a photocopy of documents which are suit- 
able for reproduction. 

As hitherto, the original tender documents 
will be available for inspection and a copy 
will be lent to interested firms in strict order 
of-application. The photocopying service 
has been introduced to meet the needs of 
manufacturers who find it essential to have 
their own set of documents. The photo- 
copy documents will be supplied as speci- 
mens only. They cannot be used for the 
submission of tenders. 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, 
Ext. 738 or 771, quoting ref. ESB/8200/54. 


BRIDGE AT NEW ORLEANS 


* The Mississippi River Bridge Authority, 
USA, will shortly be inviting tenders for the 
construction of four piers for the new river 
bridge at New Orleans at an estimated cost 
of $12m. The closing date for the receipt 
of tenders will be January 18, 1955. 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, 
Ext. 738 or 771, quoting ref. ESB/28209/ 54. 


BUILDING SUPPLIES 


* Mr. Ian B. McIntyre, proprietor of Alan 
Frank Agencies, Electrical House, Loop 
and Waterkant-street, Cape Town, South 
Africa, is visiting this country shortly and 
whilst he is here he would like to get in 
touch with UK manufacturers of the follow- 
ing items for the purpose of obtaining new 
agencies: ceramic wall tiles; plumbers brass 
foundry; earthenware sanitaryware; flushing 
valves; high-level cisterns; hard and soft 
boards; roofing felts; shower roses; window 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 


BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HGW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new 11th edition has been brought up to 
date to September, 1950, with tables giving 
cost increases for materials and labour for 
1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. Over 680 
illustrations. 21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 


DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
“*...This has become a standard volume cover- 
ing in a concise and compact measure the 
whole subject.""— The Engineer. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 


FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated form, 
the methods of the valuation and measurement 
of building and engineering work. 700 pp. 
Many diagrams. 30s. net (by post 31s.) 


THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 
“The success of the book depends not merely 
on the author's obvious mastery of his subject 
. but even more on his uncommon gift of 
lucid explanation.” — The Architect's Journal. 

18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 


B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 
15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 
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furniture (handles, stays, etc.); and floor 
tiles. 

Mr. McIntyre is leaving Cape Town by 
sea today, December 17, and will be in the 
UK until approximately February 10. Firms 
interested in meeting him during his visit 
here should notify the Export Services 
Branch, Board of Trade. 

‘felephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, 
Ext. 776, quoting ref. ESB/27739/54. 


RIVER VOLTA BRIDGE 


The Government of the Gold Coast have 
accepted the tender of Dorman Long (Bridge 
and Engineering), Ltd., for a single-span 
steel bridge and approaches across the River 
Volta at a cost of approximately £750,000. 

Situated at Adomi, 24 miles north of 
Senchi, the bridge will carry two lanes of 
traffic on a 22 ft. wide roadway. It will 
have short reinforced concrete approaches 
and about 54 miles of new approach roads 
which are included in the contract. The 
main arch span will be 805 ft. long and 
38 ft. wide. The arch ribs_will be made of 
high tensile steel and will have a rise of 
approximately 173 ft. 

The total weight of steel involved in the 
contract is approximately 1,200 tons and the 
bridge will be completed, ready for traffic, 
during the early part of 1956. The con- 
sulting engineers are Sir William Halcrow 
and Partners, and Freeman, Fox and 
Partners, both of London. 


CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL FAIR 


*The 8th Canadian International Trade 
Fair, sponsored by the Canadian Govern- 
ment, will be held in Toronto from May 30 
to June 10, next year. 

The fair caters for capital goods, and a 
variety of consumer goods. Of all sections 
engineering and machine tools will be by far 
the largest. Continuing its policy of develop- 
ing new trade sections, next year’s fair will 
include a comprehensive welding and metals 
section for the first time. The new section 
will be organised in co-operation with the 
Canadian Welding Society, and exhibits will 
include a wide variety of equipment in this 
field. 

UK firms are reminded again that the 
CITF is the only regular international trade 
fair held in North America at the present 
time, and it possesses a unique. opportunity 
for them to present their goods to both 
Canadian and US buyers. A sign of the 
value of this fair is the emphasis placed 
upon it by large numbers of firms in other 
European countries. 

UK firms interested in showing their pro- 
ducts at the CITF, can either ask their agents 
to write direct to the organisers, The 
Administrator, Canadian International Trade 
Fair, Exhibition Park, Toronto 2 B, Ontario, 
or can themselves write to the London repre- 
sentative, Mr. W. G. Pybus, Canadian 
Government Exhibition Commission, Canada 
House, Trafalgar-square, SWI. (Tel.: 
Whitehall 8701.) 

The Board of Trade Commodities and 
General Department will install an official 
stand at the fair and UK firms exhibiting in © 
the commercial sections of the fair are in- 
vited to make contact with the staff on the 
official stand, who will be glad to offer all 
possible assistance. 

The Exhibitions and Fairs Branch of the 
Board of Trade, Lacon House, Theobalds- 
road, WC1 (Tel.: Chancery 4411, Ext. 436), 
will be pleased to answer inquiries about this 
notice and has available descriptive litera- 
ture about the CITF to send to interested 
inquirers. 
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Scottish-English Liaison 


THE need for liaison between the build- 

ing industry in Scotland and England 
was the theme of the speech which Mr. 
G. W. Grosvenor, president of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
made to the Scottish employers at the annual 
gathering in Glasgow on December 9 of the 
Scottish National Building Trades Federa- 
tion (Employers). Mr. James Leggat, Scot- 
tish president, was in the chair. 

Referring to the friendship which already 
existed, he said that at present it was 
achieved by personal presidential contact 
and by the fact that both bodies were blessed 
with genial and efficient-directors who would 
he hoped continue to serve for a very long 
time to come. The setting up of some more 
permanent form of liaison had been mooted 
and he would subscribe to that view. He 
knew that conditions differed, but the basic 
problems were the same and since the 
solving of these problems in the two bodies 
might take the same form; he thought 
advantage would derive from close co-opera- 
tion, both in dealing with governmental 
bodies and with the trade unions. 

They had also to keep an eye on direct 
labour schemes. They did not mind letting 
anyone have a go, but the acid test of any 
direct labour organisation must be its ability 
to compete with a high standard of work 
and at the lowest possible cost. It was 
essential that direct labour departments 
must tender in competition with contractors 
and only receive a contract if their tender 
was as low as that of any other good con- 
tractor. That sound advice must be got 
home to municipalities and to the public; 
the industry must give all publicity to every- 
thing which was not in the sphere of pro- 
perly organised competition. 


Edinburgh City Centre 


An Edinburgh architect, Mr. Stuart B. 
Matthew, ARIBA, ARIAS, and Mr. D. 
Drummond Young, director of an Edin- 
burgh firm which removed some years ago 
from Princes-street because of the acquisi- 
tion of their premises by a multiple con- 
cern, have been associated in the drafting of 
an official proposal for the redevelopment 
of the Princes-street/George-street area of 
Edinburgh. The suggested plan would pro- 
vide new parking squares for over 500 
vehicles. 

The proposal envisages a unified develop- 
ment of the area as a coherent shopping 
centre, provided with proper parking 
facilities and with easy pedestrian intercom- 
munication. While the proposed develop- 
ment depends only to a small extent on any 
rebuilding of existing frontages in George- 
street and Princes-street, its effect would be 
to provide considerable commercial expan- 
sion within this prescribed area. 


Princes-street Development 


PRELIMINARY steps towards the formula- 
tion of principles which will govern future 
developments in Princes-street, Edinburgh, 
were discussed recently at St. Andrew’s 
House between the Earl of Home, Minister 
of State for Scottish Affairs, and the Lord 
Provost, Mr. John G. Banks, who was 
accompanied by the town clerk, Sir John 
Storrar, and the city planning officer, Mr. 
T. T. Hewitson. 

A report is to be submitted to the Lord 
Provost’s Committee of the town council. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDER 


Cumbernauld Dispute 


THE statement by the Secretary of State 
for Scotland, Mr. James Stuart, regarding 
the disagreement with Glasgow Corporation 
over the financing of the proposed new town 
at Cumbernauld, was commented upon 
recently by COUNCILLOR ANDREW Hoop, 
leader of the Labour majority in the 
Corporation. 

He said: “We will make a considered 
reply to the statement issued by the Secre- 
tary of State when we meet Glasgow MPs 
at the House of Commons on December 16. 
In the meantime, however, it should be very 
clearly restated that, under the New Towns 
Act, which is the only Act applicable to 
Scotland, there is no provision for applying 
any of the proposals made by the Secretary 
of State with regard to the financial arrange- 
ments relative to Cumbernauld.” 

In his statement the Secretary of State 
said the Government could not assume sole 
responsibility for the housing of Glasgow 
citizens. Cumbernauld would in fact, be 
unworkable if they did. 


New Factory for Paisley 


A NEW FACTORY to absorb 500 tons weekly 
of the waste products of Braehead power 
station at Renfrew was approved recently by 
Renfrew County Council. 

The factory will be built by Melcrete 
(Scotland), Ltd., of Glasgow, and is expected 
to be in production in three months. It will 
use a type of waste known as “ pulverised 
fuel grit,” or “ pulverised ash,” for making 
building blocks about 18 in. long. It is ex- 
pected that about 1,000,000 blocks will be 
produced in the first year. Expansion of the 
outbuildings is expected later as there is 
available about 1,600 tons of the material 
each week. 


Aberdeenshire Development Site 


THE possible use for industrial develop- 
ment of a 200 acre site at Kirkton of Slains, 
near Newburgh, Aberdeenshire, was raised 
in a letter from the Department of Health 
for Scotland, which was considered by 
Aberdeenshire Planning Committee, recently. 
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VENEERED BOARD 


The robust structural 
material for all types 
of fabrication. 


“HANDY PANELS 


For renovating existing 
tables and counters. 


PLASTICS 

are made for the job in 
a full range of patterns. 
Write for your copy of: 


“Installing Warerite 
Laminated  Plastics’’. 





WARERITE LIMITED WARE - HERTS 


WAS 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FFOLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 

Joint Council as from May 24, 1954, 

They apply to the whole of Scotland, 

including the islands of Orkney, 

Shetland, etc. 

Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d 


For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of 
Craftsman’s rate. 


For week o} 
~ hours. 

d. 

3 


Year. 
Ist a we ne 4i 


123 


For deine on the rates are: 
Operatives on craft  ‘ipcmamad - end of s. d. 
probationary period) 3 3+ 


Operatives on labouring operations (a 
end of probationary period) 











The department, who sought the observa- 
tions of the committee, said they were at 
present obtaining the views of other govern- 
ment departments on the suitability for 
possible future development by firms with 
water and effluent problems of a number of 
sites in Scotland. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Argyllshire—CC has plans in hand for new Pro- 
testant school at an Ashfield site. The architect is 
William R. Tocher (F) and the quantity surveyor 
B. Brydon Macfarlane-Johnstone, County Offices, 
Cowal Totebtides. , Alexandria-par., Dunoon. 

Auckinleck.—Plans in hand for the coal industry 
social welfare organisation’s new community centre 
to be erected by Ayrshire CC. Their architect is 
Robert G. Lindsay (A), County Offices, Wellington- 
sq., The Sandgate, Ayr. 

Blantyre.—Extensions, etc., to St. Joseph’s Catholic 
school. Architect is William R. Watt (F), Education 
Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Blantyre.—Plans prepared by their architects for 
extensions, etc., to factory at Blamtyre industrial 
estate by the ‘Scottish Industrial Estates, Ltd., 
Woodside-cres., Woodlands-rd., Glasgow. 

Blantyre.—Scottish Industrial Estates, Ltd., are to 
build an extension to the Blantyre industrial estate fac- 
tory occupied by Simplicity Patterns, Ltd. An addi- 
tional 18,000 sq. ft. will be provided. 

East Kilbride.—New workshops, also conveniences, 
etc., to be erected at the 6th development (site E), 
Westwood. The architect is Frank Scott (L), 
Torrence House, East Kilbride. ; 

Glasgow.—Additions and alterations at 152-160, 
Woodlands-rd., Charing Cross, for Andrew Ross & 
Trustees, Eaglesham-rd., Clarkston. The architects 
are Weddle & Thomson (F&A), 216, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for John- 
stone of Skelmerlie, Ayrshire, for alterations and 
additions at Albert-dr., Shields-rd., Pollockshields. 
The architect is Frank Petrie (F), Library-bldgs., 
Wallace-sq., Greenock. 

Glasgow. ”_Plans prepared and approved for David 
Sandsman & Son, Ltd., Miller-st., for alterations and 
additions at West George-st. "The architects are 
Honeyman, Jack & Robertson (F&A), 195, Bath-st., 
Glasgow. . 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects for 
new showrooms, etc., at 11, Old Shettleston-rd. have 
been approved for John Milne & Son, Ltd., Old 
Shettleston-rd., Parkhead, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects for 
additions and alterations at 1049, Maryhill-rd. and 
Avenuepark-st. for Bank of Scotland, Ltd., St. 
Andrew’s-sq., Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—The Western Reg. Hosp. Bd., Glasgow, 
is to construct an extension to the pathology depart- 
ment at Glasgow Royal Infirmary at a cost of approxi- 
mately £50,000. 

Greenock.—Grandstand 
craig Park, Inverkip-rd. 


is proposed at Ravens- 
It is to be of reinforced 
concrete with a cantilever roof, est. to cost £21,000. 

Lanarkshire.—New scheme of shops, etc., proposed 
at the Edolewood site, Hamilton. The architect is 
— H. Macmillan, 52, Clydesford-rd., Cambus- 
ang. 

Lenzie.—Police station and houses are planned by 
Samuel MacColl (A), Housing Offices, County-bldgs., 
Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

New Stevenson.—Plans prepared and approved for 
Buchan Enterprises, Ltd., 32, Melville-st., for addi- 
tions, alterations and balcony to their Lanarkshire 
cinema. The architect is Robert Milligan, 3, 
Summerhill-ave., Larkhall. 

St. Andrews.—St. Andrews University have prepared. 
plans for the replacement of the existing UCD build- 
ings on Perth-rd. The new buildings are to include 
a college library, new hall, new offices and other uni- 
versity accommodation. 
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provincial factories by selected Licensees, ensures easy ~and personal 


Manufactured in London by The Rapid Floor Company Ltd., and in 
attention to your requirements. 


THE RAPID FLOOR COMPANY LTD 


AFRICA HOUSE - KINGSWAY - LONDON - W.C.2. —Tel.: HOLborn 3274-5 


LICENSEES: 
% Rapid Floors (Wessex) Limited, 17, George. Street, Bath (West of England) *Phone: Bath 3534 
% John Ellis & Sons Limited, 21, New Walk, Leicester (North Midlands) "Phone: Leicester 56682 
% Kingston Concrete Products Limited, Ryde Avenue, Hull (North of England) "Phone: Central 8414 (Pt. Bch. Exch.) 
%* Price & Company (Glasgow) Limited, Inchinnan Road, Renfrew (Scotland) "Phone: Renfrew 2242/3 
3% Woolaway Constructions Limited, Lanelay Works, Pontyclun, Glamorgan (S. Wales) "Phone: Pontyclun 356 


% Tarmac Limited, Vinculum Department, Ettingshall, Wolverhampton (West Midlands, also Sussex and Hants) 
"Phone: Bilston 41101 and at Littlehampton 
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Quick, Accurate, 
Foolproof! 


- 


~COWLEY ~~. 
Automatic [EYEE 


gives you accurate levelling in a matter of seconds over distances from 6" to 150', 
with an accuracy of 3" at 100’. Simple, robust and compact, the Cowley Level 


will go anywhere, needs no setting-up or skilled 
operation, and will take any amount of hard usage. 


Ask your supplier for a demonstration, or complete Please forwardliterature [| ey b -neeropanntor - 


“ Tenders 
i] 
the attached coupon. Send me address of nearest stockist ae 
i 
| 
2! 
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* | Essex 


rT as 
COWLEY LEVEL DEPT. cowuty t wn oon HILOER S UATtS Urb» 48 Addington $q., London, $.£.5 


lete with 
1 6 me HILGER & WATTS LTD. 
and target. 48 Addington Sq., London. S.E.5 ADDRESS 

















PRECAST HOLLOW STRUCTURAL _STEELWORK 


BEAMS FOR 
FLOORS & 


Great Strensth, 


ALWAYS LWAYS SPECIFY. Made from best Portland Cement and Granite 
Aggregate from our own quarry, these Croft 
Adamant Beams have great strength and are 


ADAMANT, easily erected. Enquiries invited. 


4 ., & CO. LFD. 
Qu. I ck Cas Y er ection. 230, Upper Thames Street ° London ° E.C.4 


EST. 1835 


CROFT GRANITE, BRICK & CONCRETE CO. LTD., Telephone: CENtral 4381-2-3 
CROFT, Nr. Leicester Phone: Narborough 2261-28 
London: 7 Victoria St., Westminster, S.W.1 ALSO AT COLNBROOK LIVERPOOL & GLASGOW 
Phone: ABBey 4802 ee ee CO a 
Branch Office and Works: 
West Bank, Widnes. Widnes 2656-7 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
foun! in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are <ivertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dazger (ft) denotes closing date for applications; the 
nam. and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


DECEMBER 20. 
*‘South Essex Crematorium Jt. Com.—Crema- 
torium, Ockendon-rd., Upminster. Act. Clerk of Jt. 
Com Dep. £10 10s. 


DECEMBER 21. 
‘Plymouth CC.—Hose-drying 
City A. Dep. £3 3s. 


DECEMBER 22. 
**Chester-le-Street RDC.—17 houses and garages, 
Pelton, and 28 bungalows, Sacriston. F. Bowman 
(A), Estate Office, Great North-rd., Birtley, Co. 
Dur:am. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by January 23. 


DECEMBER 24. 
*;West Sussex CC.—Alterations, etc., 
Graramar Sch. County A, Chichester. 


DECEMBER 28. 

*:East Suffolk CC.—Police house, Foxhall. E. J. 
Symcox (F), County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by January 18. 

DECEMBER 29. 

*( Essex CC.—New building and alterations, Leyton 
Cty. High Sch. for Girls; and rebuilding work at 
Cain Hall-rd. prim. sch. BE&S. 

*|South-Western Reg. Hosp. 
laburatory, Southmead Hospital, 

Bg Atlas Assurance-bldg., Bristol, 1. 


DECEMBER 30. 
Hants CC.—Courthouse, police station, offices, 
etc.. and two houses, Gosport. County A, Winches- 
er 


and drill tower. 


Midhurst 


Brd.—Pathological 
Bristol. B. Ivor 
Dep. 


Lincoln CC (Parts of Kesteven). — Concreting, 
bricklaying and plumbing, prim. sch., North Hyke- 


ham. County A . 
DECEMBER 31. 
*{ a Sas EC.—Thames View ‘County Inf. Sch. 
Boi 0 
fRarking BC.—Block of three shops and six flats 
ovi gn ty /North-st. redevelopment. Boro’ A. 
*tBrierley Hill UDC.—Civil buildings. J. R. Moore 
{A Aschianet and Housing Director. Dep. £5 5s. 
*Norfolk EC.—Secondary modern school, Faken- 
ham. F. Lincoln Ralphs, Chief Ed. Officer, Stracey- 
rd.. Norwich. 
*tWandsworth BC.—(a) 22 houses at Partinscale-rd., 
Putney; (b) three-storey block of six flats at Fairfield- 
st.. Wandsworth. TC. 


JANUARY 1. 

“tEssex CC.—Classrooms at Ardleigh 
Further Education Centre, Hornchurch. H. 
<F). County Architect, Chelmsford. 

"+ Essex CC.—Improvements to sanitary accommo- 
dation at three schools and adaptation of dining hall 
at one school. H. Conolly (F), County Architect, 
Chelmsford. 

tEssex CC.—Erection of Canvey Island Cty. Sec. 
Sch. H. Conolly (F), County A, Chelmsford. 

Min -on-Thames UDC.—104 dwellings, Upper 
illiford nnied. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


i, iuary 18. 
JANUARY 6. 
“Wantage UDC.—Conveniences. S. 


JANUARY 8. 
*tEssex CC.—Health Clinic, St. Mary’s-la., Up- 
minster. County A, Chelmsford. 
*Havant and Waterloo UDC.—Pavilion, Hayling 
Pork, Hayling Island. E&S. Dep Is. 
*tStoke-on-Trent ei €.~latenslenn, ‘North Staffs 
Technical College. J. Piggott (F), City A, Kings- 
way-chbrs., Kingsway. wean: by March 8, 


JANUARY 10. 

“tBeds EC.—New secondary 
County A, Bedford. 

*Cardiganshire CC.—Adaptation work at Cardigan 

Bruce, County A, 


and Chats- 


House 
Conolly 


school, Elstow. 


County grammar school. 

Aberavon, £2 
*York ‘City 

~ orth-ter. 


C.—14 houses, Amberly-st. 
E. Firth (A), City A. Dep. £1 


JANUARY 11. 
_ Petworth RDC.—18 units at Houghton-la. estate, 


Bury. Godman and Kay, architects, 13, North- 


TE 
*Wood Green BC.—19 flats. BE&S. ‘Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 13. 
*Crewe BC.—Pair of semi-detached houses, Crewe 
—- Farm, Crewe-rd. L. Reeves, BE&A. Dep. 


par., 


JANUARY 15. 

*Sunderland CBC.—Junior schools, Castle View, 
Hylton Castle estate. Boro’ A, Grange House, Stock- 
ton-rd.Dep. 

" JANUARY 17. 

*Aireborough UDC.—Library, Otley-rd., Guiseley, 
near Leeds. E&S., Micklefield House, Rawdon. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

JANUARY 19. 

*Chelmsford BC.—Six shops with two maisonettes 
and 4 flats over, Westlands estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Ramsgate BC.—Shelter, Royal Victoria Pavilion. 
BE. Dep. £2 2s 

JANUARY 20. 

*Bootle CB.—Day special schoo! for ESN Children, 

Menai-rd. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 21. 
*Southend-on-Sea CBC.—Special school, 
la., Leigh-on-Sea. Boro’ A. Dep. £2. 
JANUARY 25. 


*Iiford BC.—34 houses, Green-la. and St. 
rd. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


Eastwood- 


Mary’s- 


JANUARY 31. 
*Maidenhead BC.—44 houses, 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
NO DATE. 
*Penrith UDC.—76 houses, Scaws estate. E&S. 
*Stirlingshire CC.—Junior secondary school, Ban- 
nockburn. J. Gentles & Son, chartered quantity sur- 
veyors, 3, Hill-st., Edinburgh, 2. 
*Stone UDC.—37 dwellings, Lichfield-rd. Forshaw, 
Massey & Greaves, architects, Old White Hart, Ke 
Trinity Street, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. Dep. £2 2 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 24. 
*Kingston-upon-Thames BC.—Boiler house instalia- 
tion for public baths. Brandt & O’Dell, consulting 
E, Grosvenor-gdns. House, SW1. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 28. 
*+Pembrokeshire EC.—Electrical installation at (1) 
Inf. Sch., Pennar, Pembroke Dock; (2) Inf. Sch., 
Haverfordwest. County A. Dep. £2 2s. (each). 


JANUARY 1. 
Cambridgeshire CC.—County S. 
Kent CC.—County S. (Materials.) 
Monmouthshire CC.—County E&S. 


JANUARY 3. 
Wolverhampton CBC.—BE. (Materials.) 
JANUARY 5. 
*Castleford UDC.—Fencing and gates, Love-la. 
recreation ground, Half Acres. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Leyton BC.—Repointing of external brickwork to 
Town Hall and Library buildings, High-rd., E10. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 8. 
Banstead UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) 
JANUARY 10, 
Herts CC.—County S., Hertford. (Materials.) 
Ilford BC.—BE&S. (Materials.) 
Northamptonshire CC.—County S. (Materials.) 


Spencers estate. 


(Materials.) 
(Materials.) 








A Permanent Cure for 
SMOKY CHIMNEYS 


The ‘Ventamatt’ prevents 
down-draught and increases 
up-draught, irrespective of 
wind direction. There are 
no moving parts, no small 
holes to get choked and the 
design is of the straight 
through type to facilitate 
sweeping. Specified and 
used by Public Authorities, 
Architects, Builders and 
Property Owners every- 
where. 


Pat. Nos. 424983, 476855. 


VENTAMATT 


Down-Draught Preventing CHIMNEY POT 


Sole Manufacturers: 


AVIS ENGINEERING CO. LTD., 


Ley Street, Ilford, Essex. Tel.: Ilford 2021 
46/25 


1007 


JANUARY Il. 
*Liverpool City C.—Painting and decorating 
various premises, Llanwddyn, including painting ex- 
terior of Lake Vyrnwy Hotel. Water E, 55, Dale-st. 


JANUARY 17. 
Holland (Lincs) CC.—County S. 
JANUARY 19. 
Fareham UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) 
JANUARY 22. 
Ealing BC.—BE&S. (Materials.) 
JANUARY 29. 
Camborne-Redruth UDC.—S. C. Wilson, Clerk of 
C. (Materials and Services.) 
JANUARY 31. 
*Richmond (Surrey) BC.—26 garages, Clifford-rd., 
Petersham. BIE, Hotham House, Heron-court. Dep. 
£3 3s. 


NO DAT 
Hants CC.—Clerk of CC. 


(Materials.) 


E. 
(Materials.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


DECEMBER 18. 
tKingston-upon-Hull City and CC.—720 lin. yds. of 
10 ft. 9 in. and 280 lin. yds. of 9 ft. int. dia. sewer 
and 90 lin. yds. of 8 ft. int. dia. sewer, etc., for West 
Hull and Haltemprice jt. main drainage—Contract 
No. 4B. City E. Dep. £5. 


JANUARY 1. 
Port Talbot BC.—Roads and sewers at Home Farm 
Baglan housing site. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 3. 

Walton and Weybridge UDC.—Widening of Monu- 
ment Hill (A. 317). 

JANUARY 5. 

Stoke-on-Trent City C.—Sewers; subsoil drainage; 
preliminary street_works, etc., at Norton neighbour- 
hood unit. City E&S. Dep. £5. 

Walton and Weybridge UDC. —Roads and footpaths 
at Rydens-rd. flats. E&S. 


JANUARY 6. 
Carshalton UDC.—Road works at 
E&S, Stone Court, The Grove, Carshalton. 


JANUARY 7. ; 
*Wrexham BC.—External site works, 48 dwellings, 
Aston-gr.; 96 dwellings, Rhosnessney, and also eight 
houses, Rhosnessney. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. each. 


JANUARY 18. . 
*Kingswood UDC.—Street works, Rodway View. 


S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 11. 
Petworth RDC.—Roads and site works on 'Station- 
rd. housing site. Godman & Kay, architects, 13, 
North-par., Horsham. 


JANUARY 14. 

Stamford War Memorial Comm.—147,000-gall. 
open-air r.c. swimming pool at Stamford School. 
Stirling, Laambert & Ptnrs., 8, Station-chbrs., Peter- 
borough. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 21. 

Wisbech BC.—72,624 lin. yds. 18 ins. dia. spun-iron 
pumping main, stormwater tanks, sludge pumping 
station, etc. Wilcox, Raikes & Marshall, 33, Great 
Charles-st., Birmingham. Dep. £5 Ss. 

JANUARY 31. 

*Hatfield RDC.—Roads and sewers for 150 dwel- 
lings, Redhill site. J. H. Parker (A), 82, Great 
North-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


Coulsdon. 
Dep. £2. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—CLEARANCE.—The acquisition, clearance 
and partial redevelopment of the Westbury-st areas 
and adjoining lands, comprising a total of about 
5% acres, has been recommended by LCC Hsg. Com. 
About 102 dwellings can be erected, and the estimated 
cost of the scheme is £183,000. 

Bethnal Green.—MaAISONETTES, FLATS AND HOusEs. 
—A scheme prepared by LCC architects’ department 
for the development of the Hereford-st. site by the 
erection of 206 maisonettes, 24 flats and seven terrace 
houses has been approved by LCC Hsg. Com. 
estimated cost is £592,370. Part of the site 
reserved for a home for old people to be ee 
by the LCC Welfare Com. 

Camberwell.—Sit—e AcqutsiTion.—The acquisition of 
two — totalling about 1 1/S5th acres, in Peckham 
Rye has been recommended by LCC Hsg. Com. The 
sites could, together with the adjoining Rye Hill 
Park temporary housing site, be redeveloped for 
housing purposes as a further extension of Rye Hill 
estate. The estimated cost of the scheme is £26,000. 
About 110 dwellings could be erected on the lands. 

Fulham.—MaAlISONETTES AND Fiats.—LCC Hsg. 
Com. propose to develop the Aintree-st. site (about 
2} acres in extent) by the construction of 48 maison- 
ettes in four four-storey blocks and 12 flats in a three- 
storey block.. The density would be about 26 dwellings 
to the acre, and the estimated cost of the development 
is £154,680. LCC architects’ department have pre- 
pared plans for the scheme. 
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Greenwich.—DEvVELOPMENT.—A revised scheme pro- 
viding for the erection of 147 flats, 150 houses, four 
old people’s bungalows and 12 higher income group 
houses on the Brooklands Park site has been approved 
by LCC Hsg. Com. The estimated cost of the scheme 
is £670,310, and the plans were prepared by LCC 
architects’ department. 

Greenwich.—SiTE AcQuIsITION.—MBC are recom- 
mended to acquire for housing purposes about 1} acres 
of land between Nos. 15 and 21, Merriman-rd., and 
to approve the erection of 14 semi-detached houses 
on this land. Plans have been prepared by the BE&S. 

Hammersmith.—Estate Layout.—A detailed esti- 
mate of £23,226 submitted by BE&S in respect ot 
the cost of effecting the proposed layout of the exten- 
sion to Furnivall-gdns. has been approved by Hsg. 

m. 

Holborn.—MOopDeERNISATION WorKs.—LCC Hsg 
Com. propose the modernisation of the LCC’s a 
blocks of flats; and propose to commence on Denys- 
bldgs., Bourne Estate, Holborn, as a first stage. The 
estimated cost of this scheme is £30,370. 

Islington.—County Seconpary ScHoot.—LCC Ed. 
Com. have approved a scheme for the erection of a 
county secondary school for about 500 boys on a site 
in Caledonian-rd. and Camden-rd. intended for 
Holloway county college, allowing for the incorpora- 
tion of the buildings eventually into the county col- 
lege. Teaching and administrative rooms will be in 
a building of four storeys, with a library on the top 
floor. An assembly hall and a gymnasium will form 
a separate building, and workshops will be ranged in 
a single-storey building. Construction will be load- 
bearing brick walls, reinforced concrete floors and 
steel truss and light-weight deck roofs. The estimated 
cost is £170,480, and the plans were prepared by LCC 
Schools A. 

Islington. — SitE AcoutsiTion. — The acquisition, 
clearance and partial redevelopment for housing pur- 
poses of the Camden-rd. site, Islington, comprising 
about 6} acres occupied by 39 buildings, has been 
proposed by LCC Hsg. Com. The site would be 
capable of development by about 177 dwellings. The 
estimated cost of the scheme is £102,000. 

Lambeth.—F.Lats.—Hsg. Com. have approved plans 
prepared by the Housing Department for the develop- 
ment of site No. 84, Gipsy-rd. by the erection of nine 
flats in one three-storey block. 

Lewisham.—Drve_topmMent.—LCC Hsg. Com. have 
approved a scheme prepared by LCC architects’ 
department for the development of the Eliot Bank 
site by the erection of 84 flats in four five-storey 
point blocks, 24 two-storey houses and two flats in 
three terraces. The estimated cost of the development 
is £290.040 

Lewisham.—Site Acoursition.—LCC Hsg. Com. 
propose the acquisition, clearance and _ partial 
redevelopment for housing purposes of a site of about 
54 acres in Dacres-rd., occupied by six large detached 
houses. About 100 dwellings could be erected on the 
land, and the estimated cost of the scheme is £38,000. 

Lewisham.—O.p Peopte’s Home.—The adaptation 
and equipment of Castlebar; 46, Sydenham-hill, as a 
home for 70 old people. at an estimated cost of 
£43.205. has been proposed by LCC Welfare Com. 

Paddington. — DEVELOPMENT. — LCC Hsg. Com. 
recommend the acquisition of about 13 acres of land 
forming the Westbourne-sq. area between the 
Clarendon-cres. area and the Harrow-rd. (Chichester- 
rd.) site. The last-mentioned two sites have already 
been acquired by the LCC, and the total land would 
comprise about 40 acres which can be developed 
comprehensively for housing, schools. shops, etc. The 
estimated cost of the proposals is £515.000. 

St. Pancras.—Sit— Acoutsition.—LCC’s approval 
of the acquisition, clearance and partial redevelop- 
ment of the Lancing-st. areas has been recommended 
by LCC Hsg. Com. 

St. Pancras.—WetFARE CENTRE.—Approval has been 
given bv the LCC to the use of the site of Nos. 10-14, 
St. Alban’s Villas by BC for housing purposes, to 
incorporate a maternity and child welfare centre. 


St. Pancras.—APPoINTMENT.—TIP Com. recommend 
that Waggett & Bradford, 25, Victoria-st., SW1, be 
appointed as quantity surveyors for the proposed 
public health annexe scheme. 

St. Pancras. —Houstxc.—TP Com. have approved 
proposals submitted by Guy Morgan & Ptnrs., archi- 
tects. 12a, Eaton-sq., SW1, for the development of 
the Plender-st. frontage. The scheme includes a three- 
storey building comprising surgeries, waiting-rooms, 
etc., with a maisonette over, linked to the existing 
“* Parr’s Head ”’ public-house by a row of four shops. 

Shoreditech.—Site Acoutsition.—The acquisition of 
the Turner’s-pl. area and adjoining land, comprising 
= on — — an acre, has been recommended by LCC 


eter im ATS AND MAISONETTES.—TP approval 
has been given to proposals by Drivers Jonas & Co., 
Charles II-st.. SWI, on behalf of the Trinity House 
Corporation, for the demolition of existing properties 
on the sites of Nos. 15-27, Swan-st. and the erection 
of a block of three flats and five maisonettes, eight 
pram stores and four garages. 

Southwark.—Service Station.—The erection of a 
petrol filling and service station on the site of Nos. 71, 
73, 75 and 77, Southwark-st., proposed by the 
Cemtral Car Park Co., Ltd., 81, Red Lion-sq., WC1, 
has been given TP approval. 

Southwark.—Petrot Firtinc STATION.—Proposals 
have been made by K. Goddard, 14, Downland-gdns., 
Tattenham Corner, Epsom, for the erection of a petrol 
filling station on the site of Nos. 64-86, New Kent-rd. 

Twickenham.—O.p Prorte’s Home.—LCC Wel- 
fare Com. have approved a scheme prepared by LCC 
architects’ department for the erection of a two-storey 
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annexe to Riverdale-gnds. small home for the aged, 
to accommodate 23 old people at an estimated cost 
of £23,560. 

Walthamstow.—Site Acquisition.—BC to acquire 
another 48 acres of land at Brentwood, Essex, for 
housing purposes. They will act for a group of six 
Metropolitan Essex councils, the others being Leyton, 
liford, Dagenham, Romford and Barking. The site is 
capable of providing about 500 houses. 

Wandsworth.—Day ScHoo..—The erection of a new 
day school for 180 delicate children in the Roe- 
hampton area has been proposed by LCC Ed. Com. 
for inclusion in the list of priority special school 
projects for the next few years. 

Westminster.—Pusiic-House.—City C are recom- 
mended to approve sketch plans and elevations sub- 
mitted by Watney, Combe, Reid & Co., Ltd., for the 
erection of a new public-house (the ‘* Stanley Arms ’’) 
on a site at the junction of Lupus-st. and 
Westmoreland-terr. 

Westminster.—MODERNISATION WorKsS.—Proposals 
have been made by LCC Hsg. Com. for the con- 
version of 78 flats in Reynolds-bidgs., Millbank 
estate, into 52 flats with modern amenities, at an 
estimated cost of £51,361. 

Woolwich.—Day ScuHoot.—LCC Ed. Com. have 
MoE that priority special school projects for the 
next few years should include a new day school for 280 
physically handicapped children and a boarding unit 
for 40 children at the Rose Cottage site. 

Woolwich. — Houses. LCC Hsg. Com. have 
approved a scheme for the provision of four houses 
on a site at Avery Hill estate, at an estimated cost 
of £8,290 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashton-under-Lyne.—BC approved plans, 
sion to CM shop, Arnfield Works, for J. 
Arnfield; extension to club room and new toilets at 
Kings-rd. for Hurst Conservative Club. 

Barnard Castle.—RDC to place contract for erec- 
tion of 10 bungalows for old people at Evenwood. 
A, J. Lawton, 45, Galgate. 

Barnoldswick.—UDC to erect further 30 houses and 
to seek Min. approval to erect 75 houses for em- 
ployees of Rolls Royce, Ltd. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Imperial Chemica! Industries, 
Ltd., to extend plant at Billingham for manufacture 
of higher alcohols by carbonisation process. 

Blyth.—Inquiry held by MH _ and LG into TC’s 
appeal against refusal of Cty. Plan. Officer to sanc- 
tion erection of terrace houses in Delaval-ter. 
Plans by BE, D. W. Foster, Municipal-bldgs. 

Border.—RDC propose erection of 24 flats at 
Blackwell. 

Bristol.—Scheme for new £1m. development in 
Broadmead shopping centre approved by Bristol Plan. 
Com. The scheme was submitted by. Jacey Invest- 
ments, Ltd., owners of the Tatler Cinema and the 
News Theatre (Mr. George Cohen senior partner of 
firm.) The building will be in four sections and will 
include news theatre, arcade, departmental stores 
and offices along Narrow Wine-st. and Fairfax-st, with 
other frontages on Union-st. and Merchant-st. Mr. W. 
Walsh, of W. H. Watkins, Gray & Ptnrs., architects 
for the scheme. Development to be carried out in 
stages. First section, on Union-st. corner, to include 
news theatre, will be started early in New Year, cost 
about £325,000. 

Chester.—MoW propose erection of Government 
offices at Linenhall-st.; and Merseyside and North 
Wales Elec. Board propose offices on adjoining site. 
—TC received allocation of 200 houses for 1955. To 
sell site at junction Hoole-la./Hare-la. to Chester 
Northgate Brewery Co., Ltd., for erection of new 
hotel. To lease site on Sealand Trading Estate to 
T. Wall & Sons, 


THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium-sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 
Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 
& 
Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street, W.C.2. 
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Chesterfield.—RDC approved plans for 8 houses a: 
Barry-rd., Brimington, for Pearman & Wade, Lid. 

olne Valley.—UDC received allocation of 62 
houses for erection in 1955. 

D y.—BC to prepare plans for housing schemes 
at Cross-st., Woodside, Rayboulds Fold, Netherion, 
row | aged persons’ cottages at Laurel-rd. and Holly. 


all 
Durham.—Cty. EC have school building pro. 
gramme, cost £300,000, at new town of Newton 


Aycliffe; and programme cost £411,000 at new town 

of Peterlee. Plans by County A, Durham. 
Fleetwood.—TC approved plans for fish processing 

— freezing factory at Copse-rd. for Dick Ward, 


Gateshead.—TC expected to place contract shortly 
for erection of flats on ao areas in Ann-st., 
East-st. and Wrekenton. BE, G. F. Winters, Muni- 
cipal-bldgs. 

Halesowen.—BC approved plans for 52 houses at 
Bournes Hill, Hasbury Farm Estate. Architects, A. T. 
Butler, Ltd. Extensions to offices at Cakemore-rd 
for BTH Co., Ltd., Rugby. 

Halifax.—TC received allocation of 200 houses for 
1955. To prepare plans for erection of a large block 
of flats at Caddy Field. 

Hartlepool.—TC to invite tenders for erection of 
80 houses north of King Oswy-dr., and further con- 
tracts to be allocated to firms already building for 
TC. Plans by BE, Borough-bldgs. . 

Leeds.—TC seek Min. approval for erection of 
combined maternity and child welfare centre and 
school clinic at Seacroft. 

Leeds.—Three-storey block of 15 flats to be soid at 
about £1,200 and £1,600 each proposed for site off 
Cardigan-! -rd., Headingley. Outline application by 
Mr. G. N. Gregory, Leeds estate agent, recommended 
for approval by Leeds TP Com. 

Liverpool.—TC to invite tenders for 66 dwellings 
and 18 garages at Mather-ave.—W. Barratt & Co., 
Ltd., Northampton, propose erection of large new 
premises at corner Lord-st./North John-st. Work to 
commence next year. ree 

Manchester.—Preliminary proposals for building of 
£800,000 block of offices in Bridge-st to house Govern- 
ment departments have been approved by City 
Council. Application made to MH&LG for consent 
to borrow £94,200 for the acquisition of land. TP 
Com. to begin building as quickly as possible. 

Manchester.—TC considering erection of _per- 
manent helicopter station at Piccadilly. Approved 
plans for 14 houses at Highdales-rd., Firbank-rd. and 
Road No. Newall Green, Wythenshawe, for H. 
Richards & Sons, Ltd. Architects, Brazier & Harting- 
ton, 21, Market-st., Altrincham.—RC_ Diocese of 
Salford propose erection of Church of St. Margarct 
Mary’s at St. Margarets-rd., New Moston.  Archi- 
tects, Greenhalgh & Williams, 10, Mawdsley-st., 
Bolton.—Shop Developments Group of Companies 
propose six-storey block of offices (with shops on 
ground and first floors) at St. Mary’s Gate and 
Exchange-st., Manchester 1. Architects, J. Seymour 
Harris & Ptnrs., 4, Greenfield-cres., Five Ways, 
Birmingham 15.—H. Newman & Co. (Merchants), 
Ltd., 90/92, Elizabeth-st., Cheetham, propose new 
warehouse at rear of existing premises. 

Middlesbrough.—Samuel Smith, Old Brewery, Ltd., 
Tadcaster, propose hotel with 10 bedrooms in Cam- 
bridge-rd. 

Middlesbrough.—TC to extend refuse disposal 
works to provide garage, paper baler and messrooms, 
cost £14,000.—TC proposes child welfare clinic at 
Park End. BE, J. A. Kenyon. 


‘Morpeth.—RDC received approval for building of 
50 more houses at Broomhill. Plans by S, J. R. 
Miles.—During mext four years RDC to build 650 
houses. Council’s S, J. R. Miles, Dacre-st. 

Newcastle.—Hsg. Com. accepted in principle scheme 
for redevelopment of part of Scotswood-rd. area by 
erection of five-storey flats. Scheme will involve 
demolition of 270 properties and construction of 480 
new dwellings. Redevelopment will proceed in six 
stages, though these may be reduced to four ag scheme 
progresses. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Hsg. Com. approved in 
principle construction of five-storey flats in Scotswood- 
rd. It is proposed to erect 480 dwellings, and work 
will be done in stages. City A, George Kenyon, 18, 
Cloth Market. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Strakers, Ltd., motor _sales- 
men, to build new garage in Leighton-st. A, A. 
McKenzie, 1, Eldon-sq. oe! Crisps, Ltd., to 
build factory on Coast-rd. ns by J. Stanley 
Beard, Bennett & Wilkin, 101- 103, Baker-st. West. 
London, SWI, approved.—Factory, to be built in 
Station-rd. and Whitworth-st., for M. Sutherland & 
Co., Ltd. Plans by C. Solomon, 30, St. Mary’s-pl.— 
EC to proceed with building by contract of school 
for 560 children at South Kenton. Plans by City A, 
G. Kenyon, 15, Cloth Market.—Newcastle-on-Tyne 
and Gateshead Fire Service to convert premises in 
College-ave. into workshop. Plans by City Property 
S, K. Hand, Town Hall.—Plans approved for 
re-siting of certain hospital departments and_altera- 
tions to casualty dept. at Memorial Hosp., Darling- 
ton, and application being made for emergency grant. 
A, Knighton, Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Board, 
Osborne-rd. 


North Riding.—CC agreed to purchase sites at 
Applegarth, Skelton, Leeming, Redcar, Colburn and 
Bretton for new schools.—CC to build ambulance 


stations at Haxby, Guisborough and Whitby. Plans 
by County A, County Hall, Northallerton.—CC 
approved following new school schemes: Cleveland 


Tech. College (first instalment £137,650); jun. sch. at 
South Bank (£57,200); Cleveland Spec. Sch. (£37,050). 
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By Appointment Suppliers of Ferro-Concrete Work 
to the late King George VI. 


GIRLINGS 


Precast Hollow Concrete Beams for Floors & Roofs and 
PRESTRESSED Beams for Clear Spans up to over 30 ft. 







































































You can make immensely strong floors—strong 5 — ADVANTAGES 


enough to carry any load from 30 lbs. to 5 cwt. Accurate thickness of top flange 
per super foot—with these lightweight units. 2. —— ee 
You can have them in any length you want up soffite and, with a suitably pointed 
to 17' 6" for ordinary beams, and over 30! for Lanse hon seri Ih 
Prestressed Beams. They replace timber and If plastering should be necessary, 
steel. You only need semi-skilled labour to paper left rough to make 
lay them. 3. Lightweight, many ensuring 
minimum reinforcement. 
No wonder that where speedy, economical and 4. Ribbed side to ensure key to 
efficient construction is a priority demand, ‘ ahaghainthac ramen ad aii 
Girlings’ Precast Hollow Concrete Beams are "mally left open but can be formed 
being increasingly used—by Government solid at the Works, or during the 
process of fixing, if considered 
Departments and Industry. Write for details. desieabie. 
GIRLINGS’ FERRO-CONCRETE CO. LTD. 
SOUTH: GREAT SOUTH WEST ROAD, FELTHAM, MIDDLESEX. Phone: HounsLow 1158 
MIDLANDS: ROTHWELL, Nr. LEEDS. Phone: ROTHWELL 3174 (Leeds Extension) 





SCOTLAND: SOUTHBANK ROAD, KIRKINTILLOCH, GLASGOW. Phone: KIRKINTILLOCH 2244-5 
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It is a pleasure to look at. 
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approved expenditure £19,733 for new fire 
tion at Richmond. Plans by County A, County 
Wai), Northallerton. 
(Liacs).—TC adopted plan for Offices 
Chamber as first instalment of new 
tr cost £250,000. Preliminary. draw- 
ings sent tO ’ MH and LG for approval. 
Sittiagbourne (Keat).—Extensions costing £150,000 
» to Shell's agricultural research centre at 
Farm, to consist of three laboratories, 
ion block, engineering workshop and two 
Work expected to be completed by 









m.—BC have approved proposals by 
47, Bridge-rd., Woolston, for pair of semi- 
ouses at 308/310, Spring-rd., Sholing, 16 
at Sea-rd., Pear Tree Green, Bitterne, 
plans for 45 bungalows at Bitterne-rd. 
r 134 new 
H. Gray, 













layou 
mM peuayn008.—UDC preparing plans fo 
<. year. Council’s A, 
amden-s'., North Shields. 
Spennyrioor.—Work likely to start next April on 
25,000 





cheme for rebuilding of fire-damaged St. 
E. Dykes Bower, 





Spaul’s Church, Spennymoor. A, S. 

Quendon-court, Quendon, Essex. 

Staffs.—CC propose enlargement of Central Plant 
Depot (£!5,000 est.).—EC received approval for in- 
clusion o: following in 1955/6 schools building pro- 
igramme:- Redbrook Field CP Sch.; Brierley Hill 
Glyane CP Sch.; Codsall-la. Green CP Sch. (extensions); 
first instalment of Newcastle under Lyme Kautton 
CP Sch.; first instalment of. Newcastle under Lyme 
Wolstan Vol. RC Sch.; Rowley Regis Barley Mow 
CP Sch.; Rugeley CP Sch.; Stafford Burton Manor 
CP Sch.; Tamworth Wiggington-rd. CP Sch.; Wednes- 
field Pe Hall CP Sch.; Wombourne Giggety CP 
§ch.; Aldridge Sec. Mod. Sch.; Gnosall Sec. Mod. 
Sch.; Lichfield Sec. Mod. Sch.; Madeley Sec. Mod. 
Sch.; Ruseley Hagley Park Sec. Mod. Sch.; Wednes- 

3,s’ Sec. Gram. Sch. and second instalment 
yurne Cty. Prim. Sch. 
.—UDC propose erection of 122 houses on 
Westwoc. House Farm site. 

Stockiun-on-Tees.—C of E Sunday Sch. to be 
erected in Roseworth area for Rev. T. R. Beeson, 
The Parsonage, Darlington-la. 
Stocktoa-on-Tees.—Boro’ A, T. C. Hartley, 28, 
The Squ:re, to prepare plans for houses, including 
sons’ dwellings near Ryde-rd.—T. Crawford 








































single p 

0. Borough-rd., Middlesbrough, A for proposed 
dairy at Phoenix Farm. 

Stourhvidge.—BC approved plans, extensions to 
factory at corner of High-st. and Bromley-st. for 
J. W. New, Ltd. 


Sunderiand.—W. & T. R. Milburn, 17, Fawcett-st., 
plans 7, 30 houses off Deepdene-rd. for 


repare 

c Harrison.—S. Milburn & Ptnrs., 9, Esplanade, 
architects for RC ite and presbytery in Ryhope- 
rd. for Rev. Father H. O’Connor. 


Tipton. —BC propose development of site bounded 
by High-st., Bell-st. and Chapel-st. for housing pur- 
poses. 

Le epg EF Hog Shields Self-Build Association 


applied to TC for 18 sites on which to erect bunga- 
lows. O rganisation ’s secretary, Mr. Kay, Norfolk-st., 
North Shields. 


‘ened H. Gray & Ptnrs., Camden-st., 
North Shields, appointed architects by TC for grec: 
tion of flats on four war-damaged sites. Hsg. 
plans for 40 flats on West Chirton Estate, 
> . M. O’Herlihy, 16, Northumberland-sq., North 
Shields. 

Wakefield.—RDC propose erection of 36 houses at 


Sharlston, 18 at Woolley and 16 at Walton, 8 at 
SNetherton, 8 at Warnfield-cum-Heath, 8 at Notton 
and 6 _( Approved plans for new club 
at Cow-la., Sharlston, for Sharlston Miners’ Welfare 
Comm wr 


Wallasey.—EC received Min. approval for inclusion 
of Moreton Sec. Mod. Sch. in 1955/6 schools pro- 
gramme (£91,373 est.).—Appointed G. W. Naylor, 
19, Burton-st. as QS for construction of dining-room 
and scullery at Riverside sch. 

Wallsend.—Additions proposed to ae baths at 
Rising Sun Colliery for —— Board’s A Dept., 
Ashfield Towers, Gosforth 





Walsail.—Possibility a establishing large new 
cement works at Linley Wood, Rushall, announced 
by E. Vincent, director of East Anglian Cement 
Ltd. tt is proposed to erect new works and install 


new plant on site of old. Work will begin on site in 
very near future. 
Warringten.—EC propose adaptation of part of 


Padgatc Hall as day school for educ. sub-normal 
children. —BC received allocation of 160 houses for 
erection in 1955. Approved plans, erection of further 
storey at rear of 24/6, Sankey-st. for Marks and 
Spencer, Ltd.—Mission hall at junction of Mill-la. 


and Bramhall-st. for H. Jackson. 

_West Bromwich.—BC propose erection of branch 
library at Yew Tree estate. 

West Hartlepool.—Layout plans for Sections 6A 
and 5C of Lowton Manor Estate for TC approved. 
Boro’ A, A. G. Sinclair.—Boro’ A to submit plans 
for construction of old people’s hostel in grounds of 

“ Briarfields..""—EC seek permission to proceed with 
building of Brierton House Cty. Prim. Sch.—L 
Auton. Regents Buildings, York-rd., West Hartlepool, 
A for proposed office and warehouse near Elwick-rd. 
for A. Elliott. 

Whiston.—RDC propose erection of 44 houses off 
Warrinzton-rd. opposite Knowsley-rd., Rainhill. 
Wirksworth.—Hitchen_and Daley, Ltd., 
crecticn of factory off Derby-rd. 


propose 
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TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted, 

t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
H Denotes subject to modification. 


Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 


ments. 


Aberdeen.—48 houses at Kingorth housing develop- 
The Bellside 


ment: *William Louden & Son, Ltd., 
Sawmills, Cleland, Lanarkshire, £19, 811. 


Airdrie.—Lanarkshire Protestant school to be erected 
Watt (F), architect, Edu- 
*Miller 
Edinburgh, £79,400. 
at the 
16 houses 
*Vic Hallam, Ltd., Langley 


William R. 


at Carlisle-rd. 
Motherwell-Wishaw: 


cation Offices, a 
& Partners, Ltd., , George-st., 

aun edietien for RDC: 
Cunnery, Kirk Langley: *J. H. Fryer, Ltd. 
at i 7], Smalley: 


14 houses 


Mill, Not 
eden, —Shops, flats and office accommoda- 
tion for TC: *C. Bryant & Son, Ltd., 65, Whitmore- 


rd., Small Heath, £145,800. 
Blackpool.—Licensed premises at 
Catterall and Swarbricks Brewery, Ltd.: 
& Son, 3, Newhouse-rd., Blackpool. 
Carlisle.—Extensions, 
st. and St. Mary’s-gate for Burroughs, Ltd. 
tects, yy ages and Jackson, Castle-st., 
*J. Millar & Sons, 15, London-rd., Carlisle. 
Chapel! 
housing site No. 2 (36 houses). 
Housing Architect, County-bidgs., 
ton West: *Weir Housing Corp., 
Mossend, Coatbridge, £47,484. 
Clackmannan.—16 
Main-st. redevelopment. 


Ltd., 


A. Mason and brick work, R. Beatson & Son, 
bank, Alloa; carpenter and joiner work, R. Jeffray 
Alloa; glazier work, George G. Kirk, 
bituminous felt 
roofing and roughcast work, J. Robertson & Sons 
Dunfermline; plaster 
Inverallan-rd., 
Bridge ef Allan; plumber work, The Trustees of the 
Alloa; electrical work, 


& Son, King-st., 
Ltd., 43, Port- st., Stirling; slater, 
(Slaters), Ltd., 17, Campbell-st., 


work, D. & J. Ogilvie (Builders), Ltd., 


7 Alexr. Clark, 34, Mar-st., 
Todd, 83, High-st., Tillicoultry. 


“eee —Two houses at Craigbank, Sauchie. 
A. Mason and brick 
bank, Alloa; carpenter 
and joiner work, W. & J. McLean, North-st., Clack- 
mannan; glazier work, George G. Kirk, Ltd., 
Stirling; tiler and roughcast work, P. Kelly 
& Sons, Ltd., 33, Brunswick-rd., Edinburgh, 7; plaster 
Lower Bridge-st., 


W. H. Henry, LRIBA, Count 
work, R. Beatson & Son, Fort 


Port-st., 
work, J. Wallace & Co., 62, 


Stirling; plumber work, Wm. Chalmers & Sons, 
Primrose-st., Alloa; electrical work, A. M. Todd, 83, 
High-st., Tillicoultry. 


Corby.—New premises for Boots Pure Drug Co., 
Walker & Slater, Ltd., Uttoxeter Old- 


*Gee, 
Derby. 


teat 


gee —Superstructure of Condon Court Sec. 
2, Stanhope-gate, 
1 shop 
and 224 garages at Bell Green Neighbourhood Unit 
London, 


Sch. for EC: Gilbert Ash, Ltd., 
WI; 1,037 flats, 605 houses, 26 ’ bungalows, 
Ltd., 


*Geo. Wimpey & Co., 


Ss 
Crosby (Lancs).—128 houses and*12 flats off Edge- 
Crookdake, 
MICE: *The Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Speke- 


os - Thornton, for TC. BE&S, T. W. 


Soaoand: Liverpool, £188,220. 
Dudley —Eight aged persons’ 
Nest-rd. for 
Churchfield- I, Dudley. 
Gateshead 209 dwellings 
strong-st.: *W. 
burn, Sunderland, £29,130. 
Glasgow.—268 houses (unit 1) at 
milk Housing Development Scheme. 
Jury (F), Housing architect, 
Trongate, Glasgow: 


Talbot-rd. 
*John Gregson 


*Thomas Payne & Sons, Ltd 


in ten blocks at 
& P. Allinson & Sons, Ltd., Whit- 


the Castle- 
Archibald G. 
Glasgow Cross, 

K. Mackenzie & Ptnrs. ae. 


three storeys high, in Castle 
Archi- 
Carlisle: 


hall. —Sixth development of the Kennelburn 
Samuel MacColl (A), 
Beckford-st., 


houses and 8 shops at Sauchie 
W. H. Henry, LRIBA, County 
Forth- 


bungalows at ~T 
1, 


Arm- 


Parliamentary-rd., Townhead, Glasgow, £376,3 


for 


Hamil- 
Calder-st., 


43, 
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Gosforth. mtg —_S flats in Lambert-sq. for the 
UDC. Surveyor, yld: *R. Bowey & Son, #, 
Great North-rd., Samaeeen tian £13,174. 

uildford.—12 pairs of houses, Park Barn, for BC. 
BE&S, G. H. Causey, AMICE. Quantities by F. W. 
Norris, ARICS: *E. Clarke & Son (Addlestone) 
Ltd., Addlestone, Surrey, £29,459. 

Lanarkshire.—64 traditional houses at Lawmuir 
Samuel MacColl (A), Housing architect, 
Hamilton West: *Bruce 
The Contracting Works, 


housing site. 
County-bidgs., Beckford-st., 
& Symington & Co., Ltd., 
Carluke, £86,791. 

Liverpool.—Following for TC: 21 flats at Southwell- 
st.: *R. J. Barton, Ltd., Formby, £39,037. 14 dwell- 
ings a Muirhead-avenue East: *W. A. McDonald & 
Co., Ltd., 157, Breckfield-rd., Liverpool, £22,239. 79 
dwellings at Tamworth-st.: *Direct labour, £130,000. 
Following for EC: Alterations and additions at School 
of Pharmacy: *F. C. Bloomfield & Co., Ltd., 71, 
Almonds-green, Liverpool, £12,024. Extensions to 
Belle Vale Primary School: *Rimmer Bros., (Liver- 
pool), Ltd., Cheadle Avenue, Liverpool, £38,274. 
Re-roofing of Dingle Passenger Transport Depot: 
*J. B. Johnson & Co., Ltd., 17, Overton-st., Liver- 
pool, £10,451. 

Liverpool.—Office block at Hatton-garden for TC: 
*Peak ere Co., Ltd., 49, Hamilton-sq., Bir- 
kenhead, £127,7 


{London 7 of contracts over 
£1,000 in value. Bucks: Building work, William Hart- 
ley & Sons, Wexham, Slough, Bucks. Hampshire: 
Building work, John Hunt, Ltd., South Wharf, Cleve- 
land-rd., Gosport, Hants; building work, Hawkins 
Bros. (Gosport), Ltd., Westfield-rd., Gosport, Hants. 
Pembs: Alterations to railways and "roads, etc., Thos. 
W. Ward, Ltd., Albion Works, Sheffield. 


{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value of 
£500 or over for = week ended December 11:— 
Building work: W. Foster, Ltd., Radstock, Som; 
Chas. R. Price, S926, Hallgate, Doncaster; Thos. 
Bates & Son, Ltd., The Old Brick Works, Harold 
Wood, Romford; Thomas C. Stewart (Contractors), 
Ltd., "42, Museum-st., Ipswich; F. Rendell & Sons, 
Ltd., 11- 12, St. John-st., Devizes, Wilts. Roadworks: 
: C. French, Ltd., Buckhurst Hill, Essex. 
General maintenance work: G. H. Chappell, Sons & 
Co. (Builders), Ltd., 10, Church-hill, ughton. 
Essex; Frank Wood (Wendover), Ltd., Aylesbury-st. . 
Wendover, Bucks. Dismantling of. WIT Towers: 
Wilham Harbrow, Ltd., 214, Rotherhithe New-rd., 
SE16. Repairs to roofs: West Midlands Erection Co., 
Ltd., Willenhall, Staffs. Electrical installation work: 
Thorpe & Thorpe, Ltd., Capel House, New Broad- 
street, EC2; South-Western Electricity Board, Colston- 
avenue, Bristol, 1; Southern ne Board, Little- 
wick Green, Maidenhead, Berks 

LCC.—210 flats in three ehecteney blocks and 
nine three-storey blocks on the Denmark-rd. site, 
Camberwell. Two children’s fitted playgrounds, two 
play spaces, 116 tenants’ stores and a transformer 
sub-station are also to be provided. 

William Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cricklewood.. £430,870 
Richard Costain, Ltd., Westminster -- 420,686 


Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth .. 416, 720 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 

Cheam “a 414,986 
Thomas & Edge, ‘Ltd., * Woolwich 412,890 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham 407,777 
Wates, Ltd., Norbury... 406,653 
Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 405,515 
Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., Finsbury.. 402,180 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., — 397,182 
Tersons, Ltd., Finchley 4 394,214 
*Gilbert-Ash, Ltd., Westminster 393,749 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £405,800. 

2? flats and maisonettes in a four-storey block and 
12 flats in a three-storey block, together with 19 
tenants’ stores, Nunhead-cres. site, Camberwell:— 


Geo. Parker & Sons, Ltd., Camberwell . £92,750 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd. Wandsworth .. 91,698 
Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., Lambeth 91,115 
R. J. Rowley, Ltd., Tottenham 89,993 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup 87,855 


—. Ridgway & Partners, Ltd., West- 
minste 86,688 
Rowley = S Ltd., Tottenham 85,342 

E. Clarke & Sons (Addlestone), Ltd., » Addle- 
stone... 83,469 
Percy Bilton, Ltd., Westminster | 82,766 
*The Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Feltham. . 81,241 

Architect’s comparable estimate is £83, 433. 
repairs 


London (Metropolitan Police).—External 

and redecorations, Putney police station and — 
house, Sims. & Russell, Ltd., £596; 2 flats and 
houses, Sulgrave-rd., Hammersmith, H. T. Oliver & 
Sons, Ltd., £10,575; erection of 6 flats, 66, Lexham- 
gdns., ws, J. Mather, Ltd., £16,389; external repairs 
and redecorations, Banstead "police station, J. Gibbs & 
Son, £647; internal and external redecorations and 
ithe Croydon police station, J. Paterson & ms, 

{London (MoW).—Contracts placed by Ministry of 
Works for week ended December 4:— 

London: Dial House, Shaftesbury-avenue, WC2, 
internal decorations, J. W. Green (Painters), Ltd., 171, 
Graham-road, SW19; Imperial House, minion- 
street, EC2, ‘alterations, adaptations and decorations, 
Dearsley and Carpenter, 91-93, King-street, W6; 
Kelvin House, Judd-street, WC, internal decorations, 
GPO north manual control, South London Decora- 
tors, 9, Streatham High-rd., SW16. Buckinghamshire: 
RCC, Amersham, erection of new store and garage, 
Jesse Mead, Ltd., 176, Berkhampstead-road, Chesham, 
Bucks. Channel Islands: HPO, Jersey, alterations to 
public office, Jersey Contractors, Ltd., Don Bridge, 
Pont Marguet, St. Brelade, Jersey. Cheshire: NI, 
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Britannic-bldgs., Wallasey, adaptations, Worthington 
<«Contrs.), Led., a, Shaw-street, Liverpool. 
Glamorganshire: MLNI, Penydarren-road, Merthyr 





UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 


London Region — 37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone er write: 
SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘* EFFEMBE, Holb., London ’’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded 
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ftom alterations and extensions, G. Albert Brown 
(Bid rs.), Ltd., Westways, Fairview, Ebbw Vale; HO 
Stores, Pencoed, alterations and additions, Dampion 
Bidrs. (Bridgend), Ltd., Bryntirion Hill, Bridgend, Glam. 
Hampshire: MLEE, Albert-road, Southampton, altera- 
tions and decorations, E. H. Burgess, Ltd., Augustine- 
road, Northam, Southampton. Lancashire: MPNI, 
Standard-bidgs., Norcross, Blackpool, interna) and ex- 
ternal decorations and cleaning, J. Furness & Co., 
Ltd., 28a, Cookson-street, Blackpool. Middlesex: 
Hertford-road, Enfield Wash, erection of new branch 
post office, Hammond & Miles, Ltd., Scrafton-road 
Works, Ilford, Essex. Surrey: Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew, reconstruction of house No. 2, William Wood 
& Son, Ltd., Beechwood Works, Taplow, Bucks; 
Ham House, Petersham, repair of floors, Kings 
(B.D.J)., Ltd., Munster Works, Munster-road, Ted- 
dington. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
War Department for week ended December 4: 

London: Building work, George Barker (Builders), 
Ltd., London. Yorkshire: Building work, F. Shepherd 
& Son, Ltd., Richmond (Yorks). . Northumberland: 
Building work, Thomas Muckle & Sons, Rothbury. 
Cumberland: Building work, Harbour and General 
Works, Ltd., London. Wiltshire: Building work, 
J. T. Parsons & Son, Ltd., Westbury. Hampshire: 
Building work, Charles F. Cull, Guildford. Devon- 
shire: Building work, 5 Hansford, Honiton. 
Hampshire: Building work, Crosby & Co., Ltd., 
Farnham. 

Longridge.—48 houses at Kestor-la. for UDC: *A. 
Spencer, 31, Bold-st., Accrington, £62,788. 

Morley.—{1) 44 houses, (2) 20 houses, on the Dean 
Hall estate, Asquith-ave., for BC. Brook (A). 
Contract 1: *Lindley Bros., Ltd., Commercial-st., 
Morley, £52,533: contract 2: *T. Madden, Lewisham- 
td., Morley, £22,893. 

Motherwell-Wishaw.—Catholic school to be erected 
at a Coltness-Wishaw site. William R. Watt (F), 
Architect, Education Offices, Albert-st:, Motherwell- 
Wishaw: *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Castlehill-rd. 
Contract Offices, Dumbarton, £50,361. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—New premises for city lighting 
department at Gray’s Brickfield for the City C. 
Kenyon, City A, 18, Cloth Market, Newcastle: *John 
Jackson & Son, ‘Corporation-st. ., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Showrooms in “grove, 
Newcastle, for Moore’s Motors, Ltd.: *Gill and 
Nicholson, Ltd., 5, Saville-row, Newcastle. 
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—80 tr houses, Newton-d;j 
site. Samuel MacColl (A), housing architect. Coun 
bldgs.,. Beckford-st., Hamilton West: *Henry Boo 
& Sons, Ltd., Garrowhill Contracting Works, Baillie. 
ton, Glasgow, £110,119. 

Nottingham.—New hostel at Clifton estate for TC: 
*Hutchinson & Rostance, Ltd., 2, King’s Meadow-r, 
Nottingham, £49,540. 

Richmond (Yorks).—106 houses on the Cutpurse. 
la. estate for the TC. Boro’ E, A. Anderson: *Job, 
Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

Richmond (Yorks).—Six houses at ome for RDC: 
*R. H. Thistlethwaite, Leyburn, £8,071 

Rotherham.—Five blocks of 2-storey flats at Kim. 
berworth Park estate for BC: *O. Weaver & ons, Lid, 
Harlington-rd., Mexborough. 

ford.—Two additional classrooms at Lancaster. 
rd. for EC: *E. Kennedy, Ltd., 29, Myerscroft-clos. 
Manchester, 10 (in lieu of previous tender). Ney 
washhouse at Holland-st., for -TC: *Unit Constry. 
tion Co., Ltd., Knutsford, £57,285. 

Sheffield.—New workshops and offices at Shoreham. 
:- for Eadon Engraving Co., Ltd.: *T. Holmes 

Sons, Ltd., Bradway, Sheffield. 

South Shields.—124 houses on the Whiteleas estate 
orca ono. TC. Boro’ E, John Reid: *Direct labour, 

South Shields.—Four additional classrooms at Hor. 
ley Hill Cty Jun. Sch. for the EC. John Reid, 
Boro’ E: *Thornton & Co., Porchester-st., South 
Shields, £13,000. 

Startforth.—Six houses at Bowes for RC: *T, 
and W. G. Bussey, Ltd., Darlington, £8.988 

Sunderland.—44 houses on the Farringdon estat 
for the TC. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, Grange House, 
Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *W. Wigham & Son. 
Shepherd-terrace, Hylton. 

Sunderland.—39 houses on the Farringdon estat: 
for the TC. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, Grange House, 
Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *T. Stewart, Farringdon. 
rd., Sunderland, £52,313. 

Sunderland.—32 houses on the Farringdon estat 
for the TC. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, Grange House, 
a. Sunderland: *Stewart Bros., Frederick. 

Sunderland, £41,560 

*leume Coldfield.—-31 dwellings at Falcon Lodg 
estate for UDC: *Davies & Son (Builders), Ltd, 
Chester-rd., Birmingham, 23, £41,685. 12 flats a 
Coleshill-rd.: *A. E. Jones, 13, Apley-rd., Woolaston, 
£19,302 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—Ten houses in Trent-avenue: 
*T. Rea, Acklam-terrace, Thornaby-on-Tees. 

Tynemouth.—Six flats on derelict ske in Stanley-st, 
North Shields, for TC. Plans by the Boro’ E, 16, 
Northumberland-sq., North Shields: *Graham & Son, 
Killingworth, £8,600. 

Warrington.—Erection of 20 houses at Orford estate 
for BC: *Direct labour, £24,954 

West Hartlepool.—22 houses west of The Grove 
*C. M. Yuill, Ltd., Villiers-st., West Hartlepool. 
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